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It's necessary for yachts and sailboats
to stay connected at sea, this is where
we step in with a team of experts to
provide the most convenient and
reliable satellite communication
solution. Satellite phones, satellite
internet and marine broadband keep
our customers connected anywhere
offshore. We sell, rent and support
top satellite brands such as Iridium,
Inmarsat,
Globalstar,
Thuraya,
Cobham, Intellian and KVH, as well
as exclusive service plans for each
network and device.
Call us at 1-877-943-6383 or visit
SatellitePhoneStore.com for more
information!
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Marine Group de Los Cabos
San Jose del Cabo at
Puerto Los Cabos Marina:

• 150 ton travelift
• Dry boat storage, hurricane-protection
• Boat parts and accessories

Marine Group San Diego
South Yard: 997 G Street,
Chula Vista, CA 91910
North Yard: 1313 Bay Marina Drive,
National City, CA 91950

BALANCED PROPS.
BETTER PERFORMANCE.
PROP TUNING AND DYNAMIC BALANCING AVAILABLE
EXCLUSIVELY AT MARINE GROUP BOAT WORKS

Secundino Alvarez V
Harbormaster
Tel 3143379014
email: www.islanavidad.com.mx
harbormaster@islaresort.com.mx
marinas.com

• Haul, surveys, bottom paint,
repowers and more
• 25-ton, 100-ton, 300-ton
665-ton travelifts
• 200 craftsmen for full-service work
• Prop Shop, Machine Shop and Weld Shops
• ABS-welding, custom fabrications
• Water-jet and plasma metal cutting tables

Trained Technicians for
®

Before

For quotes at any three of our locations, contact our Sales Department:
Leah Yam (619) 621-2220 | (800) 281-5565 | leah@marinegroupbw.com

After

www.marinegroupbw.com
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OFFSHORE WEST, INC.

exceptional quality, safety, liquid resale, and
semi-custom designs.
949-673-5401 - www.offshorewest.com

Offshore West’s story is closely tied to Offshore
Yachts, a post-WWII originator of today’s
fiberglass boat industry. John Olson founded
Offshore West in 1996 to be the dealer for
Offshore Yachts.
Offshore West is also the undisputed market
expert and leader in Offshore resales.
Built to tame rough seas, Offshores are
characterized by modified-vee, deep-forefoot
hulls that offer incredible directional stability
and slice cleanly through water with minimal
slap or pounding. Molded in one integral unit,
Offshore hulls have amazing strength, and a
generous beam offers liberal accommodation
space. The Offshore brand is known for
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Office of the Commodore
San Diego Yacht Club

Welcome fr om th e Commodore

CUBAR Odyssey 2017 participants,
On behalf of my fellow Flag Officers, Board of Directors,
Members and our entire staff – it is my distinct pleasure to
welcome the CUBAR Odyssey 2017 participants to the San
Diego Yacht Club.
In 1886, a group of local boating enthusiasts joined together to
found what has become a cornerstone club in the annals of
American yachting. We are honored to be the permanent host
and starting point for the CUBAR Odyssey 2017.
Our Members are an extremely dedicated group of volunteers,
and events such as this do not happen without their initiative
and follow through. They have all been working extremely hard
to make CUBAR Odyssey 2017 a success. Thank you all for your
efforts. I encourage all participants, their families and visiting
guests to enjoy the wonderful hospitality of our Club during
your pre-voyage preparations.
I wish for following seas, gentle breezes, reliable engines, Corinthian camaraderie amongst
yachting friends – and most importantly – a safe passage to all.
Best Regards,

John Reiter
Commodore
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WELCOME TO THE

2017 CUBAR CRUISE UNDERWAY TO
BAJA AND RALLY
November 7, 2017
On behalf of the citizens of San Diego, it is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2017 Cruise
Underway to Baja Rally Bon Voyage Party hosted by the San Diego Yacht Club.
We are pleased to host the send-off for this event, which helps promote opportunities for
exploring our great binational region. May all participants discover beautiful scenery and
experience gentle seas as you voyage safely to your destination.
We are pleased to share this experience with you. Please accept my warmest wishes for a
memorable journey.
Best personal regards,

Kevin L. Faulconer
Mayor
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2017 CUBAR ODYSSEY ITINERARY
DESTINATIONS & TRAVEL SCHEDULE
The primary goal is to arrive in La Paz on or before November 20,
2017, three days before Thanksgiving on November 23. Assume all
departures will begin at 0600. Recommended cruise speed should
average 8 knots. Total transit requires 12 days minimum, assuming no
weather delays. We’ll be departing San Diego on Tuesday, November
7 with anticipated arrival in La Paz on Sunday, November 19.

NOVEMBER 7, 2017 – TUESDAY
Depart San Diego for Ensenada (approx. 65 n.m. @8 knots = 8 hours)
Arrive approx. 1400.
Two nights in Ensenada marinas.
Complete any remaining procedures to enter Mexico: Clearance of Mexican Customs and Immigration is
planned to be done in San Diego prior to departure for Ensenada. However, if not in San Diego, any
remaining requirements must be completed in Ensenada. Allow time for provisioning if not done before
departing San Diego.
Begin fueling.
Shore Party: Welcome CUBAR to Mexico. Marina Coral is hosting an evening party with eats & drinks.

NOVEMBER 8, 2017 – WEDNESDAY
Complete fueling in Ensenada.
Optional Activity: Guadalupe Valley Wine Tour. Get details and sign up with Kelly Dahill.

NOVEMBER 9, 2017 – THURSDAY
Depart Ensenada for Turtle Bay (approx. 282 n.m. @ 8 knots = 35.5 hours)
This is first of 3 overnight runs. Crews on each boat will rotate being on watch.
Plan departure time such that you arrive before sunset (1750) on November 10th in Turtle Bay.

NOVEMBER 10, 2017 – FRIDAY
Arrive in Turtle Bay approx. 1500 – 1700
Adjust clocks to MST (GMT – 7)
Anchor and begin fueling. Enrique’s fuel pier or Enrique’s panga fuel barges. Turtle Bay’s 1,200
residents are mostly fisherman and their families. For many boats, fueling here will be mandatory, as
fuel is not be readily available again (limited quantities) for approx. 400 n.m.
Dinner on board, or no host at local restaurant.

NOVEMBER 11, 2017 – SATURDAY
Finish fueling in Turtle Bay
Shore Party – Dinner at Talpa’s Restaurant at 3 p.m. Talpa’s overlooks the anchorage east of the fuel pier.
Seating indoors and out for 140 Cubaristas. Choice of 3 kinds of Enchiladas; buy your own $1 beers,
sodas, bottled water. Talk to Pat Rains. Enrique’s 3 pangas will work as water taxis, $5 round trip.

NOVEMBER 12, 2017 – SUNDAY
Depart Turtle Bay for Man of War Cove at Magdalena Bay (approx. 258 n.m. @ 8 knots = 32.5 hours =
second overnight run)
Fish caught on this run can be cleaned, iced and donated to the Shore Party in Mag Bay on Tuesday
eve. We’ll be passing over Thetis Banks and near Santa Maria Bay, so fishing should be fabulous.

NOVEMBER 13, 2017 – MONDAY
Arrive Man of War Cove approx. 1430
Anchor here 2 nights
R & R for remainder of day. Or fish inside Mag Bay, hike the beaches north of Man of War Cove, enjoy
bird watching (many species present).
Dinner on board, or no host at the local restaurant.
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NOVEMBER 14, 2015 – TUESDAY
Second day anchored in Man of War Cove
Optional Activity #1: Half-Day Estuary Sight Seeing: Sign up (ask Tom Nielsen) to skipper your dinghy
behind a local panguero guide we’ve hired to lead us up and down parts of the Soledad Channel, a
meandering mangrove estuary with beautiful scenery, bird watching, sometimes Gray Whales giving
birth. Dinghy full tank, camera, binoculars, sun block, bug spray.
Optional Activity #2: Half Day Bay Fishing in 2 pangas: Sign up (ask Tom Nielsen) to ride in a panga
inside Mag Bay with a local fishing guide. Bring your light fishing gear. Limited to 6 or 8 people. Fish
caught can be donated to tonight’s party.
Shore Party at Restaurant Miramar, starting about 4 pm. Local pangas available for transportation.

NOVEMBER 15, 2017 – WEDNESDAY
Depart Man of War Cove for San Jose del Cabo (approx. 175 n.m.@ 8 knots = 22 hours = third
overnight run)
Plan your departure such that you arrive at San Jose Del Cabo after sunrise. Ideal arrival time is 0800.

NOVEMBER 16, 2017 – THURSDAY
Arrive @ approx. 0600 – 0900 in your slip at Marina Puerto Los Cabos near San Jose del Cabo.
2 nights in marina slips.
Begin fueling.
Optional Activities: Sign up with Kelly Dahill to visit Flora Farms organic green grocer in the
countryside. Or, grab a cab from the marina to the Central Plaza in the historic town of San Jose del
Cabo, walk around town (great Christmas shopping) and check out gourmet eateries. Or, take a selfguided walking tour around the harbor’s interior: art & sculpture gardens, Dolphin Center, ride a camel,
Container Café; visit the adjacent village of La Playita.

NOVEMBER 17, 2017 – FRIDAY
Second day in Marina Puerto Los Cabos.
Finish fueling.
Check out Marine Group Boat Works in the harbor. Various tourist type activities will be offered during
the 2-day visit here.
Dinner Party: Welcome CUBAR to Los Cabos. Marina Puerto Los Cabos will host our welcome party.
Time to begin late afternoon/evening.

NOVEMBER 18, 2017 – SATURDAY
Depart San Jose del Cabo for Bahia de los Suenos (Muertos Cove) (approx. 75 n.m. @ 8 knots = 9.5 hours)
Arrive and anchor at Muertos Cove @ approx. 1500.
Anchor here one night.
Dinner on board, or dinghy to shore to Cantina on beach

NOVEMBER 19, 2017 – SUNDAY
Depart Muertos Cove for La Paz (approx. 52 n.m. @ 8 knots = 6.5 hours)
Arrive at your assigned slip at Marina CostaBaja in La Paz @ approx. 1200 – 1500.
R & R for remainder of day. CostaBaja Resort has 5 nice restaurants, gym, spa and hotel with pool and
bar.

NOVEMBER 20, 2017 – MONDAY
R & R all day: golf, work out, soak in the pool, get a spa message at CostaBaja. Get a taxi or mini bus
to go provisioning in La Paz, tour the downtown Cathedral, etc. Make arrangements for guests flying
down, crew flying out.
Evening: Gala Welcome CUBAR Party with dinner & drinks hosted by Marina CostaBaja.
2017 CUBAR ODYSSEY officially ends.

NOVEMBER 23, 2017 – THURSDAY
CostaBaja Resort will be making a Thanksgiving Dinner; sign up and payment in advance.

NOVEMBER, 2017
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Need maintenance of your vessel? We provide a variety of
convenient services, such as bottom cleaning, zinc replacement and skilled mechanical and electrical assistance.

MARINASERVICESOVERVIEW
• 350 concrete slips (30’ to 65’)
• End ties (64’ to 109’)
• 30/50 amps shore power available
• Water, cable TV & free Wi-Fi
• Telephone service (in some docks)
• Electronic dock access
• 24/7 security guards on the docks & surveillance cameras
• Reinforced, breakwater-protected marina
• Only fuel dock in Ensenada with filtered diesel & gasoline
• Free pump-out service at fuel dock
• Purified water is available
• Daily dock trash collection service
• Complimentary shuttle from docks to hotel
• Dock carts
• Fish-cleaning station and BBQ area
• Restrooms & showers
• Laundry facility (coin operated)
• Used oil & filters disposal area
• Personalized assistance & transportation service to port
clearance offices
• Free weekly shuttle service to shopping centers in
downtown Ensenada
• Round-trip shuttle to San Diego, CA
• Private transportation service to Marina Del Rey, CA
• Access to 5-star resort amenities and dining
• Launch ramp
• Vessel maintenance services: washing, waxing, bottom
cleaning, zinc replacement and maid cleaning service

Cruise into Todos Santos Bay and enjoy the only World-Class
Marina in Ensenada with its own luxury hotel.

Marine chandlery (mechanical and electrical services
available and preventive maintenance programs offered)

A

t Hotel Coral & Marina we combine the finest
maritime facilities in Ensenada with 5-star hotel
amenities you won’t find anywhere else. With 353
slips and a diesel and gasoline fuel dock, we have the
largest and best-equipped marina in the region.
Boaters will find all the conveniences of home on our
modern docks, including fresh water, cable TV hookups,
telephone service, free Wi-Fi and 30/50 amps of shore
power. Electronic dock access and 24-hour security
personnel also guarantee the utmost safety.
For the ultimate in relaxation, we give Marina guests full
access to the exclusive amenities at Hotel Coral. We
encourage visitors to take advantage of our indoor and
outdoor swimming pools, poolside bar service, state-of-the-art
fitness center, Jacuzzis, tennis courts and restaurants. Boaters
also have their own laundromat, showers, convenience store
and Cruisers Lounge with a TV and pool table.
If you’re entering Mexico from international waters, our
Dock Master will handle all of your paperwork and provide
a free shuttle to the Port Captain and Immigration Office in
downtown Ensenada.
A regular shuttle to local stores and the city center is also
available to boaters, so you’ll never feel stranded without
your vehicle.
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The Espiritu Santos Islands at La Paz

T

he 2017 CUBAR Odyssey will enter the
La Paz Bay area by transiting the San
Lorenzo Channel (shown at bottom of
photo) that separates the south end of the
Espiritu Santos Islands
from the La Paz
Peninsula (not shown).
Remember this
beautiful 12-mile long
chain of 3 islands (Isla
Espiritu Santo, Isla
Partida & Los Islotes),
because you’ll
undoubtedly want to
come back here soon
to cruise the dozens of
inviting overnight
anchorages tucked into
sheltered coves, mostly
along the dramatic
west coastline.

For details on 35 named anchorages at the
Espiritu Santos Islands, read pages 121 through
129 in Mexico Boating Guide.

Sportfishing,
snorkeling, scuba
diving and trail hiking
are popular and
rewarding activities at
the Espiritu Santos.
This whole chain is a
national park and
marine sanctuary, so
you’ll see lots of wild
life in its natural
habitat. Nobody lives
permanently on the
Espiritu Santos Islands just a few seasonal
fishing shacks. Park
rangers do patrol and
protect the islands and
waters around them, so
be sure to bring your
SEMARNAT permit,
available in La Paz if
you didn’t get it during
check-in at Ensenada.

NOVEMBER, 2017

/ CUBAR ODYSSEY PROGRAM

11

Bob Senter has decades of experience cruising
the world’s waterways. Professionally, he has
been an authorized factory trainer for both John
Deere and Northern Lights. He is affectionately
known as “Lugger Bob” – after the diesel engine
of choice for generations of long range cruisers –
and has a unique perspective in power
production and the marine industry. As a
sponsor of the CUBAR Rally, Northern Lights
thought it would be worthwhile to get his
thoughts on the most crucial generator
maintenance tips for anyone embarking on a
long range cruise. Here is what we learned:
1. Every day, perform a quick check on these
key components:
✔ Oil Level
✔ Coolant level (check at the pressure cap,
not just the overflow bottle)
✔ Alternator/water pump belt
✔ Look for leaks under the generator. You
might avoid an expensive problem by
fixing a leak early.
12
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2. Change the seawater pump annually before
you start your cruising season. Throw away
the old one or keep it for an emergency
spare if it looks good, but don’t reuse it.
Using silicon
dielectric grease
on the new and
old impeller
will make them
much easier to
remove and
install.
3. If you don’t put a lot of hours on your
generator change the oil and filter twice a year
(spring and fall). Change the fuel filter annually
and service or replace the air filter annually.
Northern Lights generators incorporate a
washable air filter, so you only need to replace
them if the foam seems to be deteriorating. If
you are building up a lot of hours quickly on
the generator, then follow the manufacturer’s
maintenance recommendations.

4. Be sure the AC load breaker or switch is turned
OFF when starting the generator. Let the set
warm up for a minute, and only then connect
the load. When you shut down the generator,
turn the breaker or switch OFF, let the generator
cool down for a minute, and then shut it off.
Providing warm up and cool down times can
prevent expensive failures of the automatic
voltage regulator or generator diodes.
5. Turn OFF the shore power breaker at the
dock before switching the generator on if you
start at the dock. If the generator is attached
to shore power switch that is wearing out it
can lead to catastrophic results.

Northern Lights generators up to 20 KW don’t
require zincs!
10. Service the heat exchanger and replace
coolant every 2 years. If you see steam in the
exhaust or have higher than normal
temperature readings, feel the generator’s
muffler and the hoses that lead in and out of
the muffler. If they are hot to the touch, it
means the seawater flow is being restricted.
Potential causes can include a plugged sea
strainer, worn impeller, slipping pump belt, a
plugged heat exchanger or carbon plugged
exhaust elbow. (Northern Lights generators
use only gear driven seawater pumps, so
there’s no belt worries.)
Bonus Tip! If you’ve changed a fuel filter and
are having trouble starting the generator, DON’T
crank the starter for more than 60 combined
seconds or you could accidentally fill the muffler
and flood the engine with seawater. Just drain
the muffler and repeat the fuel system priming
procedure for your generator.

6. You can prevent dirty exhaust! Try to
maintain 40 – 50% of the generator’s rated
KW load or more at all times. Light loads are
perfect for your inverter; heavy loads are
perfect for the generator and it will run more
efficiently. Light loads will cause the exhaust
elbow to plug with carbon (See photo
above), causing performance problems,
smoke, overheating and failure of the elbow.

To learn more about generator sets, and their
care and maintenance, visit www.northernlights.com.

7. Always carry spares for your generator. At
minimum, carry two spare fuel filters, one
spare belt, one spare oil filter, spare oil and
spare coolant.
8. Inspect the exhaust wet elbow visually once
a year. If you see any visible signs of distress
- like rust spots, leaks or cracks - replace the
elbow immediately before it causes seawater
failures of electrical parts in your generator.
9. Inspect zincs every 90 days until you know
how often they need to be changed. Note:

Northern Lights boxed goods style
heat exchanger, partially removed.
NOVEMBER, 2017
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CUBAR Odyssey 2017 Committee Members
San Diego Yacht Club

These volunteers
have worked more
than 12 months to
organize,

raise

funds and create
this excellent
boating event.

Left to right: Chairman Chuck Dahill, Cruise Chairman Tom
Nielsen, Comptroller Gretchen Mattieson, Sponsorship
Chairman Craig Small, Event Chairman Kelly Dahill,
Assistant Cruise Chairman Pat Rains.

BOAT INDEX

Look up boats in our fleet by boat name on the following pages
Albatross...................16

Heritage....................23, 24

Off. Line ...................29, 30

Ambience .................17

Human Holiday .......24

Pied-a-Mer................30

Angel’s Pearl ............17, 18

J Crew ......................25

Plamor ......................30, 31

Blessed .....................18

Kataluma ..................25, 26

Salty Groms..............31

Brown Eyed Girl .....19

Koumba Bang..........26

Sprezzatura ..............31, 32

BurntSand ................19, 20

Lucky Linda .............26

Tanglewood .............32

Corky Row ...............20

Mad Crab .................26, 27

The Small Crew .......32, 33

Crawfish ...................21

Mallika......................27, 28

Varnebank................33, 34

Figment ....................21, 22

Mr. A+ ......................28

Wild Blue .................34

Flawless....................22, 23

New Fidelity.............28, 29

Floating Stones ........23

Northern Ranger II ..29
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Francis Yacht Club’s Tinsley Island to participate in the Stag
Cruise which he has attended some 25 years. Craig and his
wife Blythe cruised the Delta last year prior to bringing their
boat back to Oceanside.
What’s in a Name
We liked the name on the boat we purchased so we kept it.
Reason to Buy This Boat
Our goal is to cruise to the East Coast via the canal. For this
we knew and wanted a trawler. We met a couple cruising a
Nordhavn 46 and loved their boat. This motivated us to to fly
up to Anacortes to check out a Nordhavn 46, Kadey Krogen
42s and Nordic Tugs 37 & 42s. The N-46 and the KK-42
became our short list. One day out of the blue we decided to
check out a Nordhavn 40 and fell in love with the boat. We
were hooked and bought her.
Previous Boats Owned: Catalina 30, Coronado 41,Catalina
27, Ericson 35 MKII, Ericson 38-200, Beneteau 423

ALBATROSS
Boat Type: Nordhavn 40
Owners: Bill & Cindy Roush
Club: Southwestern YC
Built: 1999
Favorite Cruising
Destination
Other than Southern
California which is our home,
we both choose Mexico and
Central America as our
favorite destination. Having
an adopted daughter from
Guatemala, we have
researched this destination
and want to spend a long
time in Guatemala via the Panama Canal. Our goal at present
is to transit the ICW to the Northeast, year 3. And maybe do
the Great Loop. So as you can read ” we have no plan and
we are sticking to it”. Traveling has been one of our priorities.
It has allowed us to experience numerous cultures. Alot to see
and so little time.
Favorite Boating Experience
Sailing from Puerto Vallarta to Barra de Navidad on a friend’s
Catalina 36 during Christmas break. Our son, Josh was in
college at the time and went with us. We explored several
anchorages and enjoyed the camaraderie of other cruisers.
The warmth, the people and simplicity of this trip encouraged
us to start this new adventure.
About the Crew
William Chris Parsons (Chris) and Laurence Marie-Christine
Georges (Lolo): are a couple from San Pancho, Nayarit. Chris
was an IT Professional who worked with Cindy for 15 plus
years. He has always had a passion for Mexico. He has toured
over 9000 miles throughout Mexico including Baja. He now
resides as a permanent resident of Mexico where he is now
dedicated to both his photography and the noble profession
of beach bum. Lolo was born in Paris, France. Lolo opened a
restaurant in San Pancho specializing in French/Spanish
fusions. Chris became her best customer. Both look forward
to sharing their experience and forming friendship with the
Cubar gang.
Craig Tannahill: Currently owns a Nordic Tug 37. He is a
member of Oceanside Yacht Club. Craig has been boating
since his early years. He has taken his boat, “Tug This” to St.
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Interest in CUBAR
I crewed on the Baja Ha Ha in 2009. I loved the event. It was
well organized and I enjoyed meeting all the different
cruisers. Cindy and I believe that by participating in the
CUBAR we will meet some new life long friends. Hopefully a
couple of boats will be heading our way south. We are
members of Southwestern Yacht Club and have met Bruce a
couple of times. His stories are inspiring and memorable.
Boating Story
Boat shows will get you every time. In 2012 we went to the
San Diego boats show. We sat on a 44 foot Catalina (sailboat)
and my wife said she could go cruising in this boat. The
green light went on. So we purchased a Beneteau 423 and
signed up to do the Baja Ha Ha in 2013. But due to a family
illness we were unable to go. We are members of SWYC and
most of our friends own power boats. My wife was always
elbowing me on how nice these power boats are. Of course
as sailor all my life I kind of ignored the urge. Then once
again we go to another San Diego boat show in 2016. This
time we find our way to a Selene 43. What a beautiful
trawler. On the boat was a book written by the previous
owners. It is call the “Big U”. The book is about their
adventures of taking this Selene 43 from Alaska to Maine
through the canal. Cindy said I would like to do this — cruise
from San Diego through the canal to the East Coast. So the
green light once again went on. We bought Albatross a
Nordhavn 40. We are on our way.

Reason to Buy This Boat
Believe it or not it all started with finding a layout with a table
that six people could eat at. After a day of exploring or
fishing we would gather around and tell stories while
enjoying a good meal. We have had great times around that
table.
Previous Boats Owned
16’ Coleman Canoe, 18’ Achilles, 23’ Alumaweld, 39’
Bayliner.

AMBIENCE
Boat Type: Symbol 59
Owner: Bob Petersen
Home Port: Anchorage, AK
Built: 2000
Purchased: 2007
Favorite Cruising
Destination
My wife and I have spent 11
years cruising the Prince William
Sound with two different boats
out of our home port of
Whittier, Alaska. One of the
most pristine bodies of
protected water in the world
(the effects of the Exxon Valdez
spill long gone) the Prince
William Sound provided us with world-class salmon and
halibut fishing, shrimping and crabbing. We spent nearly 300
days plying the Sound, looking into every nook and cranny
and still did not see it all. Most often we shared bays in the
evenings with no one but Mother Nature.

Interest in CUBAR
Over time we hope to continue south eventually crossing over
to the Atlantic via The Panama Canal and then up the east
coast via the Inter Coastal Waterway. While being a part of
the CUBAR we hope to meet like-minded people who also
want to continue on, while enjoying the camaraderie and fun
of being a part of a large boating group.
Boating Story
In 2007, after spending the winter in Seattle, we were headed
up the Inside Passage and back to our homeport of Whittier,
Alaska. With us for the cruise were my parents, our 9-year old
daughter and a couple of longtime friends. Along the way we
pulled into the small coastal town of Tenakee Springs for the
night. While grandma and grandpa looked on, our daughter
did her part and worked the lines as we docked. As luck
would have it, we docked next to a storywriter and he must
have been impressed because he wrote about our threegenerations on board and working together. We never knew
about this until last year when a friend spotted his article
while perusing the Internet looking for shrimping articles. You
never know who’s watching! Check it out at
http://www.fineedge.com/ARTICLES/inside_passage_blog/blo
g_16.html

Favorite Boating Experience
In 2006 we were bringing Ambience, our 59’ Symbol, up the
West Coast from Marina del Rey to Alaska when we stopped in
San Francisco Bay for the night. On arrival we noticed a
pyrotechnics barge surrounded by numerous floating boats and
as we continued our approach we found a spot where we, too,
could sit and float for a bit. It was then that we were treated to
the best fireworks display we had ever seen. We thought,
“Hmmm, do they do this for all their visitors?” Wow!
About the Crew
Janet Petersen, is my wife and first mate (literally). She helped
build our business The Petersen Group, which is a
condominium development and contracting firm. She also
helped raise our daughter, Christine, who is in her first years
of college. Having these two things under our belt are
affording us the opportunity to accomplish this boating
adventure.
Scott and Suzi Morris are dear friends of ours who live in
Solana Beach, CA. They have extensive sailboat experience
and both are private pilots. Scott speaks Spanish and has
spent a lot of time on Baja, which should be advantageous
What’s in a Name
We were impressed with the interior lighting and colors of
our then soon-to-be-purchased boat; it looked so darned
good compared to our then current boat that it inspired
the name.

ANGEL’S PEARL
Boat Type: Selene 53
Owner: Natalie Pearl
Built: 2004
Favorite Cruising Destination
After the CUBAR, we are excited to
cruise the Sea of Cortez. Many have
told us about its natural beauty and
the sea life. We look forward to
spending time exploring this region.
Favorite Boating Experience
It is not an ocean boating
experience. It was a fourteen day
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canoe/camp trip in Ontario’s White Otter Wilderness Area
(north of Minnesota’s Boundary Waters Park).

Americas’ Cup front and center or the bare bones charter we
did in Tahiti or cruising in the San Juan and

About the Crew
Pat and John Rains write “Mexico Boating Guide” used by the
CUBAR. Both Rainses are USCG licensed masters (Pat 100-T,
John 1,600-T) and have delivered +70 power boats along this
Mexico route, through Panama and the Caribbean. Pat
cruised the Sea of Cortez on her own small sailboat before
joining John in his yacht delivery business. Pat is the West
Coast editor of “BoatUS Magazine” and writes columns for
SEA Magazine and PassageMaker, also the books “MexWX:
Mexico Weather for Boaters” and “Cruising Ports: the Central
American Route.” Since retiring from yacht delivery, Pat and
John cruise just for pleasure, having made three previous
CUBARs, this year aboard “Angel’s Pearl.” Along with Tom
Nielson, Pat is Cruise co-chair this year.
What’s in a Name
Angel Ilarraza & Natalie Pearl… “Angel’s Pearl” (get it?)

Canadian Gulf Islands. I just can’t pick – it’s all awesome!

Reason to Buy This Boat
We chose our Selene because we were interested in a boat
that would provide us with the opportunity to cruise safely,
comfortably and without the need to be tethered to a marina.
Interest in CUBAR
Judging from the quizzical looks/comments we get when we
explain CUBAR to friends and family, it is apparent that most
would pass on this type of adventure. For us, the CUBAR is an
opportunity to make our way to the Sea of Cortez with the
support and in the company of other like-minded adventurers.
Boating Story
We’ll tell ya when we meet!

Favorite Boating Experience
My favorite experience is when we are cruising overnight
watching as the sun dips below the horizon and again in the
morning as it comes up over the horizon. You feel God’s
majesty, power and beauty. This feeling is like a new
experience every time no matter how many times you
experience it. Nothing in all my experiences can top this.
About the Crew
Mike Loper: Mike bought his first boat back east when he was
14 years old. Mike raced sail boats back east. After coming to
the west coast he has restored over a dozen boats. Mike’s
mechanical abilities are amazing. He learned navigation while
serving in the USMC and is an avid scuba diver. The best
thing I can say for Mike is that he is very competent,
peaceful, easy going and a joy to go cruising with.
What’s in a Name
Blessed is the name of our boat and it says it all. We are
totally committed to our Lord and Savior who has blessed us
mightily in every aspect of our lives.
Reason to Buy This Boat
We bought a Nordhavn because open ocean boating
represents total freedom and with a Nordhavn the entire
world is available to experience and explore.
Previous Boats Owned
We owned mostly lake boats prior to the Nordhavn.
Interest in CUBAR
Well to be honest we were scheduled to go to La Paz on our
own (with Mike) the first week of November. I read in the
Log that CUBAR was leaving the exact time we were going
down. I asked Lynn and Mike if we wanted to join them or
avoid them. The decision was unanimous to join the group.
Boating Story
We were mooring in Catalina on a very windy afternoon and I
was driving and Lynn picked up the pole okay but couldn’t
get the line up as we were being blown quickly and directly
into the boat next to us. Two guys jumped on board to help
her pull the line in. As it turned out a couple of hundred
pounds of seaweed had attached itself to the line. That was
several years ago and from that time forward Lynn and I
decided I would work the deck and she would be the driver.
You guys will all see that she’s pretty good at it!

BLESSED
Boat Type: Nordhavn 43
Owner: John & Lynn Cavanagh
Built: 2007
Favorite Cruising Destination
Wow- that’s a hard one. For the
entire family cruising from
Channel Islands and anchoring in
Mission Bay on the 4th of July
watching fireworks that
completely surrounds us. For
cruising alone – coming down the
coast from Canada stopping in
San Francisco watching the
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BROWN EYED GIRL
Boat Type: Skipjack
Owner: Larry Lucore
Built: 1977
Favorite Cruising Destination
San Juan Islands and the Canadian Islands around the San
Juans. In the Bahamas the Abacos and all the outer islands of
the Abacos are beautiful and great cruising. Mexico’s Sea of
Cortez has been mainly where we have spent a lot of time on
the water, from one end to the other and across the back
fishing and cruising. And living in Carlsbad, CA, going to
Catalina and southern California waters. A trailer boat can take
you to many places and all of these areas were just beautiful.
Favorite Boating Experience
All of the above have been great experiences, but I have to
say the FUBAR 2007 topped them all.
About the Crew
Myself and the crew are all retired firemen. Gary Brunsch was
on the 2009 and 2011 FUBAR with me and is a great boater
and fisherman and lives in Ocean Beach. Brandon Lucore has
just retired from San Diego North County Fire Department
and this will his first time on the CUBAR, and has great
knowledge of Baja and fishing.
What’s in a Name
“Brown eyed Girl” named after my wife because she is the
real brown eyed girl.
Reason to Buy This Boat
The Skipjack 28 is not in production anymore but is proven to
be a reliable and sound boat. Besides it is trailerable with an
8’ beam and can be trailered anywhere.
Previous Boats Owned
Started with a 12’ green fiberglass Sears Ted Williams
Gamefisher with a small percolator outboard motor. We fished
the Sea of Cortez and caught limits of yellowtail, dorados,
roosterfish, and cabrilla. Since then you needed a larger boat to
go further out to fish so we upgraded to a 14’ aluminum Valco,
20’ Mako center console, 26’ Angler panga diesel.
Interest in CUBAR
Fishing, going down the coast, parties and cruising with great
boaters.
Boating Story
Too many BS (Baja stories) to list.

BURNTSAND
Boat Type: Nordhavn 57
Owner: Deb & Jim Yeates
Club: Royal Vancouver YC
Home Port: Vancouver, BC
Built: 2002
Captain/Owner Bio
Deb & Jim purchased BurntSand directly from PAE in 2002.
Since then they have travelled over 25,000 nm with her,
covering the west coast from Juneau, AK to Zihuatanejo, MX
a number of times. They participated in FUBAR 2009 and had
a wonderful time with two other couples on board. This will
be their third trip to Mexico and plan to leave BurntSand over
the summer of 2018 on the Mexican west coast.
Favorite Cruising Destination
We have a hard time choosing any one destination as just
spending extended time on the BurntSand is a great
experience. Having said that, our two trips to South East
Alaska, three trips to Haida Gwai and four cruises down the
west coast of Vancouver Island were all memorable, plus of
course the Pacific Coast of Mexico.
Favorite Boating Experience
We have been lucky to have many fantastic boating
experiences on our own, plus, meeting many wonderful
people on the way! Travelling a less travelled route from
Craig, Alaska to the Haida Gwaii Islands in Northwest BC led
to some amazing experiences throughout.
About the Crew
Clark Gallon: Clark lives in Vancouver BC and has been an
active sailor for 35 yrs. In 2010 he went over to the dark side
and currently cruises on a Nordhavn 62. Longest offshore
voyage has been to Hawaii in the Vic-Maui race along with
fellow crew member Les Landes.
Les Landes: Les has been sailing and power boating since his
late teen years. He circumnavigated Lake Ontario several
times and crewed on the world’s oldest tall ship. Les
skippered a charter boat in the Caribbean and a sail boat on
the Vic-Maui race. He has spent over thirty years under sail
and power cruising in the Pacific Northwest. He crewed on a
boat on the 2009 FUBAR. He is a member of The Canadian
Coast Guard Auxiliary (CCGA) and the Royal Canadian Marine
Search And Rescue (RCM-SAR).
Peter J Bonner: Over the past 50 years Peter has extensive
cruising on both sail and power vessels between 25-60 ft
throughout the Pacific Northwest from Puget Sound to the
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Queen Charlotte Islands. Frequent trips (30-40) to the west
coast of Vancouver Island which involves open water coastal
cruising. He also has several trips cruising Pacific Coast of
Mexico including 2009 FUBAR on the MY BurntSand.
What’s in a Name
The CEO of Silicon Graphics gave a speech in the mid 90’s
stating that “Silicon was just burnt sand anyway,” so Jim had
started a computer consulting company and ultimately it was
named BurntSand, and the Nordhavn 57 took on this name.
Reason to Buy This Boat
When we made our decision in 2000 we were looking for a
coastal cruising boat that would be safe, reliable and backed
up by a reputable company – the Nordhavn 57 has been the
right boat for us.
Previous Boats Owned
Formula F25SC
Interest in CUBAR
The San Diego Yacht Club organized and we participated in
FUBAR 2009. We had an amazing adventure and were very
impressed with the professional organization of the entire
event. Our great experience motivated us to sign up again!

place we go to. To date, it’s a tie between Espiritu Island off
La Paz and the Chesapeake. Espiritu was just plain beautiful
and a great reprieve after completing CUBAR 2015.
Chesapeake was great due to location, time of year (Fall in
MD is beautiful) and group of friends we went with.
Favorite Boating Experience
Any time we return without damaging the boat or ourselves
and my wife is still talking to me.
About the Crew
Janette and Lance “McGyver” Murphy, friends from the SDYC
cruising fleet. We have done numerous buddy boating cruises
together and they expressed an interest in doing CUBAR
2015 so we thought we would give 2017 a shot. Janette is a
true water loving person-on the water, in the water or under
the water and Lance has great knowledge of various boating
systems and always ready to help. They are known around
Point Loma due to having 2 full size poodles who go
everywhere with them.
What’s in a Name
Corky Row is the area in MA that my family immigrated to
from Ireland. It’s where all the Irish from Cork County went
to live upon entering the US in the 1800s. Currently a
historic district in Fall River, MA. Boat is a down east style of
boat so we figured we would name her after my east coast
roots. Previous boats were named King of Nothing but that
started to become reality so thought we would take a
different course.
Reason to Buy This Boat
Really like the lines/profile of a down east boat and wanted to
get a smaller boat that just the two of us could handle
comfortably yet have room to invite others to join us. Like
having Zuess Pods as drive system and newer technology
than previous boat.

CORKY ROW
Boat Type: Sabre Express Cruiser 48
Owner: Chuck Dahill
Yacht Club: San Diego YC
Built: 2014
Captain/Owner Bio
Chuck and Kelly have
owned a variety of boats
starting with sailboats in
AZ and power boats in
San Diego. Have done
cruising primarily in
local waters with several
trips to Catalina and
Ensenada. In 2014,
completed 30 days cruising in Maine and Chesapeake.
Participated in CUBAR 2015.
Favorite Cruising Destination
Our favorite boating destination will hopefully be the next
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Previous Boats Owned
Have owned 2 small sailboats, a Californian 57 ACMY, and a
Carver 57.
Interest in CUBAR
The people make it special. The network you get from doing
this lasts a life time. I have run into many CUBAR 2015
participants in Mexico and Southern CA. Nothing better than
to pull into an anchorage and see another CUBARista. Instant
friendship. Also can’t beat the boating experience, knowledge
gained in all aspects of boating just being around other
knowledgeable boaters.
Boating Story
Bought small sail boat, put it in the water, had my wife jump
in and away we went. Sailed across lake in about an hour like
there was nothing to it. Couldn’t understand why everyone
said it was challenging. Tried to return to trailer and boat
would not go where I wanted it to- found out about tacking.
Took 5 hours to get boat back on other side of lake. Walked
back to car and trailer. Still married.

CRAWFISH

FIGMENT

Boat Type: Mediterranean 54 Sport Fisher
Owner: Jay Crawford
Built: 2000
Year Purchased: 2010

Boat Type: Kadey Krogen
48NS
Owner: Donald Gillings
Built: 1997
Year Purchased: 2010

Favorite Cruising Destination
Catalina Island is my favorite island. There are so many things
to do and I never get tired of exploring its beautiful coastline.
Favorite Boating Experience
Traveling to Catalina with my friend Charlie, we had a whale
go total air right in front of our boat. We were on a 29?
Blackman which was about half the length of the whale.
About the Crew
Chet Zahn: He has been a friend of mine for about 20 years.
He has delivered numerous racing sail boats back from Cabo
and Hawaii. Watts Up is the name of his 60’ sailboat, which
helped build and will always be improving the way it sails.
Charlie Rothstein: Has been a friend since high school, a
roommate for 5 years and has worked on the Westerly which
was a fishing and dive boat. He retired from the motion
picture industry and is now traveling and boating.
What’s in a Name
My last name is Crawford and in high school my friends
called my Crawfish.
Reason to Buy This Boat
I enjoy the sportfishing style. The large cockpit area is where
everything happens. With the large swim step it makes it easy
to get in and out of the water. Mediterranean has the largest
engine room of any of the sport fishers which allows me to get
in and out easy. Most of the time I can cruise at 20 to 22 knots
which is great for getting places and outrunning weather.
Previous Boats Owned
38’ Mediterranean Gasoline Powered, 38’ Mediterranean
Diesel Powered, 54’ Mediterranean Volvo Diesel Powered.
Interest in CUBAR
Traveling down the Baja coast with other boaters and
improving my navigation skills.

Favorite Cruising
Destination
Alaska! Enjoyed the people,
wilderness, beauty, wildlife,
fishing, cruising challenges, seclusion, and so much more…
Favorite Boating Experience
Our cruises to Alaska in 2013 and 2014.
About the Crew
Jan Gillings, Admiral
Other crew to be determined
What’s in a Name
Figment was a fun and cute, little purple dragon our family
met during a visit to Epcot Center. Thereafter Figment
appeared in various family settings as well as in Jan’s
classroom. The idea of owning/operating a larger boat for
cruising was one of Don’s dreams/goals of sorts for many
years. Whenever the subject would come up in discussion, he
would joke that it was probably just another figment of his
imagination. The two perspectives just came together. So
when we purchased our Kadey Krogen, Figment just seemed
to be the proper name. We refer to our tender as Magin (as
in imagination) though Don’s brother thinks we should have
named her Reality.
Reason to Buy This Boat
Seaworthiness, vessel quality, livability, relative economy of
operation.
Previous Boats Owned
Formula F25SC
Interest in CUBAR
After cruising the last seven years in the Northwest US and
British Columbia we’ve decided to head Figment south and
through the Panama Canal. We expect to learn a great deal
about dealing with official requirements and a new (to us)
culture and language. We also hope to meet and create
relationships with folks having similar interests and challenges.
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Boating Story
We are headed to Isle Royale from Copper Harbor, MI, in Sea
Legs, our 25’ Formula. This is a 50-nm run across Lake
Superior. We cast off to a glorious sunrise with glassy smooth
conditions. At that early hour Jan and our daughters are still
sleeping below. About 10 miles out we ran into fog with a
very heavy overhead layer and reduced visibility at the
surface. We did not have radar. I throttle back and am sort of
mushing along. At the speed we are making we are
experiencing a significant amount of torque steer from the
stern drive requiring a lot of attention to the compass to hold
the heading, as Sea Legs really wants to turn to port. I
struggle at the helm trying to maintain a side to side watch
and focus on the heading. I finally open the door to the cabin
and ask Jan to please come to the helm and help. A few
minutes later she appears. I ask her to take care of the
forward to port side watch area so I can deal with the helm
and starboard side. About 30 seconds later she shouts, “What
is that building doing out here?” I quickly look to port and
see this huge brown “building” that says Inland Steel on the
side. We make a quick turn to port and run parallel to the
“laker.” As we clear its stern, we turn back to our heading
and I make a quick look to get the name of the freighter.
However, there is no freighter! Not any sign of it. I get this
tingling down my neck and immediately understand the
many Great Lakes’ stories of ghost ships. We’ve just
experienced one.

and explored the Bahama Islands. Our daughters were in their
teens and we felt brave enough to explore new and exotic
harbors and marinas. The biggest challenge for us was
getting familiar with the extremely shallow water in places,
and coral reefs. We learned new mooring techniques and
loved the unique experience and people of the Bahamas.
About the Crew
Kurt Wood — Captain Kurt became licensed about 8 years
ago, and has been a boater all of his life. We previously
owned a Bertram 35’, and went fishing and exploring for
years around Southern California, and most especially
Catalina Island. Kurt is the President and owner of Belmont
Brokerage & Mgmt. in Long Beach. He started the business
40 years ago, and is a CPA and Real Estate Broker. They
specialize in buying and managing apartment complexes for
investment purposes.
Dee Wood – Worked in Education for 30 years in various roles
and school districts. She became an administrator and
consultant for the California Department of Education. Dee
and Kurt have two beautiful daughters who both recently
married young men from Chicago. The family has enjoyed
many boating trips together over the years.
What’s in a Name
We bought our boat in Ft. Lauderdale, FL. after visiting the
Boat Show there. The name of our boat is ‘Flawless.’ It was
owned by a Russian diamond trader, who was selling it to
upgrade to a brand new Johnson. The Russian loved our boat,
and had a full-time crew and Captain to manage it. We
decided to keep the name, as the whole experience was
unique and fun. We’ve been looking for hidden diamonds
aboard Flawless ever since!
Reason to Buy This Boat
The Channel Islands area is where we do most of our boating.
It can get windy and treacherous. Our British-made Fairline
Squadron is designed to withstand the North Sea. It’s fast,
low and sleek. We need to have a boat that could easily pass
under Pacific Coast Highway in high tide, and the design of
this boat qualified. It has been stable and predictable in the
fifteen years we’ve owned it.
Previous Boats Owned
Before this boat we had a 35’ Bertram. It had an open cockpit
area for fishing gear and such – so we were previously much
more inclined to grab equipment to go fishing. Now, our
boat is more for social entertaining and family BBQs on
Catalina Island. We’ve also enjoyed moving from a 35’ to a
60’ yacht.

FLAWLESS
Boat Type: Fairline Squadron
Owner: Kurt Wood
Home Port: Huntington Harbor, CA
Built: 1997
Favorite Cruising Destination
Our favorite boating destination is the West End of Catalina
Island. We have a mooring in Two Harbors, but often do a
‘reciprocal’ in another location near-by (depending on wind
and currents). We were active at Fourth of July Yacht Club for
many years, but now mostly enjoy the simple ambiance and
beauty with friends and family. Catalina is both challenging
and gorgeous in the Spring through the Fall, and for over 35
years it has been our destination of choice.
Favorite Boating Experience
Our favorite boating experience was immediately after buying
our boat in Ft. Lauderdale, FL. We took our two daughters
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Interest in CUBAR
We’ve always loved going to Mexico, interacting with the
Mexican people and challenging ourselves to learn more
Spanish. Last year we put on a beautiful wedding at the St.
Regis in Punta Mita, near Puerto Vallarta. With boating
though, we’ve only gone to Ensenada. We love that with
CUBAR we’ll have the opportunity to challenge ourselves, but
with the safety and security of the group. We look forward to
seeing more of Baja, and most especially exploring the Sea of
Cortez. We enjoyed Chuck Dahill’s presentation to our Long
Beach Yacht Club, and decided this is the year to join-up!
Boating Story
We were moored in Cherry Cove on the West End of Catalina
and Kurt was experimenting with one of his new toys … a
sabre light wand for attracting fish…much like
Obewankanobe! We laughed, drank wine and went to bed.
During the night, thousands of anchovies found that light
and swarmed. It was spectacular to watch those bait fish

being chased by huge tuna. The noise and motion awakened
us. We all went to the stern to see the light reflecting off
thousands of gills and fins … fascinating and beautiful with
the moonlight and shimmer of the sea.

Previous Boats Owned
Meridian 341 & Meridian 580.
Interest in CUBAR
We had heard about the CUBAR but didn’t know much in the
way of details. We were told about the recent informational
session from a boat neighbor and enjoyed meeting others
and finding out more. The CUBAR seems to be a great
opportunity to spend some time meeting other cruisers that
you will likely run across again.
Boating Story
We were in no name cove in Tracy Arm with about 5 other
boats and an iceberg decided to join us. It moved from boat
to boat and each time it came close the crews would come
out with the hooks and fend it off. Made for a great
icebreaker and gave us an opportunity to chat with the others
in the anchorage. The next morning we overhead one of the
boats talking about standing watch overnight to keep an eye
on it. Considering the other boats had taken their share of
bergie bits to ice their cocktails and had a wonderful night’s
sleep….. it was, in hindsight, good to know someone was
keeping an eye on things!

FLOATING STONES
Boat Type: Nordhavn 68
Owner: Bryan Stone
Yacht Club: Roche Harbor YC
Built: 2015
Favorite Cruising Destination
This is such a difficult question for us to answer having spent
most of our time in the Pacific Northwest. We hear from
others, and agree, it is a boating paradise filled with an
abundance of anchorages, small towns and large cities to
explore along with rugged territory that doesn’t show any
signs of human activity.
Favorite Boating Experience
One of our favorite memories was a trip to Prince Louisa Inlet
in British Columbia. Middle of nowhere, through a winding
narrows that opened up into a fjord with over mile high
peaks and extending for five miles ending at Chatterbox Falls.
One of those places you visit that makes you realize you are
just one very small part of the overall equation. It also
happened to be when the Summer Olympics were being
held, and our dish surprisingly enough had signal, so here we
are in one of the most beautiful place we have ever visited,
taking the time to watch the US team take gold in volleyball
then shutting the system back off to get back to our
surroundings. It was a surreal experience.
About the Crew
Bryan & Cheryl Stone. At this point with the remainder of the
crew still being worked out.
What’s in a Name
We started boating when the kids were little and fell upon the
name by a majority vote and have stuck with it ever since.
Reason to Buy This Boat
While we have taken the trip up the inside passage to SE
Alaska our experience has primarily been in relatively
protected waters with an abundance of stops along the way
should the weather not cooperate. Now that we are planning
to spend more time exploring open waters we decided on a
Nordhavn for the safety, security and range it offers.

HERITAGE
Boat Type: Offshore 54
Owner: Tom Nielsen
Yacht Club: San Diego YC
Built: 1999
Favorite Cruising Destination
The Hook at Isla San Francisco in
Baja California, Sur. Crystal blue water, great hiking on Island,
great diving, white sand beaches. What’s not to like?
Favorite Boating Experience
Travels thru-out the Sea of Cortez after Cubar 2015 – we
visited many islands and spent time in gorgeous anchorages.
We met many interesting fun-loving people. Saw beautiful
sunsets, colorful snorkeling spots, much sea life. Enjoyed our
home base in La Paz, nice restaurants, wonderful people.
About the Crew
Tom Nielsen, Captain, co-owner of Nielsen Beaumont Marine,
a local boatyard in San Diego, gained his first boating
experience crewing large motor yachts after college, cruising
extensively from Canada south to Sea of Cortez, and
chartered boats in Belize, Tahiti, the Caribbean. Geri Nielsen,
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Tom’s wife, has joined him on several trips, enjoys everything
on the water. Rick Dahl, Geri’s brother is an avid fisherman
and has crewed on sailboats in the Sea of Cortez. Dave Pekin,
a close friend and SDYC member, owns a sailboat and
regularly travels to Catalina. He is a world class windsurfer,
loves diving, fishing and hunting, and has traveled extensively
in the Baja area in his youth.
What’s in a Name
HERITAGE reflects our love of boating both in our family
history and in our hope we can continue to share boating
experiences with our children and future grandchildren.
Reason to Buy This Boat
Coastal cruiser range, quality, cockpit, engine room space,
complete walk around deck, lower helm (with two helm
chairs), and a washer/dryer.
Previous Boats Owned
46’ Hatteras, 38 Mediterranean, multiple others.
Interest in CUBAR
Meeting other boating enthusiasts and increasing our boating
knowledge as a couple.
Boating Story
Bees at a desert island anchorage – it was so beautiful we
pulled in near shore, anchored, and experienced bees near
the cockpit. We hosed them off, then went snorkeling. To our
horror, when we returned to the boat there were now
thousands of bees swarming – we found out later what they
were seeking was the fresh water we had used to hose off the
first few. Thirsty menace. We learned our lesson to use salt
water to rid the bees next time.

David Fishman - Son, avid surfer and snowboarder looking to
transition from ski bum to beach bum.
Sam Kolber - family friend, aspiring film maker, first time
crew member.
What’s in a Name
Human Holiday is a reference to disconnecting from our
connected communications addiction and focusing on a more
analog experience. The term comes from the animated TV
series Rick and Morty - Anatomy Park episode. The term
became part of our family folklore as someone was always
getting shamed when texting and being chided “Human
Holiday.” Seemed a fitting name for our boat.
Reason to Buy This Boat
After doing CUBAR in 2015 and realizing that we liked the
experience and wanted to do more we developed a long list
of requirements for our next boat. We sold our last boat upon
returning from Mexico in July 2016. Purchased current boat
in Oct 2016.
Previous Boats Owned
31’ Formula on Lake Tahoe, 45’ Monte Carlo 4.
Interest in CUBAR
1. The destination - we are ready to go back to Mexico
2. The people - we liked having the group for the trip down
and enjoyed knowing folks with their boats in Mexico for the
6 months we spent there.
We are looking forward to meeting more great people and
hope to travel further North and South than we did last time.
Story
Our current dinghy is named Unplugged. While this reflects
the overall theme of the boat name, the dinghy name has a
different origin. Our first experience launching the dinghy by
ourselves, using the davit, was memorable as we figured out
the sequence of steps on our new boat, and we concentrated
hard to safely launch the dinghy without banging it into the
boat. Robin and I felt particularly proud at our
accomplishment and how smoothly this went. We then got
into the dinghy to take a ride. I first noticed that the
performance was sluggish and the boat wouldn’t plane. Then
I noticed that the bilge pump was running and not stopping.
Upon further trouble shooting I lifted the seat and found
water almost up the top of the battery and could see that the
drain plug was not in. We were, luckily, able to make it back
to the dock but the dinghy was too heavy for the davit to lift
in its semi submerged state. I was finally able to place the
drain plug in the water without taking a swim in the
November San Diego Bay waters, by laying on a SUP and
screwing the plug in.
1st lesson is: check the drain plug before launching dinghy.

HUMAN HOLIDAY
Boat Type: Outer Reef 650
Owner: Alan Fishman
Built: 2008
Purchased: 2016
Favorite Cruising Destination
Sea of Cortez- Our experience in La Paz and cruising north
into the Sea of Cortez in the 6 months after CUBAR 2015,
were the best times we’ve spent on the water. The unspoiled
anchorages, clear water, teeming sea life, and lovely towns
make this a “must experience” cruising destination.
About the Crew
Robin Mano - Spouse and partner in crime.
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2nd lesson : Dinghy needs to be named Unplugged.

family in a beautiful sunset ceremony just off the Ensenada
shore. With our vows being said almost 25 years ago, we
have a special place in our hearts for boating and Mexico. …
Of course there’s always a good sh*t story to tell … Having
just purchased JCREW and stuck in Marina del Rey Harbor
waiting on a replacement exhaust elbow, we woke up the
second morning to a fountain of sh*t coming from our waste
tank and spewing all over the dock and the neighboring boat.
Jim spent over an hour hosing down until we finally came
clean. We quickly learned how to pump the head!

J CREW
Boat Type: Californian 55
Owner: Jim Parker
Club: Newport Harbor YC
Home Port: Newport Beach, CA
Built: 1990
Favorite Cruising
Destination
We’ve enjoyed numerous trips to
Catalina Island and have spent
many memorable vacations
snorkeling, diving, hiking and
paddle-boarding in Avalon,
Moonstone, Isthmus, and our
favorite – Cherry Cove.
About the Crew
Hello Cruisers! We are Jim and Jan Parker from Newport
Beach, California and we are members of the Newport Harbor
Yacht Club. We are new to cruising but have owned and
enjoyed boating for over 20 years. Jim is a 100 ton captain
and our go to mechanic. Jan keeps everything ship shape and
stops Jim from drilling too many holes and mounting things
in weird places.

KATALUMA
Boat Type: Skipjack
Owner: William Taylor
Built: 1977
Owner Bio
Have been working past 18 yrs as a Pilot for Aerial Firefighting
(drop red stuff on hot stuff) in support of ground firefighters.
Flew hunters, fishermen, and river rafters in Idaho Back
country, crop-dusted 11 yrs, and owned many small
watercraft.

Tad and Irmelda Dines are joining us as crew. Tad is Jan’s
brother, who has participated in numerous fishing adventures
in Mexico. His spunky wife, Irmelda, is a fabulous cook and
our native Mexican who can talk her way out of any trouble
we might get into.

Favorite Cruising Destination
The next Port, the planning… and we haven’t been there yet.

What’s in a Name
No, we have no connection to the preppy clothing line, but
instead the name comes from our family of four – Jim and
Jan, and our wonderful children, Jack and Jodi.

About the Crew
Sally A. Taylor; Registered Professional Nurse, active in
California and Arizona, BLS Certified, expires 9/2019.

Previous Boats Owned
Uniflight 23, Downeast 41, Magnum 35.
Interest in CUBAR
We’re first year empty nesters and this will be our first trip on
JCREW to Baja! We’re thrilled to be able to cruise with the
comradery and support the CUBAR has to offer. Now can
someone share with us how to get back to the states?
Boating Story
The question was should we include a funny story or a
romantic story? We decided on both … Since romance
should always come first … Our marriage started onboard the
Viking Serenade cruise ship with 80 of our closest friends and

Favorite Boating Experience
Trip from Duncan, BC. Astoria,WA., Portland, OR. to San
Diego, CA.

Boating Experience
Chapman Powerboat Certification (CPC) Program
National Association of State Boating Law Administrators
(NASBLA) Boating Safety
Pleasure Boating; 28 foot, 5 yrs. 58 foot, 2 yrs.
About the Crew
Captain Wally Neidthardt; Coast Guard 100 ton master, and
U.S. Merchant Mariner- Retired; Operated as Wally’s Marine
Services, providing Yacht Management, Training and Repairs.
Also as Professional Yacht Captain- Alaska to South America
on Pacific Coast, from Road Island to South America on
Atlantic Coast, and all of Caribbean. New yacht deliveries
Louisiana to San Francisco through Panama Canal.
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Charlie Liffick, Retired commercial Airline Pilot, been boating
most of his life, had 60’ houseboat Lake Powell, now owns
and lives on 44’ DeFever. In the past 8 years has put 6000
miles+ under his keel, mostly single handing.
What’s in a Name
“KATALUMA” is Greek for Guest House. First boat was a fixer
upper named “EPOMONEY” Greek for patients. We learned a
lot about those, yet we still bought another 333.
Reason to Buy This Boat
Stand up engine room, maintenance logs and records for me.
I didn’t have much input on the rest. Sally loves it, and I can’t
think of anything more important. Can you?
Previous Boats Owned
28’ Apollo Sedan Cruiser 10 yrs. & 5 fishing boats
Interest in CUBAR
Meeting boaters who like to travel.

LUCKY LINDA
Boat Type: Symbol 68
Owner: Manuel Lopez
Built: 2003
Year Purchased: 2016
Owner Bio
Manny has been boating and fishing for over 22 years. He
lives in Chandler, Arizona and gets to San Diego as often as
he can. The San Diego home base is Sun Road Marina.
Favorite Cruising Destination
Manny enjoys boating to Catalina Island. He is anxious to
journey down to Mexico with the CUBAR group to learn
about boating into the Mexican waters.

KOUMBA BANG
Boat Type: PAE Nordhavn 40
Owner: Abdoulaye Diop
Built: 2006

Favorite Boating Experience
Manny recently obtained his diving certification so he is ready
to venture out. He recently took his family and friends to
Catalina to dive and really enjoyed the experience. He is
looking forward to expanding his horizons into the southern
waters to dive there as well.
About the Crew
Mark Knourek is a long time friend. He enjoys to fish and is
very helpful with the mechanics of the boat.
Eric Ostrander is another friend that loves the water. He served
in the US Navy and was in a fast track nuclear submarine for six
years. Eric loves to cruise in and on the water!
What’s in a Name
LUCKY LYNDA was named by the previous owner. The new
name will be TAKING TIME.
Reason to Buy This Boat
Prior to purchasing LUCKY LYNDA, Manny owed TIME OUT –
a 48’ SeaRay Sedan Bridge. He enjoyed all the boating he did
on TIME OUT – but once he saw LUCKY LYNDA ….TIME OUT
didn’t have a chance. The floor plan and finishes of the
Symbol provide for smooth boating and relaxing times!
Previous Boats Owned
Manny started many years ago with a small fishing boat. He
has owned a 330 Sundancer and a 48’ SeaRay Sedan Bridge
Interest in CUBAR
Manny looks forward to learning the details about boating
into Mexican waters. The ability to travel to major ports
within Mexico with a group of folks that have the same
interests is a rare opportunity and he is really looking forward
to this exciting adventure!
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name of Crabb, her childhood nick name, Mad Crab, was the
perfect choice for their first sports fishing boat.
Reason to Buy This Boat
I’ve always wanted a sports fishing boat since I was 10. But it
wasn’t until last year that I finally pulled the trigger. I’ve
always admired clean lines on sports fishing boats. The Cabo
brand certainly fits that bill. After months of research, I kept
coming back to the quality build, performance and comfort
of the Cabo 40 Flybridge. The 40 seemed to be the right size
for my first boat.
Previous Boats Owned
This is my first boat. But by the number of hours I have put
on it in less than a year, you’d think it was my 3rd. The
learning curve has been fast and furious – and the best.

MAD CRAB
Boat Type: Sportfishing Cabo 40
Owner: Greg Hayward
Yacht Club: Balboa YC
Built: 2005
Favorite Cruising Destination
As members of the Balboa Yacht Club in
Corona del Mar, we love to cruise to
Whites Cove where we enjoy long
weekends on shore and on the Mad Crab
with friends in paradise. We also love
Cherry Cove and the Isthmus. We look
forward to many more cruising
destinations – including CUBAR and
Mexico!

Interest in CUBAR
Our crew mate, George has told tales of endless sea life,
beautiful skies and great experiences with the marinas and
towns. We love Mexico and all that it offers.
Boating Story
Mad Crab is a 2005 40’ Cabo purchased last November in
Texas. She made her way through the Panama Canal and
found her new home at the Balboa Yacht Club in Corona del
Mar. She has already provided the Hayward family with many
fish taco dinners after several successful trips out. We have
two college aged girls, who have fully embraced the fishing
experience. Our eldest, Maddie, caught her first Mako shark
recently which provided a bloody fight and a great dinner!

Favorite Boating Experience
We love piling as many of our girls and
their friends on board and spending a
long day fishing with our favorite fishing
Captain Joe Barian. 9 times out of 10,
we end of with a slew of fish which we
proudly cook up for killer fish tacos.
About the Crew
Greg Hayward
Madeline Hayward
George Logan
Debbie Logan
Pedro Hernandez
George Logan and his lovely wife Debbie. George is an
accomplished boater with endless hours of boating and
fishing experience both here in CA as well as in Baja. In fact,
it was George’s experience cruising down to Baja in a friend’s
boat recently that convinced us to do CUBAR. Madeline is
Greg’s wife. Madeline is new to the boating life – but has
embraced it and is ready to experience CUBAR. Pedro has
captained numerous friends’ boats down to Baja. He is an
accomplished captain and an even better maker of Ceviche
from our catches. Definitely worth taking him aboard!
What’s in a Name
Mad Crab is named, appropriately, after Greg’s wife,
Madeline. With a shortened name of Mad and a maiden

MALLIKA
Boat Type: Flemming Trawler 53
Owner: Neil Hardin
Yacht Club: American Legion YC
Built: 1988
Favorite Cruising Destination
Mexican waters and all the local
channel islands.
Favorite Boating Experience
Any day there’s no storm or no rain.
About the Crew
Neil Hardin: Newport Beach, CA, Owner/Captain
of the Mallika.
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George Till, Co-Captain, First Mate, San Juan Capistrano, CA,
Owns Construction Co., Avid Fisherman.
Scot Semonell: Retired Firefighter from Anaheim, CA,
EMT/Swift Water Rescue, Scuba Diver.
Amy Ashton: Bear Stearn, CSU Chancellor’s Office, SLC > NYC
> Sunset Beach, CA, Scuba Diver/Swimmer.
Terri Jackson: IT Consulting Business Owner, several trips to
Catalina with Capt Hardin, avid Adventure ADW Scuba Diver,
World Traveler, having visited over 36 countries, mother of 2.
What’s in a Name
Boat was named Mallika when I purchased it – liked the
name. The name has many different meanings depending on
where you are from – ex: angel in Swahili, or jasmine,
princess, jasmine princess… etc.
Reason to Buy This Boat
A little bigger & comfortable for cruising long distances. Well
respected name in the boating world.
Previous Boats Owned
1942 home boat wood sailboat – 24’ long, 14’ waterski boat,
Columbia 26 sailboat, Islander 30 sailboat, Freeport 41
sailboat, Erickson 27, 27’ Sea Ray, 27’ Gritty White, Hero –
soling racing sailboat 27’. 35’ Cabo Fleming.
Interest in CUBAR
Traveling in a group with people that have the same interest
as mine. Exploring new territory.

and his three kids. My wife Laura and Greg’s wife Devon came
over on the ferry and joined us for 6 days. Knowing the whole
family loves boating opens up a lot of opportunities for fun and
water oriented experiences for everyone.
About the Crew
Greg Alioto (son)
Scott Murfey (son-in-law)
Julius Paeske (long time friend since we were 14 years old)
Micheal Paeske (son of Julius Paeske)
What’s in a Name
I named our first boat Mr. A because when I was in trouble
around the house my wife called me Mr. A, as in “you better
straighten up.” I said it was because I was an angel. She also
says it because I am a type “A” personality and compulsive
about keeping our boat clean and in great shape. When we
bought our present boat this past year our grandkids wanted
to keep the original name of Mr. A but wanted to add a “+”
sign because they said we have more grandkids and we will
have more fun, hence the name “Mr. A +”.
Reason to Buy This Boat
I wanted an Offshore 58 /62 since 1996 but could only afford
being a partner in a sail boat. When my wife decided she did
not like sailing any more we sold our interest in the sail boat
and bought a 48’ Offshore in 2003. I always liked the lines and
profile on this boat and loved the classic teak interior. Since our
two children were married the family has grown with the
addition of six grandkids, so it was a good excuse to finally get
my dream boat this past January 2017. Happy to report my
wife and whole family and friends really enjoy this boat.
Previous Boats Owned
Ski Nautique, Catalina 42’ sailboat, Offshore 48.
Interest in CUBAR
I have always wanted to go to the Sea of Cortez and doing it
with the CUBAR offers the safety and support to make it
happen, plus you get to meet a lot of very nice people who
share the fun and enjoyment of boating.
Boating Story
I recently helped a good friend bring his Michelson 62’
Nomad Long Range Cruiser from La Paz to San Diego. We left
La Paz and never stopped at a dock or anchored, except for
fishing, until we got to the Shelter Island Customs dock. We
went 7/24 for 5 days. It was my first time to do any long
range boating and it helped me get some experience for the
upcoming CUBAR trip.

MR. A+
Boat Type: Offshore 62
Owner: John Alioto
Yacht Club: San Diego YC
Built: 2003
Favorite Cruising Destination
We love to go to Catalina as much as possible. It’s relaxing
and lots to do. Another favorite place is La Playa basin next to
the SDYC, just a few hundred yards from our slip.
Favorite Boating Experience
We have many favorite boating experiences mostly with our
family, grandkids and close friends. Most are in La Playa but the
best are at Catalina. A few years ago we went to Buffalo Beach
with our daughter Melissa and her husband Scott and their two
boys and some very close friends. Most recent was taking our
new boat on its maiden voyage to Catalina with my son Greg
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We did the Cubar in 2015 on our Nordhavn 46, Northern
Ranger I, with the intention of keeping the boat down in
Mexico and perhaps travelling further afield as the other half
became more and more retired and less and less prone to
going to work.
The trip down was a lot of fun, full of adventure and some
very good times, and not a little excitement thrown in for
good measure. (Interesting story from the last year and a half
would probably be the time we were trying to get into Turtle
Bay, after the fleet had gone on further south, and we were
confronted with a very angry and uncooperative thunder and
lightning storm. After trying in vain for several hours to find a
hole in the storm, we were finally granted permission to pass
and hightailed it past Turtle and followed the rest of the gang
to Santa Maria and anchored there…unscathed but a little
shook up!)

NEW FIDELITY
Boat Type: Nordhavn 57
Owner: Calvin David
Built: 1998
Owner’s Bio
Calvin and Donna have been cruising
full time since 1998.
Favorite Cruising Destination
Mediterranean.
About the Crew
Rick and Doreen are long time sailors
from our Miami days.
What’s in a Name
The paddle boat in “Love In The Time
Of Cholora.”
Reason to Buy This Boat
Fell in love.
Previous Boats Owned
44’ Alden Sloop.
Interest in CUBAR
Camaraderie.

We have absolutely loved cruising in the Sea of Cortez
whenever we have a chance to come down from our home in
Vancouver, BC – we even drove down in our camper last fall,
pulling our Grady White behind us, so we could spend lots of
time really exploring the Sea with friends and family. And then
one day, Lawrence was looking on Yacht World… it all starts
like that… and found that one of the boats that had come
along with us on Cubar ’15 was up for sale… Worknot, a
beautiful Nordhavn 50 – the obvious choice for someone with
undiagnosed four-foot itis. Her owners, Gale and Mary
Plummer, had suddenly been given the opportunity to become
owners of a Nordhavn 57, in Florida. Just like that we were
two-boat owners again. The 50, which we renamed Northern
Ranger II, is up at Chula Vista, waiting to come down on the
Cubar. We bought our N46 already with the name Northern
Ranger 1, and liked it so much we have decided to bring it
along with us. Somehow it has just worked!
We are currently working on bringing the 46 up to Ensenada
so she can be put on the market, with Jeff Merrill (who sold
us the 50) ( which means we may have to do the Bash before
we do the Cubar again!) There was a thought to bringing the
new boat down to La Paz this spring, but we have decided
that it would be a lot more fun if we had a boat in the San
Diego area for the summer. After all, what with hurricanes
and extreme heat, we don’t cruise in that part of Mexico in
the summer for almost 6 months. This way, we have a boat
that we can fly to or even drive to… kind of a summer home
away from home. And then – we will be able to join the gang
and do a repeat of the Cubar, along with old friends and new
friends. We made some wonderful friends on our last Cubar,
which is part of the reason we want to do it again.
Our cruising experience had been exclusively the Pacific
Northwest, almost 40 years of piloting various boats up and
down the coast from Vancouver and around Vancouver
Island. We thought we lived in one of the most beautiful
cruising grounds in the world and we do… but we have
become very smitten with the Sea of Cortez and are looking
forward to another season of exploring. After that, we are not
sure which direction we will be heading!

NORTHERN RANGER II
Boat Type: Nordhavn 50
Owner: Lawrence Talbot
Home Port: Vancouver, BC
Home Club: Royal Vancouver Yacht Club
Built: 2001

The Nordhavn fleet certainly offers boats that will take us
anywhere, and do it comfortably. The 46 is an extremely
seaworthy boat that can handle almost anything you throw at
it. Having the extra four feet, with the 50, and still having one
of the more seaworthy Nordhavns built, along with a few
extra knots of speed, will be a bonus.
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OFF.LINE
Boat Type: Symbol 59 Classic Pilot House
Owner: Bob Kreidel
Club: Corsair YC
Home Port:
Built: 2007
Favorite Cruising Destination
Most trips are to Catalina with Corsair Yacht Club. Good
times, good fun, and good people make a great destination.
We also enjoy offshore fishing for yellowtail, tuna, and
dorado. Love pulling up to a kelp patty full of fish! San
Clemente Island is a favorite for fishing and diving… when
you can go there without being chased off by the Navy.
Favorite Boating Experience
Cruising southern Florida and the Keys before shipping boat to
Ensenada. Ensenada is a great place too! Spent 9 months there.
About the Crew
Bob Kreidel-Captain
Margie Meehan-First Mate
Crew-TBD
What’s in a Name
Came with the boat… Was going to change it until I found
out what the LED back lighted name cost. Plus the name has
grown on us, and it looks great!
Reason to Buy This Boat
Well, as usual, I was looking for a fishing boat, and the boss
lady liked this boat better. So I can still catch fish, and she’s
happy.
Previous Boats Owned
21’ Glastron, 24’ Bayliner, 30’ Searay, 47 Bayliner Pilothouse,
26’ Scout Abbaco-Still own, and keep in Loreto.
Interest in CUBAR
I’ve been dreaming and planning to cruise Mexico and
beyond for years. Just retired, purchased new boat, sold old
boat, and now ready to go! Have been looking at CUBAR for
years. I am looking forward to a great adventure, meeting
new friends, and a new cruising lifestyle. After La Paz, we
have no itinerary except wandering wherever the weather is
good and the beer is cold!
Boating Story
Has anyone else filled up their water tank only to find out it
was the fuel tank? I can laugh about it now… Not so funny
then. Luckily it was the 100 gallon saddle tank and the valves
were closed.
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PIED-A-MER
Boat Type: Tiara 50 Coupe
Owner: Bill Wolf
Club: California YC
Built: 2015
Purchased: 2016
Favorite Cruising Destination
Emerald Bay, Catalina. Turquoise water, great snorkeling.
Favorite Boating Experience
Cruise to Turtle Bay Baja in 1968 on a 36’ ketch in 60 knot
winds.
About the Crew
So far, I have Rick Reisman, who at 25 was the owner/skipper
of an oil rig repair operation with a fleet of boats, and has
been boating for over 40 years. He is currently an investment
banker. Richard Marciniak will be coming along on his
maiden small boat cruise. His claim to fame is more cruise line
travels than any other person I know, about 10 cruises per
year. However, he will have to learn to cook and clean on this
one. On my tentative list are Drew Hunt, a forensic CPA and
former partner of mine, and Mike Meehan, the yacht broker
who sold me my new boat.
What’s in a Name
Pied-A-Mer is French for foot on the sea. It’s a takeoff on PiedA-Ter, foot on the land, but more commonly, your little
getaway home.
Reason to Buy This Boat
Comfort for the wife who had to have a queen size bed and
full stateroom if she was going to boat with me (she’s not
coming). Latest technology in Volvo pod drive engines and
electronics, even DPS. Fuel efficient engines made for cruising
long distances – 1000 miles at 8 knots – yet top speed of 37
knots for the quick trip to Catalina. Great looks – a Tiara 50.
Previous Boats Owned: Doral 45, Cobalt 27, Sea Witch 36 ketch.
Interest in CUBAR
Going with a bunch of boats for social and safety aspects.
Introduction to cruising in the Sea of Cortez.
Boating Story
I’m told that I love it when something goes wrong and I need
to improvise.

PLAMOR
Boat Type: Nordhavn 50
Owner: Neil & Dianna Simpson
Built: 2002
Purchased: 2016
Favorite Cruising Destination
We have several favorites for different reasons. Red Bluff Bay
in Alaska for wildlife. Sea of Cortez anchorages and Tenacatita
for warm water and beaches. Broughton Islands in British
Columbia and San Juan Islands for fun. Princess Louisa and
Alaska for scenery. Costa Baja, Paradise Village, and Barra
Marinas for pools and restaurants.
Favorite Boating Experience
See Favorite Destinations.
About the Crew
Neil Simpson, Diana Simpson, Greg Simpson, Jennifer Simpson
What’s in a Name
PLAMOR. Easy to say on radio.
Reason to Buy This Boat
Had Nordhavn 40 for 14 years that we transitioned to from
sailing.
Previous Boats Owned
Nordhavn 40, Valiant 40, Catalina 36.
Interest in CUBAR
Meeting people with similar interests.
Boating Story
Seeing sail boat we sold in 2002 one slip away from our
friends’ boat in La Cruz.

SALTY GROMS
Boat Type: Mikelson
Owner: Ryan Wilson
Built: 2003
Favorite Cruising
Destination
Bahia Santa Maria Last CUBAR we
were sheltered here
for several days.
Each day we spent
running around on
the beach chasing
crabs, playing in the water, surfing and hunting Sand Dollars.
The remoteness of the anchorage gives you a sense of a much
simpler life.
Favorite Boating Experience
CUBAR 2015 - Often we tell friends that our trip was less of a
vacation and more of an adventure. It was and is something
that all of us will carry with us through our lives. The kids
continually ask when we leave again for the next adventure, and
are eager to build new memories this fall on the next CUBAR.
About the Crew
Meichele Wilson - Wife, mom, homeschool teacher, chef, and
all around head decision maker.
Irelyn Wilson – 13 yr old daughter who loves boating, taking
night watches and constantly challenging mom and dad for
their parenting role. She was a huge help running the boat
on the last CUBAR and will be taking on more of a role on
this CUBAR.
Kinnley Wilson – 11 yr old daughter who loves the ocean,
boating and all animals. She is our artistic one constantly
turning beach finds into jewelry. She and Declan love to surf
and constantly challenge each other to surfing contests.
Declan Wilson – 9 yr old son who is the boat comedian. He is
absolutely hilarious and keeps us entertained for hours.
Ryan Wilson - Husband, father and lowest on the totem pole.
What’s in a Name
A grom is a slang word for surfer kid. Salty surfer kids seemed
fitting for all of us.
Reason to Buy This Boat
We learned a lot on the last CUBAR with our 3 kids. On the
top of the list was a boat over 100,000 lbs, stabilized, 3500+
nm range, and a safe pilot house. Secondly was the layout
and a quality brand.
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We were very familiar with the Mikelson brand and quality
having owned one before. The Mikelson Nomad was the
perfect layout for us. It’s tough to find the right layout in a
boat as it’s so personal, however this one was perfect for our
sized family. The back fishing deck gives ample space for
water toys or hanging out while anchored. She carries 2000
gallons giving us trawler range however with a semidisplacement hull we can move at 18 kts in an emergency.
The extra rooms give the kids more privacy if needed. Finally
having been pounded several times in the last boat we are
very happy to be stabilized!

Previous Boats Owned
24’ Campbell Cuddy Cabin
Interest in CUBAR
Learn about ports and marinas along the coast, back up
support, meet cruisers.

Previous Boats Owned
22’ Fishing Boat, 26’ Fishing Boat, 28’ Magic Power Cat, 50’
Mikelson SF.
Interest in CUBAR
Making new memories.
Boating Story
In March of 2015 we were running from Isla Partida to San
Jose del Cabo. Running through Ceralvo Channel we saw
another CUBAR boat, Small Crew, pop up on the AIS heading
towards us. At the time we were chasing a pod of whales and
were able to hail Craig and say high before continuing on.
Shows how small this world is.

TANGLEWOOD
Boat Type: Nordhavn 60
Owner: Peter Hayden
Built: 2014
Favorite Cruising Destination
Hard to say. They just keep getting better and better. The
Pacific Northwest is hard to beat, but we really enjoyed
eastern Canada, the US east coast, and the Bahamas as well.
Now we are looking forward to Mexico.
Favorite Boating Experience
Our favorite is being in a remote location with some
combination of scenic beauty and wildlife.
About the Crew
Laurie and I have run boats together for over 30 years and
seem to be able to do it without too much drama.
Occasionally we have company, but most of the time it’s just
the two of us.
What’s in a Name
We renovated an old house in Gloucester, MA and in
researching the history of the house, we discovered that it
had been named “Tanglewood” back in the roaring twenties.
Naming houses isn’t our thing, so we appropriated the name
for our boat at the time, and have used it ever since.

SPREZZATURA
Boat Type: Nordhavn 40
Owner: Eric Bescoby
Built: 2001
Favorite Boating
Experience
Watching the sunset in any
quiet cove.
About the Crew
Brian Metcalf
What’s in a Name
What was once called sprezzatura, a wonderful word coined
by the sixteenth-century writer Baldassare Castiglione, is a
kind of graceful restraint that is an elemental characteristic of
true civility. It helped define Western ideas about the
gentleman, and it helped strangers to manage the slow
transition to friendship.
Reason to Buy This Boat
Seaworthiness, safety, quality, great design and engineered
systems, factory support, Owners Group, resale value.
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Reason to Buy This Boat
We ventured into power cruising around 2009, and worked
our way up through a couple of boats as we figured out how
interested we really were in longer range cruising. By 2012
we knew we liked spending multiple months on the boat,
and made a list of the places we wanted to visit. Most of
them were unreachable in the boat we had at the time, so we
started the process to switch to the Nordhavn.
Previous Boats Owned
In the power cruising category, Back Cove and Grand Banks.
Interest in CUBAR
We usually cruise alone, and think the CUBAR will be a fun
change of pace. And it’s going the right direction at the
right time!
Boating Story

Last summer we anchored in a cove with no charted
obstructions. We circled the area before anchoring, and never
saw less than 70’ of water. Over the next few hours as the tide
dropped, a rock reef emerged no more than a boat length
from where we had circled. That was an eye opener.

it was accepted and we were like…oh s**t! This is happening.
Previous Boats Owned
Meridian 440, Hallett 24, Nordic 26’, Ski Nautique,
Catamaran 16
Interest in CUBAR
We enjoyed our 2015 CUBAR and our 2013 FUBAR
experience. We met interesting people, cruised the beautiful
Mexican coastline, and made many great memories.
Boating Story
Last CUBAR we had 11 passengers for a week cruising from
Puerto Vallarta to Barra de Navidad. We made a quick stop
into a beautiful little cove called Careyes and were lucky to
get a mooring. As soon as that mooring was hooked we had
11 pairs of fins, masks and snorkels out and everybody in for
a swim.

THE SMALL CREW
Boat Type: Offshore 62
Owner: Craig Small
Yacht Club: San Diego YC
Built: 2004
Owner Bio
Craig is semi-retired after running his
builders supply company for over 30
years. Now following a life-long
passion of boating. The Small Crew is
his second ocean vessel and his 5th
Small Crew boat. Craig is also a
commercial and instrument rated
pilot. He has 2 grown boys and a wife
of 32 years, First Mate Cathy.
Favorite Cruising Destination
Catalina and Mexico on the Small Crew. Have also greatly
enjoyed chartering boats in the BVI’s, St. Thomas and St.
Barts, St. Lucia and The Grenadines, Guadalupe, The Bahamas
and Belize. We love being on the water.

VARNEBANK
Boat Type: 24 meter Dutch Trawler
Owner: Ken & Christy Donnelly
Yacht Club: San Diego YC
Built: 1965

Favorite Boating Experience
FUBAR 2013 and CUBAR 2015
About the Crew
All are current or former boat owners with lots of experience.
Cathy (first Mate and wife) loves Mexican culture and
spending time on the water. Al Messenberg is an expert
seaman with extensive sailing experience. He speaks fluent
Spanish and knows Mexican culture well. This is his second
CUBAR with us. Dave Hingtgen is retired Navy and former
owner of the Miss Molly, a Silverton 45. This is his first
CUBAR. Chris Murray, on top of being a great fisherman and
crew mate, Chris is a member of the Newport Yacht Club and
Broker for Offshore boats. Chris was on the FUBAR committee
in 2013.
What’s in a Name
Our last name is Small. Craig’s parents had a 42’ Californian
Trawler named the Small Crew and we are carrying on
the tradition.
Reason to Buy This Boat
We had our eye on this boat for a while. We made an offer and

Owner Bio
Ken came from the technical side of boating experience,
although I was introduced to cruising and sailing by my
father when I was 14. Prior to Varnebank I have owned sail
and power boats, however, I always preferred the mechanics
of cars, boats or planes to driving, sailing or flying. I trained
as an aircraft mechanic and was also a corporate pilot prior to
flying as a pilot for United for 25 years. Christy is a sailor at
heart and is known as one of the better navigators of her era.
She navigated and sailed from 1975 until 1994 with some of
the “best of the best” with such people as Tom Blackhaller
when they won the Bermuda Race in 1980, navigating for
Kialoa in the 1979 Fastnet Race, and for Dennis Conner for 4
years where she became the first woman to sail as crew in the
America’s Cup. We met in working on the 1983 America’s
Cup program as we both worked for the Freedom campaign.
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Christy and I participated in the Cubar 2015 together on
Varnebank. We had a great adventure, staying until February
2106. It worked so well, we got married in July 2016.
Favorite Cruising Destination
Although there are so many great destinations, we enjoyed
the Sea of Cortez so much that we returned to La Paz in Dec.
2016 and stayed until June of 2017; a 2,850-mile round trip.
Several boats from the Cubar 2015 were still there and we
were able to spend some great time with them. While in
Mexico on out most recent trip, we went to the trouble of
obtaining the required licenses for legally chartering in
Mexico. Not a simple task, but we will enjoy showing others
the magic of the Sea of Cortez.
Favorite Boating Experience
Ken’s Pacific Crossing on the S&S sloop Orient from Honolulu
to St Francis Yacht Club. Also the adventure of actually
purchasing Varnebank in Holland and bringing her home to
California. My sweet wife, Christy, keeps talking about her years
cruising the canals of France and Belgium even above all her
sailing miles. I think we are going to have to go barging again!
About the Crew
Fast Forward: Although for Cubar 2015 there were just the
two of us, we are planning to do the Cubar 2017 with a crew
of 6.
Jim and Leslie Reynolds: Over thirty years we’ve weathered
clear skies to hurricanes cruising in the Bahamas, Mexico,
Australia, New Zealand, Croatia and France. Owned sabots,
Bertram, Grand Banks and a racing catamaran. We currently
own a 40’ Bill Garden express cruiser and recently added a
31’ day sailor to our portfolio. Boating has been a part of our
family from the SDYC junior program, being part of Team
Dennis Conner and the Stars and Stripes team for 3 Americas
Cup campaigns to just anchoring out in La Playa Cove. We
feel privileged to have raised our boys at SDYC and watch
their families learn to love the lifestyle. We look forward to
this Cubar experience.
Robert and Darlene Spriggs: Having sailed in numerous
countries, we can say without hesitation that the six week
cruise aboard our friends’ 65’ Tollycraft “Great Escape” from
Anacortes to Glacier Bay, Alaska and return was the most
enjoyable trip. The vastness and tranquility of the magnificent
scenery and the abundance of wild life and nature is an
experience never to be forgotten. Also, at the top of the list
was a 1978 family vacation aboard our 60’ cutter “Jonathan
Swift”. It was a 12 month, 6,000 mile cruise from San Diego,
with numerous anchorages in six countries with our two
children 7 and 5. It was an experience that was truly
educational for all of us. It is not until you have experienced the
calms and the times of discomfort that you realize the strength
and spirit of little people. In all, a magnificent 24 hours a day
family bonding that will last all of our lives. The opportunity to
be aboard “Varnebank” on a leisurely run down the Pacific
Coast of Baja, together with the comradery of like-minded
friends and the opportunity of meeting new acquaintances.
What’s in a Name
VARNEBANK, was named by the man, the queen’s surveyor,
who completely rebuilt Varnebank from a true Dutch fishing
trawler into a beautiful yacht that accommodates 10 from
2004 -2007. The Varne Bank is a sand bar in the Dover Strait
well known by navigators in the North Sea. The British call it
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the Varne Bank, and the Dutch call it the Varnebank. The
Varne Lightship warns navigators this hazard to navigation.
We brought it from Holland in 2010 and have cruised the
California coast and Mexico since then.
Reason to Buy This Boat
Ever since I was a teenage in Newport Beach, I had admired
the beautiful North Sea Trawlers Yachts created and imported
by Romsdahl or Norway. Searching the internet I found the
Varnebank for sale, a true displacement long-range steel
North Sea trawler yacht. Varnebank is an extremely seaworthy
trawler, very long range, oceangoing yacht conversion from
the original North Sea fishing trawler configuration. With
berths for 10, five heads, four showers, and a bath tub, there
are plenty of creature comfort. We cruise at 960 RPM’s at 8.5
knots for about a 5,000 nautical mile range.
Previous Boats Owned
Many different boats from the 6 of us. Just a few: 82’ Topsail
Schooner SHEARWATER (Donnelly). 65’ Rhodes ketch built by
Lester Stone ALERT (Spriggs), 41’ Maine lobster boat style
(Young Bros.) EASTERLY (Spriggs). 32’ Diesel Trawler
LADYBUY, built for John Burnham Sr. SDYC (Donnelly). 60’
1938 DeVries Lentsch racing boat built for the Fastnet Race
JONATHAN SWIFT (Spriggs ). 60’ Steel Dutch Chalk in France
(Christy). 42’ Bill Garden express cruiser – WE’LL SEA
(Reynolds). Many others. Westsail 32’ SVEA (Donnelly). Cal 40
EMILY ANN (Christy).
Interest in CUBAR
We have come to know and love Mexico, and particularly the
Mexican people. We are looking forward to again making
lifelong friends while enjoying the marine paradise called the
Sea of Cortez.
Boating Story
Oh my… some Pusser’s Rum needed to really recap all these
stories. … We are looking forward to the shore side parties
and many many sea stories!

WILD BLUE
Boat Type: Selene 53
Owner: Alex Benson
Yacht Club: California Yacht Club
Built: 2005
Year Purchased: 2005

Favorite Cruising Destination
Southeast Alaska and Northern British Columbia contain our
favorite boating destinations. After nine seasons of cruising the
region, we enjoy the endless scenic anchorages, excellent fishing,
and close-up wildlife & sea life encounters. Favorites include Lituya
Bay, Patterson Bay, Bay of Pillars, Fords Terror, Rocky Pass, El
Capitan Passage, Baker Inlet and Princess Louisa Inlet.

We desired a boat that would travel a great distance before
refueling. It needed long term liveaboard amenities and easy
walk-around decks. Coming from racing sailboats, a heavy
displacement boat that cruised at sailboat speeds was just fine.
After viewing many different trawler brands, the first time we
boarded the Selene we knew that was our boat. We ordered
one the same day.

Favorite Boating Experience
Breaking ice into Princess Louisa Inlet, British Columbia. We
blogged about it at
http://mvwildblue.blogspot.com/2009_01_01_archive.html

Previous Boats Owned
Schock 35 “Ricochet,” J-36 “Greyhound,” Ericson 35
“Ambiance.”

About the Crew
Dick Squire has already spent 65 years boating and owned 40+
boats. His new GB Eastbay 44SX cruises at 30+ knots.
Gerard Ages sails, fishes, surfs, windsurfs, dives and speaks fluent
Spanish. He regularly vacations in Baja.
Bob Semonsen completed the “Baja Bash” under sail after the
boat’s engine failed. It took a while.
What’s in a Name
Wild Blue is some untamed place out yonder on the water.

Interest in CUBAR
Meeting other boaters with similar interests and fishing Baja.
Boating Story
While breaking ice into Princess Louisa Inlet, we noticed the
occasional seal poking his head up through the ice to look
around. The surface was completely white except for our boat
wake, and where a seal had punched through. A short time later
the ice had thickened a bit. As we looked astern, the ice on the
sides of the boat wake were streaked bright red. Our prop had
ground up a seal? Oh my! … After further investigation, it was
just the hull’s red bottom paint peeling off against the ice.

Reason to Buy This Boat

Safe & Secure by Sunset
By Pat Rains for SEA Magazine

Coming
back
up
Baja?
Yes, it's possible
to best the
Baja Bash
with no
overnight
runs.

L

ate spring is when many boaters return to the U.S.
from Mexico, before the onset of hurricane season.
The home stretch is a 720-mile motor dead to
windward, from Cabo San Lucas to the customs dock in
San Diego. Many captains and crews would like to take
on the bash in daylight runs, anchoring and getting a
good night’s sleep before the next day’s bash. Let’s say the
average powerboat cruises at 10 knots and that Baja is
known for its paucity of good anchorages. Knowing that,
is anchoring every night even possible?
The short answer is yes — with one exception, which is
the first leg. A big contributing factor is that in the spring
we get almost 14 hours of useable daylight.
LEG 1: Cabo San Lucas to Santa Maria, 180 miles,
18 hours
Leave at first light, which happens to be the calmest time
to round the cape. Round Cabo Falso within a mile,
because wind and seas are worse farther out. Then turn
north and parallel the coast 2 to 5 miles offshore, which is
longer than a straight shot to Santa Maria, but wind and
seas are calmer closer in, and the current may even be
favorable. It’s worth the added miles.
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Baja Santa Maria Mag Bay
Abeam of Boca Flor de Malva, head to a point at least 2 miles off Cape Tosca,
standing well clear of the shoals to starboard in the false southern entrance to
Bahia Magdalena. Then run parallel to the two islands that form the outside of
Bahia Magdalena and bypass the entrance to Mag Bay. Doing so brings you
into Bahia Santa Maria at midnight, the only night run (or partial night run) in
this plan.
Normally, I recommend never entering a harbor at night that one has never
been in before, but Santa Maria from the south is a very rare exception. It is
wide open from that direction and has a huge expanse of anchorage with a
good sand bottom in the enormous lee of the mountain that creates Cape San
Lazaro. Come into 30 feet of water at least 1 mile east of Mt. San Lazaro and
well clear of the lagoon entrance. Turn in. Six hours of sleep is a lot better than
nothing. If that’s not enough, sleep in and spend the entire following day and
night at Santa Maria.
LEG 2: Santa Maria to San Juanico, 96 miles, 9.6 hours
Leave at first light. Even with 14 hours of daylight to work with, I still leave
early to offset any unforeseen delays. Once the boat is around Cape San
Lazaro, it’s a straight shot to San Juanico, which is a good anchorage, though
not as large as Santa Maria. Ashore is a small village.
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LEG 3: San Juanico to Abreojos, 65 miles, 6.5 hours
Sleeping in is permissible. After a leisurely breakfast, raise anchor and ease
around Punta Pequena, but stand well off its shoals. Once clear of Punta Santo
Domingo, it’s a straight shot to the east side of Punta Abreojos. I prefer to
anchor in the calm bight northeast of Abreojos village known as Campo en
Medio.
From this anchorage it’s possible to mount a panga expedition with a guide into
the nearby whale watching lagoon of San Ignacio, but by late spring the grey
whales have already migrated north. Abreojos has a very active fishing coop that
monitors VHF Channel 16. In case of an emergency, the coop members have a
rescue vessel and can be quite helpful.
LEG 4: Abreojos to Turtle Bay,
104 miles, 10.4 hours
Depart at first light. Pass carefully
offshore of the reefs Bajo Knepper,
Bajo Wright, Roca Ballena and La
Rinchadora. They give Abreojos its
name, which means Eyes Open!
Once you clear the reefs, parallel
the coast to the northwest. This
run can be cut approximately in
two by stopping overnight in
Turtle Bay Fuel Dock
Asuncion, an excellent anchorage,
at about 50 miles. In Turtle Bay, anchor off the town pier.
Fuel is available by Med mooring to the pier or having it
delivered by panga. Restaurants are plentiful ashore, and
while they don’t provide fine dining, nobody on board has to
cook. The town has a small medical clinic and a bus depot.
LEG 5: Turtle Bay to Islas San Benitos, 57 miles,
5.7 hours
This is a short day, so sleep in. Once underway, pass outside
of Isla Natividad and Cedros, to avoid the current and the
fishing nets and pots in Dewey Channel. The approach to San
Benitos is wide open from the south. I like to anchor halfway
between the large western island and the smaller middle
island, but be mindful of some submerged rocks. This is one
of my favorite stops because of its isolation and the large sea lion, seal and sea
elephant rookery on the middle island.
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LEG 6: San Benitos to San Quintin, 126 miles, 12.6 hours
Depart at first light, because there is just enough daylight to accommodate a 10knot passage. Exit through the channel between the middle and east islands, but
know that this is potentially the roughest leg of the trip; it’s usually bounciest at
departure and lessens as you close again with the coast. (If you can’t make it to
San Quintin before dark, shorten the run to 100 miles by anchoring at Punta
Baja.) The anchorage at Bahia San Quintin is large, well protected and similar to
Santa Maria. Anchor in 30 feet of water well to the east of the breaker-clad
lagoon entrance.
LEG 7: San Quintin to
Ensenada, 107 miles,
10.7 hours
Depart at first light for another
long run. In Ensenada, get a
marina slip overnight, and go
immediately to present the
necessary documents and clear
out at the CIS offices, 1 block
north of the harbor’s north end.
LEG 8: Ensenada to San
Diego, 65 miles, 6.5 hours
Consider an early departure to
ensure arrival at San Diego’s
Customs Dock (Harbor Police
dock) on Shelter Island during
business hours, to avoid any
overtime charges or long
wait times.
Welcome home!
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We make the world smaller.
Reserve your spot.

Up The West Coast USA – Winter/Spring 2017 – 2018

To The East Coast USA: Winter/Spring 2017 – 2018

Palm Beach, Florida
Golfito, Costa Rica
La Paz, Mexico
Ensenada, Mexico
Victoria, British Columbia

December 1st - December 31st
December 5th - January 5th
December 10th - January 10th
December 15th - January 15th
December 20th - January 20th

Victoria, British Columbia
Ensenada, Mexico
La Paz, Mexico
Golfito, Costa Rica
Palm Beach, Florida

October 25th - November 25th
November 1st - November 30th
November 5th - December 5th
November 10th - December 10th
November 15th - December 15th

Palm Beach, Florida
Golfito, Costa Rica
La Paz, Mexico
Ensenada, Mexico
Victoria, British Columbia

March 1st - March 31th
March 5th - April 5th
March 10th - April 10th
March 15th - April 17th
March 20th - April 20th

Victoria, British Columbia
Ensenada, Mexico
La Paz, Mexico
Golfito, Costa Rica
Palm Beach, Florida

April 1st - April 30th
April 5th - May 5th
April 10th - May 10th
April 15th - May 15th
April 20th - May 20th

Sevenstar Yacht Transport USA West Coast
2025 Stockton Street Unit. No 4, San Francisco 94133, CA. USA, +1 415 316 3072, fax +1 561 622 7211, kris@sevenstar-usa.com sevenstar-yacht-transport.com

Sevenstar Yacht Transport Supports CUBAR 2017

S

evenstar Yacht Transport is the world’s
leading provider of yacht shipping
services, with a global network of
destinations and a fleet of over 120 independent
carriers. The company is headquartered in
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, and runs a
worldwide network with offices in the United
States, the UK, Australia and Turkey, and agents
in Mexico, Monaco, Germany, Russia, New

Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia,
Indonesia, China, Hong Kong, Gibraltar and BVI.
Sevenstar acquired DYT Yacht Transport,
including two semi-submersible vessels dedicated
to float-on, float-off yacht transport, making it a
perfect fit with Sevenstar’s specialization in lifton, lift-off yacht transport.
Wherever you are in the world and in need of
transportation there is always a vessel near you.
For more details please contact Kris Caren,
Sevenstar USA West Coast, phone +1 415 316
3072, email kris@sevenstar-usa.com or visit
www.sevenstar-yacht-transport.com.
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Tradition Meets Innovation in a San Diego Boatyard

N

ielsen Beaumont Marine Inc. is not the
new kid on the block on Shelter Island;
in fact, the yard has a rich heritage and
long standing relationship with many in the
Shelter Island and Southern California boating
community. However, there have been many
new upgrades and improvements since the days
of the old marine railway.
The yard was originally established in the 1950s
by the Mauricio family and was successfully run
by Tony Mauricio until his retirement in 1988, at

which point Tom Nielsen and Don Beaumont
stepped in. Tom and Don, who were business
partners in yacht management service, decided to
scale up and jump headfirst into a boat yard,
hence: Nielsen Beaumont Marine, Inc.
One thing that sets Nielsen Beaumont apart from
other yards is that it is one of America's most
environmentally advanced and efficient boatyards
with features and equipment custom designed by
Tom Nielsen himself. The major renovations
began in 2011 and since then, Tom and Don
have meticulously implemented
an environmentally conscious
attitude toward all of their
operations. It is very obvious
that all matters of business are
handled with the highest level of
care and respect for not only the
customers and their vessels but
for the San Diego Bay and their
Shelter Island neighbors as well.
Some examples of these
environmentally sound practices:
• Boat Cleaning:
When it is time to clean the
bottom of the vessel or to
repaint, Nielsen Beaumont uses a
specially designed electrically
high powered hydro-washer as
opposed to the typical gas
powered washers. The hydrowash waste water is then
pumped through a sophisticated
filtration system including a UV
light for bacteria and stored in
tanks to be re-used again for
power washing the next vessel.
• Yard Maintenance and
Cleanliness:
Due to the amount of sanding,
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scrapping and grinding performed in boat
yards, they are notoriously dirty places. It is
fairly typical in most yards for the daily
accumulation of dirt and dust to find its way
into runoff which can find its way to city drains
and ultimately into water streams such as bays
and rivers.
NBMI is out to change that as well. Nielsen
Beaumont manages this by simply keeping
their yard very clean and minimizing dust and
contaminants from getting into the air and
water. They have purchased an electric
(battery operated) walk behind
Sweeper/Vacuum machine that sweeps and
vacuums as you direct the machine over the
surface of the yard. This machine filters out
the fine dust down to 3 micron particles. This
vacuum is important because simply
sweeping does little to eliminate the fine dust
that is such a hazard to work around. In
addition NBMI uses vacuum tools for sanding
and grinding as well as other containment
procedures.
By eliminating the hydro-wash pollutants for
the yard as described above, the use of
vacuum tools and other procedures, coupled
with the use of the sweeper/vacuum, all
potential pollutants are captured, filtered and
disposed of, before they get into the water
runoff which itself is again filtered and
directed to the municipal sewer system for
further filtration.
Construction and facilities:
The 12” thick concrete surface of the boat
yard has been designed and graded at a 1.5%
slope toward the center, at which point are
vaults which captures all storm water and
directs it to an above ground clarifier (filter)
which filters the water before flowing to the
municipal sewer system. After the first flush

of a 1/4 inch rainfall, the pump shuts off and
the yard begins to back fill and acts as a
catch basin or above ground reservoir. The
“shallow lake” or reservoir concept eliminates
the need for storage tanks that take up
valuable yard space better used as areas to
repair vessels. The yard is capable of
controlling, storing and cleaning enough
rainwater to handle an excess of a 100-year
storm event.
An additional advancement NBMI used
toward creating an environmentally friendly
yard was using a superior concrete mix. This
has allowed them to do away with rebar
under the concrete yard surface. It is basically
the same concept of how airports build their
runways that are built with special cold joints
to be sustainable under a lot of use and hold
tons and tons of weight (boats, cranes, etc.).
The concrete is poured extra thick (at 12”).
The idea is that eliminating steel rebar will
prolong the life of the boatyard floor and
prevent it from cracking due to the steel
rusting after years of exposure to the marine
environment.
The 75 Metric Ton (82.5 U.S. tons) Travelift is
a “state of the art” boat lift with an enhanced
sound shield to quiet the tier 3 clean burning
engine. The unit is capable of being
operated by remote control when needed and
uses an environmentally friendly hydraulic
fluid that actually meets the LC 50 toxicity test
for Rainbow Trout. In other words, if a
hydraulic fluid leak were to occur, it would
not harm the bay.
Nielsen Beaumont holds its place in the
community as a cherished and trustworthy
boatyard which has been around for many
years, but it also holds its place as an innovative pioneer and example for other businesses.
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Southern Sea of Cortez - Circle Route
by Capt. Pat Rains

T

Updated from Mexico Report in SEA Magazine

he CUBAR Odyssey 2017 arrives in the Sea of
Cortez as winter cruising season begins in
Mexico. Winter and spring are perfect seasons to
make the “Circle Route” of the southern Sea of Cortez.
Why now? Water temperatures are just starting to
warm up, bringing with them the hottest fishing and
clearest diving. Later in the summer, most boats will
be safely berthed near their favorite hurricane holes,
keeping a close eye on the weather forecasts and
venturing out only for 1- and 2-day voyages. But until
then, a powerboat with 275-mile legs can certainly
explore the nicest anchorages and resort ports, the
best fishing and diving to be found around the
southern end of the Sea of Cortez.
My “Circle Route” of the southern Sea of Cortez eats
up about 590 nautical miles, so you’ll be glad to
know that this route offers dozens of short hops and
tranquil overnight anchorages at uninhabited islands
and a few resort ports, balanced by five fuel stops
and three overnight passages.
LA PAZ AND BACK
My circle route starts at La Paz, then gunk-holes
northward on the Baja Peninsula to Puerto Escondido

Fuel up at Marina CostaBaja in La Paz before
entering the Sea of Cortez.
and Santa Rosalia, crosses over to San Carlos, then
coasts down the mainland to Topolobampo, and
jumps back over to La Paz. (If you’re planning to
head farther down on the mainland, say to Altata or
Mazatlan to Puerto Vallarta, you’ll keep coasting
southeast after Topolobampo.)
La Paz is the best place to prepare for the Circle
Route, because it’s the gateway to the Sea of Cortez.
La Paz had five marinas: Marina CostaBaja, Marina
Palmira, Marina Cortez, Marina de La Paz, Marina
Singlar La Paz. It has several good chandlers and
haul-out yards. Tune into the Cruisers’ Net on VHF 22
at 0800 Monday through Friday for the latest weather
and local boating news. Club Cruceros welcomes
newbies, lists local services.
“THE BEST” CRUISING
In my humble opinion, this first 115 miles of the
Circle Route to Puerto Escondido is the best cruising
grounds in Mexico, and the next 120 miles to Santa
Rosalia is next best. If your schedule is too limited, at
least take time to savor this part of the Circle Route.
ISLAS ESPIRITU SANTOS
Our first overnight stop is at the Espiritu Santos
Islands, only about 12 nautical miles from Marina
CostaBaja in La Paz. See page TK for the satellite
image of the Espiritu Santos Islands and side story.
Among nine gorgeous coves along the west side, the
most reliable anchoring shelter is found in Partida
Cove: GPS approach 24°31.5’N, 110°24.0’W.
Partida Cove is good even if a westerly Corumuel
wind should develop. For tranquil snorkel diving you
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“The Hook” anchorage on Isla San Francisquito.

can visit the reef in the middle of Caleta el
Candeleros, and for expert scuba diving I’d head to
Isla Los Islotes at the north end of this island chain.
SAN EVARISTO BAY
It’s only 30 miles from Los Islotes to San Evaristo
Bay, so at 20 miles out you may stop for lunch inside
“The Hook” on Isla San Francisco. This leg transits
the San Jose Channel which acts like a funnel for
marine life. Keep the camera handy.

lobed spot, spectacular sandstone formations and
ledges that surround the anchorage range from
pastel pink to oxblood red, providing good northwind shelter. This lobe and the Arroyo el Gato
were named by locals for a family of puma or wild
cats that live not far up the canyon. In south wind,
one shallow-draft boat could anchor behind the
flat-topped reef shielding the Toro lobe in front of
Bull Creek.
AGUA VERDE
To reach Agua Verde Bay (20 n.m. north), you
need to round Punta San Marcial either within half
a mile off the tall rocky point, or at least 2.25 miles
out - in order to avoid Roca San Marcial, an
offshore reef patch that runs north-south. Also
called Marcial Corners, this rocky-bottom turning
point is great for cabrilla.

Evaristo is an overnight anchorage off a small village
only recently linked to La Paz by gravel road. The
most private spot to drop the hook is in the hill-lined
North Cove, but if any south wind threatens, pick the
south end of Evaristo’s main beach. Besides fishing,
the Evaristeños raise goats and run a salt-evaporation
pond that you can visit by hiking over or anchoring
in the next beach cove north.
Back out in the San Jose Channel, vast colonies of
giant Humboldt squid and docile manta rays funnel
through this narrow channel and the Craig Channel
farther north, so expect a few pangas to be fishing
with nets, and with lights at night. At daybreak, if
you can buy a few squid from the pangueros, cut the
calamari (sheath part) into strips and grill them
quickly, lightly. Like abalone, they toughen when
overcooked.
GATO & TORO
Cat and Bull Cove lies 31.5 miles north on Baja and
is mostly uninhabited. In the north end of this 2-

Gato North anchorage is pinkish red.

Puerto Escondido Dock
Agua Verde means the color turquoise in Spanish.
This bay’s three anchoring areas are almost as
beautifully turquoise as others we just visited, but the
panguero village behind the center cove is friendly
and picturesque; one house sometimes operates a
tiny store. On the isolated north beach peninsula,
cruisers at anchor hold so many rendezvous and pot
lucks in front of the cinder-block hut that it’s been
dubbed the Agua Verde Yacht Club.
PUERTO ESCONDIDO
Ready for some civilization? Tie up
and plug in to one of Marina Puerto
Escondido’s new full-service slips in
front of the tall glass building. They
also have 35 slips in a sheltered
basin reached by a channel behind
the boat yard. The Ellipse
sometimes contains docks & slips
too. Or grab a mooring in the
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boat’s name to the “Cruisers Memento Bush.” In
south wind, you can go north (2 n.m.) around Punta
Basilio to anchor in lovely Ramada Cove.

San Juanico and Concepcion Bay
are primo for kayakers.
shelter of Puerto Escondido’s main bay. Come ashore
for showers, lunch and laundry. Cruisers sometimes
organize a Sunday brunch on the balcony.
The marina operates a floating Pemex fuel dock. Next
to it is a haul out yard for repairs and dry storage.
Groceries and a restaurant are in the marina and
also nearby at Tripui RV resort a mile inland, The
historic mission town of Loreto is 15 miles north by
taxi. This is a good place for guests to fly down and
meet you.
Many Cubaristas are planning a Rendezvous here at
Puerto Escondido in March, 2018.
SAN JUANICO
Forty miles up the Baja coast, as you enter San
Juanico Bay look for the Spires, the Lump and Isla
Tercera, which are statuesque islets dotting the northend anchorage. A couple lovely homes have been
built overlooking this pretty anchorage. San Juanico
has long been known for its fossils, crystals and other
geological wonders, but please take only photos, not
souvenirs, or you’ll destroy this ancient treasure.

BAHIA CONCEPCION
One of the most relaxing side loops in the Southern
Sea of Cortez is Bahia Concepcion - Conception Bay pictured above. This “sea within a sea” is 21 miles long,
only 2 to 4.5 miles wide, formed inside a hilly peninsula that’s virtually uninhabited. The shores of Bahia
Concepcion are chocked full of interesting little
anchoring coves, beaches and islands the size of small
city blocks. The eastern shore is mostly lined by
Highway 1, so you’ll see a few vacation villages and
RV parks. Coyote Bay and Playa Santispac are somewhat “crowded” on holiday weekends. Hint: to avoid
land tourists, anchor in the coves with no beaches.
PUNTA CHIVATO
To break up the 90-mile leg to Santa Rosalia harbor,
you could opt to anchor off the Posada de las Flores
Hotel at Punta Chivato, 60 miles up from San Juanico.
Upon entering the Chivato area, use caution to avoid
Inez Reef, a detached submerged unlighted reef
patch that lays 1.25 n.m. west-northwest of the larger
Isla Santa Inez.
The stone-arch hotel you’ll see is on the southernmost point of the Chivato headland, reached by a
flight of steps from the low-tide dinghy beach. If you
call ahead on VHF 16, they may welcome you to buy
lunch on the patio. Punta Chivato is good to keep in
mind, because it has decent anchorages for different
wind directions.
SANTA ROSALIA
En route to Santa Rosalia (30 n.m.), favor the south
side of the very tidal Craig Channel below Isla
San Marcos.

Instead, why not tie a ribbon or ornament with your
At Santa Rosalia, the man-made breakwater harbor
opens to the south. The Fonatur Marina welcomes
yatistas to this small commercial harbor half way up
the Sea of Cortez (240 n.m. from La Paz). In the
southwest corner hard to port as you enter, this
marina has a floating Pemex fuel dock, 15 slips, a 3story blue-glass building alongside the Guaymas ferry
terminal and port captain’s office. When cruise ships
anchor outside the harbor, their passenger shore
boats land at the ferry terminal.

Cruise ships anchor outside Santa Rosalia harbor.
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You can anchor anywhere inside Santa Rosalia harbor
not blocking the Navy docks in the north end nor

ferry traffic. But in the harbor’s northwest corner,
avoid the ruins of an older marina (destroyed by
hurricanes) and a sand shoal south of it off the town
seawall.
In 1885 a French company El Bolero built Santa
Rosalia to mine, smelt and export copper ore,
gypsum and manganese from nearby mountains.
Imported lumber built the workers homes and shops
that still fill the downtown canyon. Many of the
wooden buildings destroyed in the Christmas fire
have been rebuilt. Gustav Eiffel (as in the tower)
designed the town’s church. Baja’s most remarkable
cave paintings and petroglyphs dot the Sierra San
Borjita; hire a local guide. Santa Rosalia has enjoyed
a new tourism prosperity with the reopening of the
old mines.
SAN CARLOS
Crossing the Sea of Cortez from Santa Rosalia on Baja
to San Carlos, Sonora, is a 75-mile passage eastnortheast. On landfall, when you see the landmark
peaks Tetakawi, Marina Real lies just to the north
behind Playa Algadones, and Marina San Carlos lies
just to the south inside Bahia San Carlos. Both
marinas have fuel docks, and Marina Seca has
separate repair and storage yards. San Carlos is a
friendly sportfishing resort on the edge of Sonora
Desert.

Crossing the Sea of Cortez, expect to see abundant sea life.
Whale sharks like this are docile, but don’t hassel them.
TOPOLOBAMPO
Similar to La Paz, “Topo” as it’s called, is a pleasant
harbor sheltered by sand banks and hills, reached by
an entrance channel. My GPS approach waypoint is
25°31.275’N, 109°12.490’W. The main channel is well
buoyed into the harbor. Marina Topolobampo lies at
the end of the NE secondary channel, but get
directions from the marina or port captain on VHF
16.
Side trip? A safe berth in Topo is the best place to
leave your boat while you take the 3- to 6-day
Copper Canyon train excursion, which starts at
nearby Los Mochis. Purchase tickets in advance: book
port side of the train going up, starboard returning,
for the best viewing. A stop at Topolobampo breaks
up the eastern shore of the Sea of Cortez into easy
pieces. Doing the Copper Canyon is an even better
reason to visit Topolobampo.
Puerto Altata on the east side of the Sea of Cortez
has relatively new Marina Isla Cortes 15 miles up
inside Bahia Altata. Make a slip reservation to take
advantage of their pilot panga to get safely through
shoals, into the bay and up to the marina.

GUAYMAS
Fifteen miles south, the small commercial port of
Guaymas (pronounced “WHY-mas”) spreads around a
spectacular bay with coves and islands that provide
excellent shelter for five boat yards. The Singlar
marina and fuel dock in the NW end may be rebuilt
by the time you arrive, or not. Shrimp and Sonora
beef are the prime exports; it’s not unusual to see
real cowboys ride through town.

MAZATLAN
Mazatlan is the more popular boating destination on
the east side of the Sea of Cortez, offering seven well
established marinas, four boat yards, ample yacht
services, good provisioning. My GPS approach to the
rip-rap lined entrance channel into Marina District is
23°6.247’N, 106°28.250’W. It’s not unusual for 250
U.S. boats to summer over inside this large enclosed
basin, though it’s not really a hurricane hole.
In Mazatlan’s downtown Centro Historico (about 20
square blocks) visit Plazuela Machado for great eats
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in lovingly restored Victorian
Italianate buildings, ballet, opera,
strolling guitars, cool culture.
LA PAZ RETURN
The crossing from Topo southwest
back to La Paz is about 110 n.m.
From Mazatlan, it’s about 235 n.m.
northwest. On an overnight
passage, I hope you’ll be thrilled by
sparkling bioluminescence, by stars
that appear within arm’s reach and a cruise ship
arriving at dawn as well.
Marina CostaBaja is a welcome place to come home

to. It’s home port to the CUBAR Odyssey 2017. For
details on this Circle Route and many more
destinations, please check out “Mexico Boating
Guide.” www.MexicoBoating.com

Gracias, y Bien Venidos,
y Buen Viaje!
PHOTO ABOVE: The CUBAR Odyssey 2017 Committee wishes to thank the Mexico Marina
Owners Association, the Mexico Tourism Board, the Mexican Consulate in San Diego and Los
Angeles, pictured above, and the many Mexican businesses and individual people down south
who are supporting the CUBAR Odyssey 2017.
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Marina CostaBaja - Our CUBAR Destination in La Paz

M

arina CostaBaja in La Paz, Mexico, is the
centerpiece of a magnificent waterfront
development. Located in the southeast of
the Gulf of California on the Sea of Cortez, the 550acre property and 1-mile beachfront is also home to
CostaBaja Resort & SPA, an 18-hole par 72 Gary
Player Signature golf course plus commercial and
residential suites.

region, CostaBaja was built by world-renowned
Bellingham Marine. Its concrete floating docks
deliver proven performance in a one-of-a kind
location. Access control system, WiFi, complementary
transportation to and from La Paz, built-in pump-out
service at your own slip, the largest fuel dock in the
region and the personal care of its warm staff make
this facility a unique destination.

La Paz, the state capital of Baja California Sur, is
considered the gateway to the Sea of Cortez. With
its beautiful white-sand beaches and crystal clear
waters it is situated on the east coast of the
peninsula just two hours north of Cabo San Lucas.
The Sea of Cortez, “the aquarium of the world,”
according to legendary oceanographer Jacques
Cousteau, offers a vast diversity of species living
just below the water surface.

In addition to the most prestigious
accommodations CostaBaja Resort and SPA
provides a palm-fringed, freeform outdoor pool
with an adjacent children’s pool, complemented by
a fitness center that includes a rooftop lap pool.
Unmatched in La Paz, CostaBaja features
luxuriously-appointed resort hotel rooms, private
balconies and 24-hour room service. Grand
Heritage Residence Club condominiums at the
nearby Vista Mar and Colinas condo developments
offer spacious living and the most spectacular
views in a private setting.

A few minutes north of the center of La Paz, Marina
CostaBaja offers 250 slips from 30 to 200 feet and
caters to some of the most amazing vessels in the
world today. Home to a still growing year-round
community and known to be the safest marina in the

Espiritu Spa at CostaBaja enables its guests to relax
and unwind in the stunning surroundings of the
Sea of Cortez. Featuring customized treatments
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with a zestful Baja Sur flair, Espiritu Spa has
become synonymous for the city’s peaceful
atmosphere.
The Gary Player Signature golf course blends an
environmental design with captivating natural
beauty and has multiple tee boxes to challenge
experienced golfers and to allow novices to enjoy
their rounds with water views from 14 of the 18
holes. The layout offers gentle rolling hills, large
undulating greens and the opportunity to hit every
club in your arsenal. This course puts a premium
on shot-making but offers plenty of opportunities
to score. You may feel a few challenges when you
begin your round as the first six holes set the tone
for a solid test of golf. It is a full-service facility
including a scenic grass driving range, practice
putting greens and short-game area. La Pintada
Restaurant creates a welcoming atmosphere for our
players following an amazing round of golf.
Comfort, convenience and security define the 5-star
amenities at CostaBaja. These include on-site medical
services, 24-hour security, private beach club, dive
shop, art gallery, yacht charters and gourmet
restaurants with fine dining options. La Barcaccia
restaurant delights you with Italian cuisine; Odayaka
serves sushi and Japanese dishes with the best quality
sea food available including the only tempanyaki grill
in the city; at the beach club breakfast and lunch are
served daily; Azul Marino has a diverse mouthwatering menu and the Hotel Steinbeck’s and Mosaic
restaurant will present you with the catch of the day
and a variety of exceptional dishes. If you’re looking
to charter a vessel, Dream Yacht Charters has an
array of mono- and multi-hull options that
complement the offer that Fun Baja presents to their
guest for diving, snorkeling and sightseeing tours.
Just north of the La Paz, Isla Espititu Santo Natural
Park and declared UNESCO World Heritage Site
provides a vast number of activities for beginner or
advanced divers; giant manta rays and hammer
head sharks can be marveled at in their natural
habitat. The northern tip of Isla Espiritu Santo has
one of the most important colonies of sea lions in
the gulf; swimming with them is a daily activity
available to everyone. Spend the night at anchor in
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one of the many bays or a full weekend in one of
the certified campsites maintained by seasoned
experts that will make your stay one to remember.
Grey, blue, humpback and pilot whales visit the La
Paz Bay and the largest fish in the world, the whale
shark, can be found for long periods in and around
the waters of Bahia de La Paz. Swimming beside this
magnificent animal is an encounter you shouldn’t
miss when coming here. The La Paz Bay also
possesses an impressive variety of fishing
opportunities, and the city itself will share with you
more than 450 years of history when you stroll down
the historic city center filled with historic buildings
that will give you a glimpse of the foundation of the
state’s capital.
Marina CostaBaja is a preferred mooring base for
foreigners, and national flagged vessels find this a
regular port of call in their navigation plan where
they can find first class infrastructure in a warm
and safe environment that greets cruising, fishing
and adventure seeking enthusiasts that have come
to call this facility home. Its marvelous sunsets and
the service attitude of the staff throughout the
resort bring the finishing touch to a heart touching
experience that will fascinate and engage all of
your senses.

Marina CostaBaja
Marina Manager Gabriel Ley
Office manager Guadalupe Morales
Office administrator Brenda Gonzalez
From USA 1 888 866 9394
www.marinacostabaja.com
marina@marinacostabaja.com
gley@marinacostabaja.com

WHY A PREMIUM
MEDICALEVACUTION
PLAN IS DIFFERENT
When planning any travel away from
home most focus on what they have
planned and are far less prepared for
the unexpected. A health emergency
or serious accident is not always top
of mind, but when you consider the
challenges of being hospitalized away
from home it should be.
Being prepared with a premium
medical evacuation plan from
Travel MedEvac that brings you to
your home hospital of choice can
make all the difference in the
world. Most insurance, assistance
programs and premium credit cards
have transport limits to the “nearest
adequate facility”. Even if one can
afford the $30,000 plus evacuation
expense from Mexico, who would
bring them home?
Medical air evacuation is logistically
complex and an unregulated service,
where the use of bidding systems
reward the lowest bidder while dealing with the entire process at arm’s
length. Does cutting corners on your
health and safety during a critical
medical emergency worth it? Travel
MedEvac is transparent, only utilizing
elite, fully accredited EURAMI and
CAMTS air ambulance providers to
deliver the highest standards in
patient care and safety.
Life situations are unpredictable, and
serious accidents and illnesses can
happen. Be prepared with true peace
of mind when you travel.
Contact Cathie LoCicero at 575-9938227 cathiemedevac@gmail.com for
more details. www.travelmedevac.com

MEXICO LAWS HAVE CHANGED,LIABILITY
COVERAGEYOUR VESSELREQUIRES
Vessel liability and legal coverage in Mexico has become significantly more
important with recent changes in the law and is now as important as Mexico
car liability insurance.
Mexico legally requires coverage to prove financial responsibility in the
event that your watercraft is responsible for damage done to other vessels,
docks, marinas or even other persons. In many cases it is required at the
marinas before you are even able to dock your vessel.
Although it does not extend any hull or passenger coverage of the vessel
you are insuring, a Mexpro Watercraft policy provides the required liability
and legal coverage needed when in Mexico. Mexpro offers policies on a
daily or annual basis and are written through well-respected Mexico insurance companies. We also have a great bilingual customer service team readily available to assist your needs while in Mexico.
Like most traditional split limits, Mexpro offers coverage ranging from
$50,000 to $250,000 bodily injury/property damage while including $20,000
in legal assistance and bond coverage.
You have the option to purchase Mexican Watercraft Insurance quickly and
directly online or by contacting Cathie LoCicero, a licensed Mexico insurance professional who can assist you over the phone with all the details.
Contact Cathie LoCicero at 575-993-8227 | cathiesmithinsurance@gmail.com.
www.mexpro.com
NOTE: We have embedded
we can track:

custom

links her e for the onl ine version

www.travelmedevac.com | www.mexpro.com
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At the Gateway to the Sea of Cortez in La Paz, Baja California Sur
Marina CostaBaja´s protected location, concrete docks and double basin design offering controlled access to 250 prime
slips for vessels ranging from 30 to 220 feet.

• Potable desalinized water • Secure dock boxes • Largest fuel dock in the area •
• Crew lounge • Pump out service • 24 hour security • Laundry service •
CALL US NOW AND ASK FOR SPECIAL SHORT AND LONG TERM SLIP RATES
TOLL FREE: 1-888-866-9394
While you are here receive preferential rates at Hotel CostaBaja Resort and Spa and our Gary Player Signature Golf Course.
Visit CostaBaja, a master planned community. Enjoy panoramic views of the Sea of Cortez from the Golf Club´s restaurant,
relax at the Beach Club or choose your future home among a variety of Condos, Villas and Townhouses.
Discover the most beautiful bays, islands and marine life in what is known as
"The Aquarium of the World"

