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www.arcadis-us.com

Imagine the result

Today’s capital programs are more complex than ever. Our 
combined team of global program management professionals are 
ready to support your most challenging construction initiatives.

• Program Management

• Construction Management

• Construction Claims Services

• Value Engineering

• Built Asset Consultancy

Together we can do a world of good.

Building something bigger and better?
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At Hotel Coral & Marina we combine the finest maritime 
facilities in Ensenada with 5-star hotel amenities you won’t 
find anywhere else. With 353 slips and a diesel and gasoline 
fuel dock, we have the largest and best-equipped marina in 
the region.

Boaters will find all the conveniences of home on our modern 
docks, including fresh water, cable TV hookups, telephone 
service, free Wi-Fi and 30/50 amps of shore power. Electron-
ic dock access and 24-hour security personnel also guarantee 
the utmost safety. Marine chandlery, vessel maintenance. 

For the ultimate in relaxation, we give Marina guests full ac-
cess to the exclusive amenities at Hotel Coral. We encourage 
visitors to take advantage of our indoor and outdoor swim-
ming pools, poolside bar service, state-of-the-art fitness cen-
ter, Jacuzzis, tennis courts and restaurants. Boaters also have 
their own laundromat, showers, convenience store and Cruis-
ers Lounge with a TV and pool table.

If you’re entering Mexico from international waters, our 
Dock Master will handle all of your paperwork and provide 
a free shuttle to the Port Captain and Immigration Office in 
downtown Ensenada. Also regular shuttle to local stores.

Need maintenance of your vessel? We provide a variety of 
convenient services, such as bottom cleaning, zinc replace-
ment and skilled mechanical and electrical assistance.

MARINA SERVICES OVERVIEW
• 350 concrete slips (30’ to 65’)
• End ties (64’ to 109’)
• 30/50 amps shore power available
• Water, cable TV & free Wi-Fi
• Telephone service (in some docks)
• Electronic dock access
• 24/7 security guards on the docks & surveillance cameras
• Reinforced, breakwater-protected marina
• Only fuel dock in Ensenada with filtered diesel & gasoline
• Free pump-out service at fuel dock
• Purified water is available
• Daily dock trash collection service
• Complimentary shuttle from docks to hotel
• Dock carts
• Fish-cleaning station and BBQ area
• Restrooms & showers
• Laundry facility (coin operated)
• Used oil & filters disposal area
• Personalized assistance & transportation service to port 

clearance offices
• Free weekly shuttle service to shopping centers in down-

town Ensenada
• Round-trip shuttle to San Diego, CA
• Private transportation service to Marina Del Rey, CA
• Access to 5-star resort amenities and dining
• Launch ramp & more. Marina Coral welcomes CUBAR.
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Mexico Boating Guide
Baja Pacific coast - Ensenada to Los Cabos
Sea of Cortez - both coastlines, all islands
Mainland - PV, the Gold Coast, Costa del Sur

mile by mile ... no gaps ... no fluffo

Updated in 2015
for the CUBAR

GPS positions taken by Capts. Rains, not borrowed from 
who knows where. 400 pages. Intelligently organized 
text: Coastwise; Lay of the Land; Safe Approach; 
Anchorages, Marinas, Port Clearance; Local Services; 
WX for Route Planning; Departures. Resource Directory 
is quick reference to all marinas, fuel docks, boat yards 
with emails, websites, phones. Written & updated by 
professional mariners & veteran cruisers - the Rainses. 

www.MexicoBoating.com
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About 5,500 boaters on the U.S. West Coast are enduring 
these shorter days and chillier waters, because they’re active-
ly preparing their boats and themselves to make their cruising 
dreams come true - by heading down to Mexico.  

“I think that for every month of the perfect cruising life-
style down here,” said Janice Wykoff of San Francisco, “peo-
ple generally have to spend about twice that much time at 
home getting the boat and everything ready to head south.” 

She and her husband and two teenage children had cruised 
their 45-foot trawler from San Francisco to the Sea of Cortez, 
having stopped at Puerto Escondido in May to join friends at 
Loreto Fest. “Now, obviously, all our hard work has all paid 
off royally. We’re having a blast.”

The Wykoffs said they’ve been cruising Mexico for seven 
months so far, and they plan to spend at least two full  years 
down here. 

PREPARATION TIME
“Did it take you 48 months to prepare for 24 months of 

cruising?” I asked the Wykoffs. 
Well, no, they said. It actually took them four summer 

months to get the boat and themselves “cruise ready.” Their 
boat of 10 years was a well-known cruising model, and they 
had regularly been making shorter cruises up and down the 

California coast. So their preparations were spread over the 
last few years. 

Preparation time varies widely. Preparing the people for 
Mexico cruising or long-term sport fishing should include a 
Spanish class, but otherwise prep time is about the same as 
for stateside cruising  – which depends on the kind of boat 
and how well “cruise equipped” it is. 

The main points are the same, but when you’re heading 
into a different country and might spend multiple seasons, 
a few prep tasks are bound to be different and take longer. 

SEASON TO PREPARE
During October, all this year’s southbound planners 

(dubbed the Class of 2015”) are finishing up their long lists of 
preparations before D-Day (Departure Day), keeping in mind 
that they won’t go very far south until hurricane season is over 
in Mexico. 

During summer and early fall, boat yards in Southern Cali-
fornia and two in Ensenada are full of gringo boats getting 
hauled out and worked on in preparaton of heading south into 
Mexico for cruising season. 

Starting at different times this fall and winter, about 50 
powerboats in the CUBAR rally, about 150 sailboats in the 
Baja Ha Ha regatta, and about 1,000 independent boats – from 
trailer boats to sailboats, from sport fishers and trawlers and 
mega motoryachts - are all preparing for this year’s southbound 
voyage. 

Prioritize your boat and people checklists by time con-
sumption and importance.

BOAT CHECKLISTS 
Changes or upgrades to the major systems take more time 

to install and sea trial, so put upgrades and new gear at the top 
of your lists: engines, generators, propulsion system (props and 
shafts, stabilization, sails and rigging), autopilot, steering, stabi-
lization, water maker, refrigeration, navigation electronics, etc. 

If you think these major systems need only routine 
maintenance at the last minute, then sea trial them ear-
ly anyway, in case something proves not to be “cruise 
ready.” Otherwise, routine maintenance can go lower on 
the list. 

If your liferaft will go out of date before you return, 
send it out right away, because inspection and repacking 
may take longer than expected. (See photo page 11.)

If you need to order a list of paper or electronic 
charts, the latest GPS correct charts of Mexico can be 
ordered via the online catalogue at http://digaohm.semar.
gob.mx/imagenes/hidrografia/Listadeprecios.pdf But 
this takes three weeks or more, so start early.

 If you’re going to spend a summer in the upper Sea 
of Cortez, plan to have window shades or sun awnings

Prepare for Southbound Cruising  -  Pat Rains for SEA Magazine, October 2015

Prepare - continues on page 11.

Getting ashore from ancorage with doggie.

Engine room preparations take time.
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(619) 223-BOAT (2628)
www.NielsenBeaumont.com

At Nielsen Beaumont "... The Difference is in the Details..."
2420 Shelter Island Dr. • San Diego, CA 92106

Californiaʼs most Eco-Friendly facility 
using technology to control dust, noise & waste!

View the astouding time-lapsed 
videos on our Facebook pages! 
www.facebook.com/NielsenBeaumont

www.FlopStopper.com
Lg Platform 8.4 ft 2 - Sm Stow 36 x 10 x 4 - Instant Engage

Fast + Easy to Deploy - Clean + Durable Marine Alum
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Office of the Commodore 

San Diego Yacht Club 
 

 
            Welcome from the Commodore 
                                 

 

 

 

CUBAR Odyssey 2015 participants, 

On behalf of my fellow Flag Officers, Board of Directors, Members and our entire staff – it is my distinct 
pleasure to welcome the CUBAR Odyssey 2015 participants to the San Diego Yacht Club.  

In 1886, a group of local boating enthusiasts joined together to found what has become a cornerstone 
club in the annals of American yachting with a simple mission “to encourage and foster interest in all 

aspects of yachting.”  CUBAR Odyssey 2015 fulfills that mission 
perfectly, and we are honored to be the permanent host and starting 
point for this unique event. 

Our Members are an extremely dedicated group of volunteers, and 
events such as this do not happen without their initiative and follow 
through.  They have all been working extremely hard to make CUBAR 
Odyssey 2015 a success.  Thank you all for your efforts.  I encourage all 
participants, their families and visiting guests to enjoy the wonderful 
hospitality of our Club during your pre-voyage preparations. 

I wish for following seas, gentle breezes, reliable engines, Corinthian 
camaraderie amongst yachting friends – and most importantly – a safe 
passage to all. 

Best Regards, 

 
John Laun 
Commodore 
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Bob Senter has decades of experience cruising the 
world’s waterways.  Professionally, he has been an au-
thorized factory trainer for both John Deere and North-
ern Lights.  He is affectionately known as “Lugger 
Bob” – after the diesel engine of choice for generations 
of long range cruisers – and has a unique perspective in 
power production and the marine industry.  As a spon-
sor of the CUBAR Rally, Northern Lights thought it 
would be worthwhile to get his thoughts on the most 
crucial generator maintenance tips for anyone embark-
ing on a long range cruise.  Here is what we learned:

1. Every day, perform a quick check on these key 
components:
	Oil Level
	Coolant level (check at the pressure cap, 

not just the overflow bottle)
	Alternator/water pump belt
	Look for leaks under the generator. You 

might avoid an expensive problem by 
fixing a leak early.

2. Change the seawater pump annually before you 
start your cruising season. Throw away the old 
one or keep it for an emergency spare if it looks 

good, but don’t 
reuse it. Using 
silicon dielec-
tric grease on 
the new and 
old impeller 
will make them 
much easier to remove and install.

3. If you don’t put a lot of hours on your generator 
change the oil and filter twice a year (spring and 
fall).  Change the fuel filter annually and service 
or replace the air filter annually. Northern Lights 
generators incorporate a washable air filter, so 
you only need to replace them if the foam seems 
to be deteriorating. If you are building up a lot of 
hours quickly on the generator, then follow the 
manufacturer’s maintenance recommendations.

4. Be sure the AC load breaker or switch is turned 
OFF when starting the generator.  Let the set 
warm up for a minute, and only then connect the 
load. When you shut down the generator, turn 
the breaker or switch OFF, let the generator cool 
down for a minute, and then shut it off.  Provid-
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ing warm up and cool down times can prevent 
expensive failures of the automatic voltage regu-
lator or generator diodes.

5. Turn OFF the shore power breaker at the dock 
before switching the generator on if you start 
at the dock. If the generator is attached to shore 
power switch that is wearing out it can lead to 
catastrophic results.

6. You can prevent dirty exhaust! Try to maintain 
40 – 50% of the generator’s rated KW load or 
more at all times. Light loads are perfect for 
your inverter; heavy loads are perfect for the 
generator and it will run more efficiently. Light 
loads will cause the exhaust elbow to plug with 
carbon (See photo above), causing performance 
problems, smoke, overheating and failure of the 
elbow.

7. Always carry spares for your generator. At mini-
mum, carry two spare fuel filters, one spare belt, 
one spare oil filter, spare oil and spare coolant.

8. Inspect the exhaust wet elbow visually once a 
year. If you see any visible signs of distress - like 
rust spots, leaks or cracks - replace the elbow 
immediately before it causes seawater failures of 
electrical parts in your generator.

9. Inspect zincs every 90 days until you know how 
often they need to be changed. Note: Northern 
Lights generators up to 20 KW don’t require 
zincs!

10. Service the heat exchanger and replace coolant 
every 2 years. If you see steam in the exhaust or 
have higher than normal temperature readings, 
feel the generator’s muffler and the hoses that 
lead in and out of the muffler. If they are hot to 
the touch, it means the seawater flow is being 
restricted. Potential causes can include a plugged 
sea strainer, worn impeller, slipping pump belt, 
a plugged heat exchanger or carbon plugged 
exhaust elbow.  (Northern Lights generators use 
only gear driven seawater pumps, so there’s no 
belt worries.) 

Bonus Tip!   If you’ve changed a fuel filter and 
are having trouble starting the generator, DON’T 
crank the starter for more than 60 combined sec-
onds or you could accidentally fill the muffler 
and flood the engine with seawater. Just drain the 
muffler and repeat the fuel system priming pro-
cedure for your generator.

To learn more about generator sets, and their 
care and maintenance, visit www.northern-lights.
com.  

Northern Lights boxed goods style 
heat exchanger, partially removed. 
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JK3 is the exclusive West Coast dealer of several 
prestigious new powerboat and sailboat marquee 
brands: Back Cove, Sabre, J/Boats, Hanse, Moody, 
and Dehler Yachts. Our company’s mission is to 
provide the best possible product, customer service 

JK3 Yachts supports CUBAR Odyssey 2015 
and the West Coast boating community

and support for both the recreational and 
competitive boater.

With our active service department we 
provide an unparalleled experience to the boating 
community and owners. We have recently 

expanded this department in order to better 
serve and service more clients, brands and 
models. We not only sell both new and used 
boats, we assist our clients with all their 
boating and service needs throughout their 
boating lifetime. 
Visit us at www.jk3yachts.com 

Established in 1950 to supply quality marine 
hardware and boating gear to the local San Diego boat-
ing community, San Diego Marine Exchange is today 
a great family of unique marine stores, that includes 
Sailing Supply (est. 1972) and Downwind Marine, The 
Cruiser’s Chandlery (est. 1985).  They can assist in ma-

rine supply exportation to Mexico that aids commercial 
marine services, fishermen and cruisers alike. 

The combined Marine Exchange stores form a 
complete chandlery and employ a total staff of 50 with 
expertise ranging from glue and paint applications, boat 
plumbing, performance sailing and rigging (for sailboats 

and lifelines) to export shipping, provision-
ing, passage making and more.  The Marine 
Exchange serves globally too through its web 
site at www.downwindmarine.com to support 
the boating enthusiast in the marine centers of 
most countries around the world.   

Owner Judy Donnelly operates the 
stores with an inventory of over 25,000 items 
to meet any vessel’s operation, maintenance 
or safety requirements.  Located on Shelter 
Island Drive and managed by Kitty Gushue, 
the Marine Exchange stocks safety and 
electrical products, pumps and replacement 
parts, plumbing fittings, paint and varnish, 
sandpaper and other abrasives, and cleaning 
products.  Inventory also includes anchoring 

San Diego Marine Exchange, Sailing Supply and 
Downwind Marine support CUBAR Odyssey 2015
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and docking equipment, chairs and pedestals, deck and hull hardware, ventilation materials, lighting products, tools 
and fasteners.    Sailing Supply/Downwind Marine is managed by Kirstin Hecht and is located on Cañon Street with 
complete rig shop services.  It stocks the deck and rigging hardware, technical gear and apparel sought by perfor-
mance and recreational sailors, and serves as the essential cruising boat outfitter of Southern California.

When the Fall Cruising Season arrives, this store also offers its annual cruiser events.  The “Cruising Down-
wind” Evening Seminar Series – a dozen interesting and valuable seminars, given by experts in their fields, held M 
– F evenings 6 p.m. in the store, from October 20 through November 7.

Then the Annual Cruisers’ Kick-Off BBQ and Vendor Fair will be at the store Saturday, October 31. Cooin-
ciding with Halloween, this year’s Cruisers Kickoff event is an event not to be missed.

Call San Diego Marine Exchange 619-223-7159, or email info@sdmx.com 
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custom made for your boat; measuring, sewing and installing 
take extra time when everyone is preparing to head south. 

Onboard email is extremely popular with Mexico boaters, 
so you may want to install an SSB radio, modem and simple 
laptop, then sign up for either Sailmail.com or Winlink.org. Cell 
phone coverage has voids in remote places, so you may add a 
signal booster antenna or consider satellite phone service. 

After any of these radios or electronics are newly installed 
or moved on the bridge, the main compass and the gyro com-
pass (usually mounted below decks) should be swung and re-
calibrated during a sea trial, or risk autopilot steering glitches 
along unfamiliar coastlines.  

Since you’ll be anchoring a lot, have two full anchor suits 
mounted on your bow, and keep a spare for a quickie stern an-
chor. Don’t forget a small anchor and rode for the dinghy.

The dinghy replaces your family car, your only means of 
getting shore in many places. So consider a good RIB (rigid 
bottomed inflatable) and the best fitting outboard motor you can 
hoist up on deck or in davits. Dinghy wheels are good for those 
long-sloping beaches of Baja and the Sea of Cortez. If you have 
kids, you may want a second dinghy for them. 

Refrigeration in tropic air may draw more power, and sea 
water temps may get up to 75 degrees. Many southbounders in-

Prepare - continued from page 4.

stall extra insulation and built in coolers. 
Water makers are almost standard in Mexico, so you’re not 

dependant on municipal water supplies. Take ample spare filters 
and membranes. Install small fans above each berth and in the 
galley so you’re not constantly running the air conditioner. Have 
screens that you can quickly install on all hatches.

Barbecuing on deck is a way of life in the tropics. On sail-
boats, they often attach to the stern rail, while on power boats 
the barbecue tends to be built into cabinetry on an aft deck. 
Propane is readily available in Mexico and Central America. 

Gather all repair manuals (many are now downloadable) 

Check the date on your liferaft 
cannister’s hydrostatic release.

Prepare - continues on page 31.
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Cruising Schedule
The CUBAR objective is to arrive in La Paz on or before Nov. 

24, 2015 (two days before Thanksgiving on November 26). Assume 
all departures will begin at 0600. Recommended cruise speed should 
be 8.5 kts. Total transit requires 12 days minimum, assuming no 
weather delays. Depart San Diego on Wednesday, November 11 with 
anticipated arrival in La Paz on Monday, November 23. 

Wednesday, November 11
Depart San Diego for Ensenada (approx  65 n.m. @ 8.5 kts = 7.6 hrs)
Arrive approx  1400
2 nights at Ensenada marinas. Complete any remaining procedures to enter Mexico: Clearance of Mexican 
Customs and Immigration is planned to be done in San Diego prior to departure for Ensenada. However, 
if not in San Diego, any remaining requirements must be completed in Ensenada. There should be time for 
provisioning if not done before departing San Diego.

Thursday, November 12
Complete fueling in Ensenada
Welcome to Mexico party: all participants will be guests at a Mexican gala party.

Friday, November 13
Depart Ensenada for Turtle Bay (approx. 282 n.m. @ 8.5 kts = 33 hrs = overnight run)
This is the first of three overnight runs. Crews on each boat will rotate being on watch.

Saturday, November 14
Arrive at Turtle Bay approx 1500
Anchor and begin fueling. Turtle Bay has a town of about 1,200 residents, mostly fishermen and their 
families. For many boats, fueling here will be mandatory, as fuel will not be readily available again for 
approx 400 n.m. Dinner will be aboard or in a local restaurant.

Sunday, November 15
Finish fueling in Turtle Bay. Shore party (begin early afternoon with local panga water taxi service)

Monday, November 16
Depart Turtle Bay for Man of War Cove in Magdalena Bay 
(approx 258 n.m. @ 8.5 kts = 30 hrs = overnight run)

Tuesday, November 17
Arrive Man of War Cove approx 1200
Anchor 2 nights. Participate in various adventures in Mag Bay or R&R for remainder of day. Optional 
activities include bird watching (with a multitude of species present), surfing on the Pacific side of Isla 
Magdalena, fishing inside Mag Bay, exploring mangroves & tidal planes, etc. Local guides will be available. 
Dinner onboard yacht or no host at local restaurant. For further details visit www.MagBayOutfitters@
sbcglobal.net
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Wednesday, November 18
Second day in Man of War Cove
Fishing tournament with local fishing guides is planned for all interested. Guides will come aboard your 
yacht to direct you to some of the best fishing on the Pacific side of Baja. Alternately participate in activities 
mentioned above or R&R. Gala beach party in afternoon at local restaurant with awards for fishing tournament. 
Fish caught in tournament can be donated to supplement the awards dinner, cleaned by locals onshore. Local 
panga water taxi service available. 

Thursday, November 19
Depart Man of War Cove for San Jose del Cabo (approx 185 n.m. @ 8.5 kts = 22 hrs = overnight run)

Friday, November 20
Arrive San Jose del Cabo at approx 0600 to 0900
2 nights in slip Marina Puerto Los Cabos. Begin fueling. Beach party early afternoon. 
Optional activities include exploring local interior yacht harbor & local village of La Playita, or the nearby 
resort, or gourmet restaurants, or the historic town center of San Jose del Cabo. Various tourist type activities 
will be offered during the 2-day visit here.

Saturday, November 21
Second day in San Jose del Cabo. Finish fueling. Continue to explore locally & enjoy local 
accommodations & events.

Sunday, November 22
Depart San Jose del Cabo for Bahia de los Muertos (Muertos Cove) (approx 75 n.m. @ 8.5 kts = 9 hrs) 
Arrive Muertos Cove at approx 1500
Anchor 1 night. Shore party at Los Sueños Resort (local panga water taxi service)

Monday, November 23
Depart Muertos Cove for La Paz (approx 52 n.m. @ 8.5 kts = 6 hrs)
Arrive La Paz at approx 1200 to 1500 in marina slips at CostaBaja Resort Marina.
Gala party.
2015 CUBAR ODYSSEY officially ends.

Tuesday, November 24
CostaBaja Resort presents a free breakfast buffet seminar for CUBAR Participants about Cruising the Sea of 
Cortez and Puerto Vallarta, at CostaBaja Resort restaurant.

Thursday, November 26
Thanksgiving Dinner (reservations to be made
 prior to starting CUBAR – additional cost)

Cruising Schedule
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Rotary
Distrito 4100 ·:·Mexico

 

Club Rotario La Paz - Bahia de La Paz

 

Enriquece el mundo
 
 
 
 
 

La Paz, Baja California Sur a 06 de Septiembre del 2015
 
 
 

A very big thank you to CUBAR Odyssey 2015
 

 
 

Your donation of 70 lap computers to Club Rotario, FANLAP and the Palapa school, 

will give hundreds of eager children in Baja California Sur a full life.
 
 

Mexico, in the last fifteen years, has become a strong nation in the 28 industrial 

nations, many corporations have moved here, and many have sprung up. E.g. Telmex, 

Chedraui, Oxxo etc. All of these companies need employees who are computer 

literate. Your computer gift will guarantee many rural school children in Baja Sur the 

opportunity for a full life.
 
 

These rural schools are run by a Mexican entity known as CONAFE. It is the rural 

division  of  SEP (Secretario de  Educaci6n Publica) the  national education 

department. One important project they handle is rural maternal and infant health. 

Your computers will allow the 23 women instructors who travel through over 100 

communities, the ability to carry one or two flash chips with the equivalent of 40 lbs. of 

books in a back pack, and show their contents on your computers to young mothers 

and women.
 
 

There is one word in every language for acts of kindness. It covers everything from 

holding a door open for someone, to your gift of 70 computers. From Club Rotario 

Bahia de La Paz, on behalf of hundreds of young students,

Muchas Muchas Gracias.
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Say hello to 
the Committee 

Members of 
the CUBAR 

Odyssey 2015
These volunteers have 
worked more than 12 

months to organize, 
raise funds and 

create this excellent 
boating event.  

CUBAR Odyssey 2015 Committee Members
Left to right: Bob Morris, Fund Raising; Gretchen Mattieson, Comptroller; Chuck 
Dahill, Committe Co-chair; Bill Houlihan, Cruise Captain; Marv Benson M.D., 
Committee Co-chair. 

Alamo   16
Blue Fish   16
Capo Doste  16
Caballero  17
Champagne LuLu III 17
Chelsea Skye  18
Coconut   18
Colibri   18
Corky Row  19
Curly Sez Wow 19
Daybreak  20
Delta Swizzler  20
Drakkar   20
Duet   21
Enterprise II  21
Ernestly   22
Giovanna  22
Heritage   23
Ho’Okipa  21

Insignia   23
Janabanana  24
Lands End  24
Levity   24
My Suzy  25
Northern Ranger 25
Ocean Roamer  26
Piredmus  26
Preference  27
Sea Level   27
Sequoia   27
Solana   28
Sundance  28
Swede Dreams II 28
The Sally Ann  28
The Small Crew 29
Time Out  29
Varnebank  29
Worknot                     30

Boat Index
Look up boats in our fleet by boat name on the following pages.

CUBAR Odyssey 2015 Committee Members
San Diego Yacht Club
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ALAMO - Nordhavn 43, 2005 
Alan DeRosa, Stuart, FL.

Experience: Alan retired from a career in corporate 
finance. He has been a licensed captain for 35 years 
involved in sports fishing. After his retirement, Alan ran a 
Sea Tow boat handling rescue and salvage in the NJ shore 
area. Monica works in the health care field and is a partner in 
a health care consulting firm. Monica has spent many years 
on the water primarily sports fishing with Alan.

Favorite Cruising Destination: British Columbia and 

Alaska. About the Crew: Michael Augustine retired from a 
long career running his trucking company. He is a licensed 
captain who spent many years fishing the offshore waters of 
the east coast for marlin and tuna. Patricia Augustine also 
worked the trucking business and enjoyed cruising the pacific 
northwest. Mike and Patti have cruised with us in British 
Columbia, Alaska and California.

What’s in a Name: The boat name stands for a little bit 
of our names – ALan And MOnica.

Boating Story: ALAMO was anchored in a very quiet 
cove in Alaska when an Alaskan State Trooper pulled up to 
us in his center console. He approached us on the port side 
of the boat and the boat name caught his eye. He very sternly 
asked us if we were from Texas and we responded that we 
were from Florida. He pulled around the boat to the stern to 
look at the home port on the transom. He then told us he was 
looking for a “wanted” man from Texas who they believed 
was on a boat in the area. ... At that point, Monica, who 
enjoys the show Alaska State Troopers (AST), mentioned that 
she had taken a picture previously on the trip of one of the 
AST’s tricked out trucks in a marina along the way. The stern 
look turned into a broad smile as the Trooper said, we can do 
better than that. He quickly boarded the boat and took a great 
photo with Monica who was all smiles!

BLUE FISH  - Beneteau MC4, 2015, Alan Fishman
Bio: growing up on East coast had a series of family rec-

reational boats and worked on sportfish boats. As an adult 
have owned a Formula 310 for 5 years in Tahoe. We have been 
boating for many years but always as day boaters on the East 
Coast and in Lake Tahoe. This is a brand new adventure for 
us. About the Crew: My wife Robin and I will also have a 
captain with us so that we can be experiencing this new ad-
venture with a safety net.

What’s in a Name: With a last name of Fishman, Fish 
becomes an inevitable nickname. As we pondered choices 
for boat names of our new boat, which is painted a noticeable 
shade of baby blue, Blue Fish seemed a natural fit. Ask me 
about Dr. Suess and Red Fish.

Boating Story: Fishing approximately 10 miles off the 
coast of Atlantic City NJ, and dropping a prop (and the en-
tire prop assembly) from our single engine sterndrive as we 

CAPO DOSTE - Lien Hwa 1986,  Jim Alfonso
Skipper: David Goodhead. Experience: Local Los 

Angeles waters, Catalina, San Diego and Ensenada.

backed down on a fish. My father always carried a spare prop 
on the boat, but not the assembly to attach the prop. 

The two of us “macgyver’d” a prop assembly using fish-
ing line as a spacer, a pencil as the pin, and spray can lid 
with wire to cap this mess. We reasoned that once we started 
in forward the prop would be pushing itself forward on to 
the boat and as long as we didn’t stop we should be OK go-
ing slowly so as not to break the pencil. This worked and 
returned us safely to port. But we never did land the fish that 
we were backing down on.  
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CABALLERO II - Grand Banks 37 
Tim Vail, Ventura

CABALLERO II - Grand Banks 37, 1982 
Tim Vail, ALYC – Newport Beach, Home Port Ventura.  
Tim Vail, owner and skipper, was raised on Santa Rosa Island, 
and worked in his youth and as a young man in the cattle op-
eration there. This included frequent stints as deck hand on the 
cattle boat, Vaquero II, in the Santa Barbara channel hauling 
cattle and supplies to Santa Rosa Island in particular, but also 
for Santa Cruz Island. Tim subsequently went on to become an 
equine veterinarian and surgeon. He is now semi-retired and 
keeps his vessel in Channel Islands Harbor.

Favorite Destination: The northern Santa Barbara 
Channel Islands due to my lifetime experiences in that 
maritime community. I have bareboat cruised in the BVI’s, 
Florida Keys, Maine, Long Island sound and the San Juan 
islands. The real reason to cruise for me is the satisfaction I 
get from  the process from initiation, planning, navigating and 
successfully completing the mission.     What’s in a Name: It always seemed to me that the fitting pleasure boat companion to 
my 100-ton work boat Vaquero II should be named Caballero II, even though there was no Caballero I.

Reason to Buy This Boat: At the age of 60 and after the end of the ranching era on Santa Rosa Island, there was no good 
reason to wait to buy a boat. I was looking for a comfortable trawler-type with which to cruise the Channel Islands. The Grand 
Banks trawler spoke to me of a beautifully executed boat that was sound, simple and beautiful. This one had been kept in par-
ticularly good condition and I was lucky to find her locally. Previous Boats Owned: Our company owned, beloved Vaquero II. 
A 100-ton wood work boat of the west coast traditional coastal schooner type. Interest in CUBAR 
It seemed like a very good way to get the boat prepared for all that is really required of a well-found coast wise vessel. I’m hop-
ing the logistical organization and the comraderie could combine to make this a cruise of a lifetime.

CHAMPAGNE LU LU III - Roy & Linda Vogel have 
been boating for 29 years. Had a business for 40 years, sold 
it – Yea. We have cruised up and down West Coast and East 
Coast several time. Golf and tennis keep me off the boat at 
home so I will move the boat away from home.   Favorite 
Destination: British Columbia and the East Coast of USA. 
America’s Great Circle Loop is the best way to see America. 
Favorite Boating Experience 
Our first real experience was Seattle to Price Rupert, and 
back, in a 27 Ft Sea Rey. This was 1986, so this boat had no 
GPS, and no Radar. Dead Reckoning, with charts and a com-
pass was the navigation method. It was OK until 20 miles 
north of Shearwater BC the fog came in, then sound and the 
depth finder become a big part of the navigation system. That 
was a experience to remember. 

About the Crew: Jack and Pat Wilkey are long time 
friends and have been on many cruises with us. 

What’s in a Name: Wife’s name is Linda Lou. Wife 
does like Champagne – a lot. Reason to Buy This Boat: At 
the age of 60 and after the end of the ranching era on Santa 
Rosa Island, I realized there was no good reason to wait any 
longer. Previous Owned: ski boats, 24 & 27’ Sea Reys, 40’ 
Tolly, 53’ Navigator. Interest in CUBAR: We typically have 
not travel in groups but going to Mexico, it seemed like fun, 
safe, and a good idea, not necessarily in that order. 

Boating Story: One we were towing a Jet Ski and ap-
proaching a draw bridge. I couldn’t tell if the bridge was 
about to open or just closing. For this reason I thought I may 

CHAMPAGNE LU LU III, Ocean Alexander 58, 
2004, Roy Vogel, Santa Barbara YC.

have to stop, or back up, as we were going down stream. The 
boat was an aft cabin boat and I could not see behind the boat 
so I ask my Wife to watch the Jet Ski. She did as the captain 
said and watched the Jet Ski rope wind into the prop and pull 
the whole Jet Ski under the boat. Then she said I think we 
have a problem. At that point there was a mad scramble to get 
a Anchor deployed.

At that time some L. A. Cops , we were in the 
Sacramento Delta, came by on Jet Ski’s. They stopped. dove 
under the boat with a knife and cut the Jet Ski loose from 
under my boat, took the Jet Ski too their camp and cleared the 
water out of the engine and got it running again. Those L. A. 
Cops are not all bad guys.

Participating Vessels
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Captain/Owner Bio: I have been boating for over 
30 years. Have done extensive cruising from Canada to 
Mexico. This will be our 4th trip to Mexico.  Favorite 
Cruising Destination: Mexico, we love the people and the 
weather. We also love going to Emerald Bay in Catalina. 
Favorite Boating Experience: Our first trip to Mexico in 
2007. Many fun experiences! About the Crew: Our crew 
are very experienced boaters. They also crewed with us on 
the Fubar in 2013. What’s in a Name: Our granddaughter’s 
name. Reason to Buy This Boat: We loved the layout of 
the boat. Westbay has a very good reputation of being a well 
built boat.Previous Boats: 45′ Bayliner for over 20 years.

Interest in CUBAR: To have fun!

CHELSEA SKYE II, West Bay Sonship 60, 2001
Richard & Sandy Lewis, Corsair 

& Huntington Harbor YC. 

COCONUT,  Ocean Alexander 74, 2009
Gary Beyschau, Mission Bay YC
Captain/Owner Bio: Gary & Pat have been boating 

for 30+years; ocean passages south to Barra de Navidad 
and north to Glacier Bay Alaska. Favorite Cruising 
Destination: A trip to Catalina is always a boating pleasure.  
Favorite Boating Experience: Spending 4 months cruising 
thru Canada and southeast Alaska - just indescribable.

About the Crew: Pete & Laura Giacaloni are crew 
for this passage. Pete grew up on commercial fishing boats. 
Traveling from Alaska to Fiji in search of the plenty the 
oceans have to offer. Laura is looking forward to a relaxing 
fishing trip with Pete!

What’s in a Name: The name “Coconut” brings 
thoughts of far away places, palms trees, warm waters and 

COLIBRI, 
Nordhavn 50, 

1999, 
Christopher 

Dent

pleasant winds. My thoughts of what boating is all about.
Reason to Buy This Boat 

We wanted a boat that was comfortable and secure for our 
travels, extended living, and able to entertain friends and 
family. Previous Boats Owned: Last vessel was a 64′ Grand 
Banks Aleutian.

Interest in CUBAR 
Great time traveling with other boaters. The Cubar is a great 
opportunity for those less experienced to have the benefit of 
some training wheels. And we can all use a hand on the water 
on occasion. This is our third FUBAR/CUBAR trip.

Boating Story: On our first Fubar we were very novice 
at ocean fishing. So the excitement of the first catch was high. 
After a long fight we got a huge Dorado up to the boat. My 
equally novice buddy was making every effort to gaff the 
catch, but only succeeded in releasing him. This was repeated 
3 more times before we were successful. The despairing part, 
was the fish kept getting smaller! Its fishing! 

Captain/Owner Bio: We still have a day job and been 
cruising 10,000 miles on our Nordhavn 50 “Colibri” since 
2012. In our young boating life we have cruised the US 
Pacific Northwest, British Columbia, Southeast Alaska and 
Prince William Sound.  Favorite Cruising Destination 
Taking our “Hummingbird” Colibri though icebergs to the 
largest glacier in Prince William Sound and second largest in 
entire Alaska, Columbia Glacier in Columbia Bay. 

Favorite Boating Experience: The 4 month trip in 
Alaska has been amazing and memorable. The friendly 
people, the beautiful immense glaciers, bright blue icebergs, 
hypnotizing Alaskan scenery, the best hiking of our life 
in Juneau to Mount Roberts, a rich marine life will be in 
our memories forever. It was another phenomenal boating 
experience. 

What’s in a Name: “Colibri” means “hummingbird” in 
most European languages to symbolize the enjoyment of life 
and lightness of being and safe passage. We decided that our 
Nordhavn 50 “bird” deserved this name for the Nordhavn 
safety and beauty.

Interest in CUBAR: The scenery and beauty of new 
cruising destinations, great friendly people, the warm 
weather, delicious Mexican food, fishing in new area, scenic 
scuba diving in the world’s aquarium, Sea of Cortez, and new 
boating experiences promise a wonderful cruising adventure!
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Captain/Owner Bio: Chuck and Kelly have owned 
a variety of boats starting with sailboats in AZ and power 
boats in San Diego. Have done cruising primarily in local 
waters with several trips to Catalina and Ensenada. Recently 
completed 30 days cruising in Maine and Chesapeake.

Favorite Cruising Destination: Hopefully, the next 
place we go will be our favorite. To date, Chesapeake was 
great due to location, time of year (Fall in MD is beauti-
ful) and group of friends from SDYC that we went with. 
This was the first extended cruise outside of CA waters so 
we got a quick introduction to lobster/crab pots and feeling 
comfortable with shallow water. Never ran aground but got 
muddy close. Favorite Boating Experience: Any time I 
return without damaging boat or myself and my wife is still 
talking to me. About the Crew: Our good friends Dale and 
Sandy Bingham will be joining us. They recently returned 
from cruising in Alaska in a 33 foot boat, so figured they 
would be able to handle CUBAR. Have done several local 
cruises together and still talking to each other. Dale has his 
Captain license and Sandy is retired attorney so will have 
enough “leaders” on board in case anyone needs to borrow 
one.   What’s in a Name: Corky Row is the area in MA 
that my family immigrated to from Ireland. Its where all the 
Irish from Cork County went to live upon entering the US 
in the 1800s. Currently a historic district in Fall River, MA. 
Boat is a down east style of boat so we figured we would 
name her after my east coast roots. Previous boats were 
named King of Nothing but that started to become reality so 
thought we would take a different course.

Reason to Buy This Boat: Wanted to get a smaller 
boat that just the two of us could handle comfortably yet 
have room to invite others to join us. Liked having Zues 
Pods as drive system and newer technology than previous 
boat.  Previous Boats Owned: Have owned 2 small sail-
boats, a Californian 57 ACMY, and a Carver 57 with sky 
lounge.

Interest in CUBAR: Have wanted to do it since I first 
heard about it in 2007. Signed up for the 2009 but could not 

CORKY ROW,  Sabre 48 Salon Express 2014, 
Chuck & Kelly Dahill, San Diego YC, Phoenix, AZ 

make it. Decided this was the year, volunteered to be on the 
committee to ensure I would go. Have always wanted to boat 
in Sea of Cortez since my sailing days with the Arizona Yacht 
Club.

Boating Story: Bought small sail boat, put it in the water, 
had my wife jump in and away we went. Sailed across lake in 
about an hour like there was nothing to it. Couldn’t understand 
why everyone said it was challenging. Tried to return to trailer 
and boat would not go where I wanted it to- found out about 
tacking. Took 5 hours to get boat back on other side of lake. 
Walked back to car and trailer. Still married.

Participating Vessels

Captain/Owner Bio: Retired. Moved to SD and aboard 
Curly about 3 years ago from Midwest. Happy with the 
move. Having owned, sailed, piloted and spent long periods 
on boats for 60+ years figured I knew all about it. Have been 
humbled, discovering I knew nothing. Freshwater boating 
on local lakes and rivers in — say — a 30′ Sea Ray is an 
entirely different animal than handling (and maintaining) a 
44′ trawler on the Pacific.

Favorite Cruising Destination: Have done little — 
intend to rectify. Favorite Boating Experience: Living on the 
Curly every day. About the Crew: All iron men (and women). 
What’s in a Name: Elizabeth has curly hair. You figure it out.   

Reason to Buy This Boat: Wanted something affordable, 
big enough to live aboard, economical on fuel. Have found 
Curly the perfect fit for us.

Previous Boats Owned: 8′ sailing pram (built by me age 
15), 15′ Starcraft, 17′ Loftan Sailer, 28′ Owens Flagship (many 
years), 30′ Sea Ray.

Interest in CUBAR: Would love to see more of Mexico 
at a leisurely pace and have first major cruise in controlled 
CUBAR environment.

Story: OH, You mean the time I wrapped a ski rope 
around the prop, removed prop, removed rope, replaced prop, 
forgot pin, watched prop fly through air about 50 feet and no 
spare? Or did you mean the time I neglected to insert the plug, 
or the time the depth finder quit and I got stuck and spent the 
night on a sandbar, or …

CURLY SEZ WOW,  Gulf Star 44′ Trawler, 1978,
 James & Elizabeth Henry 
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Owner Bio: Meichele Wilson - Home schooler and stay 
at home mom. Loves outdoor adventures including surfing 
and ocean life. Ryan Wilson - Loves boating, fishing, surfing 
and just about anything else involving the ocean. Owner of 
several auto and military related businesses.

Favorite Cruising Destination: Offshore fishing 
grounds. Love being away from everyone with nothing but 
360 degree views of blue ocean. Favorite Boating Experi-
ence: So far, Lake Powell. With the lack of cell service, being 
completely off-grid and away from society, it offers some of 
the best family time we have experienced. Looking forward to 
Sea Of Cortez!  About Drakkar Crew: Irelyn Wilson- 11yrs 
old and eager to travel the world by boat. She and her best 
friend already have plans to do long range sailing when they 
are older. Loves surfing and will have her board on the trip.  
Kinnley Wilson- 9yrs old. She loves surfing and mermaid 
hunting. She will have her mermaid mono-fin on the trip in 
case she encounters other mermaids.  Declan Wilson- 7yrs 
old. He loves fishing and is the boats official fisherman. Last 
year he caught his first Yellowfin and Bluefin Tuna and he is 
excited to fish all the way down to LaPaz.  Keith Robinson- 
Brother in law to Ryan (not by choice). He is fluent in the 
Spanish language and regularly travels through Mexico.  Ana 
Robinson- Keith’s better half. She translates Keith’s Spanish 
to people who actually speak Spanish.

What’s in a Name: Drakkar is the “Dragon Ship” used 
by Viking Kings when they made their raids on Europe. The 
ship typically had an ornate Dragon or Serpent carved into the 
bow which was used to instill fear on their opponent. These 
ships were ahead of their time being extremely fast and strong 
allowing the Vikings to travel long distances. Drakkar is a 
Mikelson 50 which is a very well built Sport Fisher designed 
for heavy seas and long runs. This coupled with our families 
Viking ancestry, we found it a perfect match for our boat.

Interest in CUBAR: This will be our first run down 
Baja. There are many unknowns for our family and the CU-
BAR offers a lot of safety and a chance at gaining knowledge 
of long passages. Boating Story: When Ryan was a kid he 
had an old fishing boat he rebuilt and would take fishing into 
Mexico. The boat was named 20% because it had a 20% 
chance of getting home!

DRAKKAR, Mikelson M50, 2001
Ryan & Meichele Wilson and family

Participating Vessels

Captain/Owner Bio: Retired in 2011 and been cruising 
pleasure boats 6 months a year since then, all SE Alaska and 
BC. Experience: Delivered commercial fishing boats to and 
from Alaska since 1978. About the Crew: My first cousin 
and her husband. Don Kohlmann, close friend and manager 
of Nordhavn’s office in Seattle. What’s in a Name: Name of 
the first fishing boat I crewed on. Reason to Buy This Boat: 
Wanted a boat that could cross oceans. Interest in CUBAR: 
Enjoyed FUBAR 2013.

DAYBREAK, Nordhavn 60, 2012
Jerome and Karen Fisher

DELTA SWIZZLER, Vantare 58, 
1988, Mark Miller, Alameda, YC

Captain/Owner Bio: Mark & Cindy Miller have been 
boating in the California Delta for the past 25 years and 
have loved it. Now that we both are retired, we started our 
trip south from San Francisco - 60 days to make 800 mile 
trip. We found lots of places to stop and stay. That is also 
how we see our retirement happening. Favorite Cruising 
Destination: California Delta and Prince Rupert, British 
Columbia and touring Gardner Canal. About the Crew: 
Tim Modders has circumnavigated on his own 50’ Beneteau, 
now in Barra de Navidad. Pat Harris completed the Baja 
HaHa in 2006. Jimmy Miller, my 27 year old son, has been 
on boats since he was 3; this will be his first off shore run. 
Cindy and I both found our sea legs coming down from San 
Francisco and we have loved every day.

What’s in a Name: We cruise the California DELTA, 
so that is where the first part came from, The Rum 
SWIZZLE was the local drink in Bermuda, where we spent 
our honeymoon. So sharing our best times is what our boat 
is all about. Interest in CUBAR: Headed south in a group, as 
this is our first time going south. Meeting new people.
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We have cruised extensively through the Carribean, Ba-
hamas, the coast of eastern US and more recently the Pacfic 
Northwest US, British Columbia and SE Alaska.

Favorite Boating Experience: The technical chal-
lenges, the variety of people we meet, the very special desti-
nations we would never get to experience were it not for our 
boat. We write about our travels at our website, www.mvduet.
com, in the hope that reading about it will encourage other 
people to give this lifestyle a try.

About the Crew: Nancy is the planner and Ron is the 
technical side of our cruising team. Without Nancy, we would 
still be on the dock ‘preparing’ the boat. But, without Ron, 
we would have sunk long ago. This is our second Nordhavn. 
In the category of production power boats, they get high 
marks on build quality, ability to handle a wide range of sea 
conditons, reliability, and range. We always felt safe on our 
Nordhavn 46, and the N50 offers us these same capabilities 
with a bit more creature comfort. Previous Boats Owned 
Nordhavn 46, Monk 36.

Interest in CUBAR: We have never taken part in a 
rally before. We though it would be a fun new experience. 
Of course, we are also interested in exploring Mexico for the 
first time.

Boating Story: In 2001 we met another couple while 
cruising on our Nordhavn 46 (Duet) in the Bahamas. Ac-
tually, our dogs met first, since they had a black labrador 
retriever and we had two yellow labs. The dogs introduced 
the people and we became good friends. Nancy and I moved 
our home base from Maryland to Nevada, this other couple 
took their boat to the South Pacific, so we all lost track of 
each other. Fast forward 15 years. We are anchored with our 
new (to us) Nordhanv 50 (also named Duet) in a remote area 
of Desolation Sound, BC. Another boat arrives late and the 
couple aboard dinghy over. They ask us if we know anyone 
with a boat named ‘Duet’ on the east coast. Neither of us had 
our labradors anymore, and there was a bit more gray hair 
on everyone. But, it didn’t take long to realize who we were 
talking to.

DUET, Nordhavn 50, 2000, 
Ron Goldberg, Incline Village, NV
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Participating Vessels

ENTERPRISE III,  Martin Brooks, a Brit turned Aussie 
& a South African turned Aussie. Met while both work-
ing on a diamond mine in Namibia in ’92. Left southern 
Africa for Aus in ’97 (mining in Western Australia). Got 
converted from sail to power in 2010 in the PNW after 
chartering a Nordic 32. Said ‘F-it let’s do it!’ in 2013 and 
sold everything in Aus to buy Enterprise in San Diego. 
Been living on board ever since … and loving every 
minute!

Favorite Cruising Destination 
Still to be decided but the PNW is the current front-run-
ner – climate, flat water, can ‘get away from it’ without 
having to go too far, almost speak the same language. 
About the Crew: No crew – we’re it!

What’s in a Name 
She’s always been Enterprise – we’re the third owners 
and when we bought her the then owner pitched us an 
impassioned plea to not change the name. We liked the 
name so that wasn’t difficult, but on the Aus shipping 
register there can’t be multiple vessels with the same 
name, and there was already an Enterprise & Enterprise 
II, so we’re Enterprise III – plus we’re the third owners 
& she’s hull No. 3, so all very synchronous…

Reason to Buy This Boat 
Best boat on the planet for what we want to do over the 
next 20 years…

Interest in CUBAR 
The pool of experience – we’ve never been below 
Ensenada and having that many ‘old-hands’ all in the 
same place at the same time seemed too good an oppor-
tunity to miss.

ENTERPRISE III, Nordhavn 55, 2005
Martin Brooks, Hobart, Tasmania
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Participating Vessels

Captain/Owner Bio: Returned to boating in 2007 
after a 20 year hiatus. I am a fair weather boater. I am 
currently the Commodore of BCYC. We joined the yacht 
club in 2008 to participate in ‘on the water activities’ 
including many club cruises.

Favorite Cruising Destination 
Since bringing my boat south from British Columbia 
to southern California, our cruising has been between 
Marina Del Rey and San Diego. The majority of our trips 
have been to Catalina.Favorite Boating Experience: 
Spending two summers cruising the Gulf Islands.  About 
the Crew: Bob Emmett, Larry Fortmuller, Tom Madden. 
The crew is made up of two sailors and a power boater, 
all with extensive experience cruising on the west coast 
of North America. 

Larry participated in a previous FUBAR on his 
Grand Banks. 

Bob and Tom have done several Ha-Ha’s and are 
both boat owners. 

Tom’s Hylas 46 “Stella Maris” is currently in PV and 
he is planning to move it to La Paz prior to the CUBAR.

What’s in a Name 
Giovanna is Joan in Italian, my wife’s name.

Reason to Buy This Boat: Enclosed flybridge and 
sturdy built. Previous Boats Owned: Riviera 36.

Interest in CUBAR:  Never been to Mexico on my 
boat.   

Boating Story 
My first date with my wife of 32 years was on my 
father’s boat in 1980. A 19 foot Grady White that we kept 
on Great South Bay off Long Island, New York.

GIOVANNA, Maritimo 48, 2008
Craig Delaney, Bahia Corinthian YC, Newport Beach

ERNESTLY, Navigator 48
Marvin Sachse, Marina del Rey

Owner Bio: Former 100 ton Coast Guard Captain, 
Boating since college. Moving from ski boats to off shore 
race boats to sports fishers, to cruisers. As a blue water 
captain with a crew of two, total, brought a Hatteras LRC 
from Florida to Marina del Rey – before GPS. Built a pair of 
Cummins 6BTA’s from the crankshaft out in my garage and 
they are still running. Consulting Environmental Engineer 
working with small businesses.  Favorite Cruising Destina-
tion: Cherry Cove Catalina – great diving clear water and 
no wind. La Paz great people nearby islands to explore, dive 
and water ski. Ensenada a fun place to hang out on the boat.  
Favorite Boating Experience: In Acapulco we met the 
crew of the Solar Wind, an 80’ 40-knot boat in the 80s. They 
pulled a single ski deep water start, amazing for a boat that 
size. Not to be out-done we got out a pair of water skis and 
went by the Solar Wind skiing behind a 58’ Hatteras LRC… 
top speed of 12 kts.

About the Crew: Amy, my first mate, her first long 
passage, but did make the trip from Los Cabos to La Paz. 
Randy Rudnick a boating friend of over 40 years and has 
made numerous passages in many oceans including the 
2011 Fubar, and a 2012 return to La Paz with just the two of 
us. Jordan Sachse, my 25 year old son who has been boating 
since his birth and made the Baja Bash and many trips to 
Catalina.

What’s in a Name: Ernestly is named after my Father, 
Ernest. It is not misspelled but a double entendre.

Reason to Buy This Boat: My first son suggest we 
look at the boat. The engine room is very workable. Lots of 
room to work on the engines, added a water maker and dive 
compressor. With two trip to La Paz and one from San Fran-
cisco she has held up well.  

Interest in CUBAR: I will winter the boat in La Paz, 
one of my favorite boating destinations.  Boating Story: In 
college worked an entire summer restoring a 1908 Firsco 
Standard Japanese fishing boat. One trip to Catalina at end 
of summer, back in college, received a phone call that the 
boat sank in the slip, and San Pedro Harbor was closed until 
the fuel spill cleared. I regularly check packing glands and 
bilge pumps… now. 
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Captain/Owner Bio: Tom Nielsen, Co-Owner 
Nielsen Beaumont Marine, Inc. Cruised from Canada 
south to Sea of Cortez in 70’s, chartered sailboats in Ca-
ribbean, Belize, Tahiti, annual cruises to Catalina Island.

Favorite Cruising Destination: Tahiti – we char-
tered a Moorings Catamaran for two weeks. The most 
beautiful blue colors in the water and sky, lovely islands 
and people, perfect weather, perfect clear warm water.  
Favorite Boating Experience: Sailing and snorkeling 
in Bora Bora on our 30th anniversary. Crystal clear blue 
water with abundant sea life – our favorite was snorkel-
ing above 7-8 giant manta rays as they gently glided 
beneath us.

About the Crew: Geri Nielsen, Tom’s wife, loves 
boating of all kinds, hobbies are tennis, paddleboarding, 
waterskiing. Rick Dahl, Geri’s brother, avid fisherman 
particularly from his kayak, has crewed extensively on 
sailboats to and in Sea of Cortez.

What’s in a Name: We have boated as a fam-
ily from the time our 2 kids were young (now 25 and 
27). We have made a tradition of annual family trips to 
Catalina with Geri’s parents and extended family, strong 
family ties. Tom has created a business in the boating 
industry. With HERITAGE we hope to continue to share 
our love of boating with our grown children and hope-
fully future grandchildren.

Interest in CUBAR: Having more time now as our 
kids have moved on – we want to spend time together 
doing what we love. CUBAR offers a great opportunity 
to learn to cruise safely together and meet other people 
who enjoy the same.

Boating Story: Years ago cruising the Sea of Cor-
tez from La Paz to Mazatlan, Tom witnessed an amaz-
ing site: On a moonless night while on watch, he saw 
what seemed like torpedoes coming in alongside the 
vessel toward the bow of the boat – it turned out to be 
dolphins breaking through phosphorescence in the water 
creating blue-green-white light as they dove through the 
waves. It was one of those moments in life that you are 
aware at the time that you will always remember and 
never be able to fully share through description. 

HERITAGE, Offshore 54, 1999
Thomas & Geri Nielsen, San Diego YC
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Participating Vessels

Owner Skipper Bio:  Neil Williamson holds a 100 
master USCG license. Neil & Elaine have traveled Western 
Mexico by boat 6 times, taken our boat from Southern 
Mexico to British Columbia. Three previous FUBARs. Have 
22,000 Nordhavn miles.  Favorite Cruising Destination: 
British Columbia, the Boughtons, Mexico for the stark 
beauty of the land, the great weather and the hospitable 
people.    Favorite Boating Experience: After we 
cruised Mexico for 6 months, we anchored in Isla 
Partida, looked around and realized we knew all 7 boats 
and their owners (having met them earlier in the season). 
Thought that was amazing. Instant party!

About the Crew: Joining us as crew are our good 
friends from Vancouver: Marc Sandercombe, and Tom 
and Maggi Christy, who all are boat-owners as well with 
cruising experience (and they are lots of fun!).

INSIGNIA, Nordhavn 55, 2006
Neil Williamson

                 HO’OKIPA, Selene 43, 2015 
                         Brian Royse, San Diego YC 
Experience: I am the Captain and this will be our first long 
ocean voyage. We have been in San Diego for almost 3 years 
with numerous trips to the Channel Islands, Catalina and 
Dana Point. One of our party had been cruising with her 
husband for many years including down to Mexico until a 
couple of years ago.
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Experience: I am the Captain and this will be our first 
long ocean voyage. We have been in San Diego almost 3 years 
with numerous trips to the Channel Islands, Catalina and Dana 
Point. One of our party has been cruising with her husband 
for many years including down to Mexico until a couple years 
ago. We’ve voyaged Portland to Canada, Portland to San Diego 
2013, the 2013 FUBAR, and the Sea of Cortez in 2014.

Owner Bio: Semi-retired. Have Land investment business 
with employees in Olympia Washington. Formerly a com-
munications engineer for phone company. Play handball. Julie 
is retired from health care jobs. Two grown children and one 
granddaughter.

Favorite Cruising Destination: The Broughtons and 
Desolation Islands. Fishing, crabbing, prawning, oysters and 
clams, diving, scenery, great boating experiences and the Ca-
nadians. Chatterbox Falls off Princess Louisa Inlet, BC. Crew: 
Friends and family.  What’s in a Name: No, we are not related 
to the online clothing retailer. Our Land investment business 
provided us the means to pursue our dream. Interest in CU-
BAR: Safety in numbers. Our first cruise in that part of the 
world. The opportunity to meet & learn from participants and 
staff.

LANDS END, Offshore 62, 1998
William Lucas, Olympia WA

LEVITTY, Trans World Aft Cabin 
Michael Levitt, Del Rey YC 

JANABANANA  IV, Meridian 580, 2008
David Goodhead

Captain/Owner Bio: My boating life started in 
1958 during my early college years when together with a 
friend we purchased our first boat, a 14 foot “Power Cat” 
run about–no windshield, a wood bench seat with a 70HP 
Mercury outboard. The opportunity came in 1978 to buy a 
1969, 32 foot Luhrs. This was the beginning of my cruising 
life. We would make the crossing over to Avalon hoping for 
a mooring only to be turned away half the time or lucky 
to side tie with our friends. Anchoring was not yet part of 
my life. Major holidays were spent in a slip in front of the 
Balboa Bay Club. The kids loved it. 

Experience: In 1983, I purchased Dream Trader, a 
1971 Uniflite 42’ Aft Cabin. We were together for 21 years. 
With 300 feet of chain stowed in her bow we made many 
trips to Avalon, anchoring just in front of the Casino in 135 
feet of water. In 1995 I joined the Catalina Yacht Club, and 
was its Commodore in 2012. In 2002 I purchased a mooring 
in Avalon Harbor to have a summer home for my boat, I 
spend each summer enjoying Catalina Island. In 2004 I 
purchased my current boat LEVITTY. LEVITTY and I got 
to know each other when she and I took our trip in 2007/08 
to Mexico on the first FUBAR cruise. We went as far as 
Barra Navidad. We have become very good travel mates.

About the Crew: Robin Onsoien has been a friend 
for over 30 years. He was the owner of Del Rey Diesel 
and Marine and serviced my boats till he retired. He was 
in the US Navy and Coast Guard and also has extensive 
long range cruising experience. He currently rebuilds and 
reconditions antique cars. Michael Sowers is my neighbor 
and friend on Maui. He is a computer guru retired and a 
expert sailor.

Previous Boats Owned: 32′ 1969 Luhrs, 42′ 1971 
Uniflite Aft Cabin, 50′ 1990 Trans World Boat Works 50′ 
Aft Cabin (commissioned and design layout by its original 
owner Norman Schultz).
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I have been cruising for more than 40 years between 
Alaska and Mexico. I have more than 50,000 nautical miles 
under my keel as master. I like fishing and all water sports. 
I am the proud veteran of 3 FUBAR’s, 2007, 2011, 2013. I 
hold a 100 ton USCG Masters License. 

Favorite Destination: Pacific Northwest. Tracy Arm 
in 2009. A 25 mile meandering ice field with a magnificent 
caving glacier at the end.    

Crew: Debbie Kaplan- My first mate on the boat and 
in my life. She was on the 2013 FUBAR, and our trip to the 
Pacific Northwest last summer, and has gone around Point 
Conception and Cape Mendocino and survived to cruise 
again. Debbie loves to fish. Also a fantastic cook. Ed Gold 
– a salior who enjoys long powerboat passages. He has been 
with me on many transits up and down the coast. Ed’s an 
excellent navigator. Barbra Gold – Ed’s first mate for over 
40 years. This will be her first long range trip. I know she 
will love it.  Joel Sussman – A serious world cruiser and my 
usual boatswains mate. Between Joel and myself we seem 
to be able to fix anything. He also is a damn good cook. 
Lou Ciarimboli – FUBAR veteran on his boat Notorious. 
Lou is a certified dive master and had done a long coastal 
transit with me. He is also an experienced fisherman. 

What’s in a Name: Soon to be named OffSchorr… ask 
for details.

MY SUSY, Northern Pacific 70, 2000, 
Marty Shorr, Del Rey Yacht Club, LA.

Captain/Owner Bio: We (Lawrence and Penny Talbot) 
have been cruising together in the Pacific Northwest for over 
35 years. Our first boat was a 26’ sailboat, Pagoo – when we 
decided we were going to live aboard we exchanged her for a 
26’ Campion, Mithril… which was just big enough for two. 
Fast forward a few years and a new career and we decided the 
Campion 30 trawler would be perfect for accommodating a 
growing family. Pagoo (2) became our home for three more 
years until son number two came along, at which point we 
moved ashore, but kept the boat. Every summer we took the 
family on a four-week cruise in the Pacific Northwest, and 
were content with our little 30. However little boys turn into 
big men and one trip proved to us that the boat was too small 
if we wanted them along – so we reluctantly sold her and had 
a 43’ North Pacific built. That was our first forever boat. We 
cruised with our friends around Vancouver Island, proving 
that the boat, and us, could go almost anywhere… except 
offshore. So the hunt for the next forever boat was on, and we 
found her in Northern Ranger, a Nordhavn 46 that is strong 
enough to take us anywhere and to be comfortable.

Favorite Cruising Destination: We have always loved 
pointing ourselves north and exploring beyond Desolation 
Sound, up into the Broughtons – and the last two summers 
we have gone around Vancouver Island and then up to Shear-
water and beyond. The scenery, the fishing, and the people up 
there make it a wonderful experience. Eventually we would 
love to go to Alaska, but we have never experienced warm 
weather boating, so this is our chance to see if this could be-
come our new favorite place.

Interest in CUBAR: We first heard about CUBAR at a 
seminar at Trawlerfest 2 years ago. We were too late for that 
one, but a group of us who had met and become friends (from 
all over the world, I might add!) vowed we would do CUBAR 
in 2015. We have worked towards this for the last two years… 
and now, here we are! Living in Vancouver Canada means 
you can’t just hop in a boat and go to Mexico – this really 
seemed like a good opportunity to make it happen, in the 
easiest way possible. And it looks like a lot of fun!
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OCEAN ROAMER, DeFever 44, 1983
 John Endsley, Corsair YC, Seal Beach, CA

Captain/Owner Bio: 100 ton Coast Guard license. 
Have cruised from Canada to Mexico several times. Retired 
from car business (40 years).

Favorite Cruising Destination: Mexico. Enjoy the 
people, weather and beauty of the area and the cruising 
destinations. Ocean Roamer: About the Crew: My wife, 
Beverly of 25 years, has cruised with me for most of our 
marriage. Larry Curtis: Retired professor of music at Long 
Beach State. Has done as much if not more cruising than 
me on both power and sail. Laura Spino: Has done lots of 
cruising with me and Larry and a great all around crew.

What’s in a Name: Ocean Roamer. I’m a romantic!
Reason to Buy This Boat: The quality of the boat and 

it’s great cruising range. 1200 miles with reserve for only a 
44′ boat. It’s sea kindly and great reputation.

Previous Boats Owned: Ocean Alexander 48 pilot 
house. Older Meridian (Columbia Yachts) 1973 not a 
Bayliner Crealock 37 sail

Interest in CUBAR: This will be my 5th trip to 
Mexico and cruising with a organized group should be a lot 
of fun.

Boating Story: My crew member Larry many years 
ago had a sail boat, 33′ Choy Lee, and wanted to sail it to 
Hawaii. With not a lot of boating experience he talked a 
friend that new nothing about sailing to go along. No GPS 
or Loran in those days so he bought a plastic sextant and a 
book on how to navigate. Off they go. He tried to read the 
book but got sea sick every time he tried to read. Finally he 
got his sea legs and was able to read. The first sighting went 
like this, he told his friend that he had good news and not so 
good news. 

I know where we are, just south of Chicago!!!! By now 
the auto pilot had given out and his friend really started to 
wonder why he was there! Long story short they made it to 
Hawaii and back. A few years later sailed again to Hawaii on 
his Caulkins 50 Sabrina, now back at the San Diego Yacht 
Club, with no problems.

PIREDUMS, Nordhavn 65, 2014
Tim & Michelle Talbott, Toronto, ONT

Captain/Owner Bio: Mostly boating on inland lakes of 
Canada. Now have Nordhavn 63-06 and took the yacht up the 
west coast from San Diego to Alaska. Went from San Fran-
cisco to Alaska non-stop outside Vancouver Island and Queen 
Charlotte Islands. Have been cruising in Alaska for past three 
months with husband and wife 2-person crew to many an-
chorages and ports. Will bring boat back down to Dana Point 
in August.

Favorite Cruising Destination: Have just been to Alas-
ka, so that is the favorite at this time. Hope to add many more 
must see destinations in the future with the Sea of Cortez be-
ing one of them.: Favorite Boating Experience 
The last three months in Alaska have been phenomenal. The 
scenery, the wildlife, the people and the adventure are some-
thing we will treasure. The entire summer is our favorite in 
our young boating adventure.

About the Crew: Tim and Michelle Talbott, owners of 
Piredmus. Will be joined by Michelle’s sister Carmen and her 
husband John, who is a Nordhavn fanatic.

What’s in a Name: PI-RED-MUS is made up from let-
ters of three lakes where we have had cottages in Canada. 
PIgeon Lake, RED Rock Lake and Lake MUSkoka. This pro-
vides reflection of places that have been meaningful to us in 
the past.  Previous Boats Owned: Lake runabouts and wake/
ski boats for over 40 years.

Interest in CUBAR 
To enjoy the company of like minded boaters as we move our 
boat down the coast to the Sea of Cortez for the winter.
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PREFERENCE, Tollycraft 57, 1991
Lee Leonard, Mill Valley, StFrancis YC

SEA LEVEL II, Nordhavn 60, 2009
Cameron & Kim Kemp, Royal Vancouver YC

Bio: Cameron (captain) and Kim (admiral) hail from 
Vancouver British Columbia and have done all of their boat-
ing to date in the Pacific Northwest. In 2013 we circumnavi-
gated Vancouver Island and in 2014 completed a portion of 
the Inside Passage up the BC Central Coast stopping just 
short of Prince Rupert.

As relatively recent converts to the cruising lifestyle 
we’ve been on a steep learning curve getting familiar with 
all aspects of cruising. Sea Level II is only our second boat 
which we’ve now had for approximately 3 1/2 years.

Favorite Destination: The west side of Vancouver Is-
land was particularly stunning. About the Crew: dear friends 
Ed and Christine Theobald boated with us many times, have 
chartered boats and explored the Gulf/San Juan Islands as 
well as Desolation Sound and the Broughtons. This will be 
their first open ocean experience.  

Reason to Buy This Boat: Once we decided to pursue 
cruising as an activity leading to and during retirement we 
started to think about where we would want to go. ...  Given 
that we live in the Pacific Northwest this meant being able 
to manage open ocean conditions which got us looking at 
trawler style boats (having tried a sailing trip previously and 
deciding that wasn’t for us). Researching trawlers lead us 
to look at Nordhavn’s, Kadey Krogens, Flemings, Selenes, 
Grand Banks, Outer Reefs, etc… all the front-runners in the 
trawler category. What kept bringing my focus back to the 
Nordhavns was their weight and their proven track record 
with many long ocean crossings. We have been very happy 
with our choice.  Interest in CUBAR: Mexico, and in par-
ticular the Sea of Cortez, is a place we’ve set our sights on for 
a few years as our first big step in to cruising further afield 
from our home port of Vancouver in the Pacific Northwest. 
We are going to work our way down to San Diego together 
with another boat later in August and were referred to the 
CUBAR by a boating acquaintance as a good way to be intro-
duced to other cruising boaters and as a fun way to get to the 
Sea of Cortez. Since that referral we have done some further 
homework and it does look like a great way to meet other 
people and do it in a safe and organized way.

Captain/Owner Bio: Member of Saint Francis Yacht 
Club, Board Director, Finance Committee and Chairman of 
Long Range Planning Committee. Following a term of duty 
as a US Army Bandsman and a college degree from NCSU, 
I moved to CA as employee 211 at Genentech in South San 
Francisco. I flipped to the dark side with the purchase of my 
first power boat in 1985 and have never looked back. My 
wife Penny, who is a leading Silicon Valley marketing execu-
tive and I have enjoyed cruising Preference in MX, SoCal, 
and the Pacific Northwest over the last decade.

What’s in a Name: It is always our “Preference” to be 
on the water.  Reason to Buy This Boat: Penny said “This 
is the one.  Interest in CUBAR: Meet new people and share 
new experiences.

Boating Story: After many hundreds of successful 
anchorings, we wrapped a prop not once but twice in 
one day while cruising in MX. The hookah was a real 
life-saver.
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Captain/Owner Bio: Retired from the optical 
business in 2002 and moved from Torrance, Ca to 
Rancho Mirage, Ca. I have been boating 50+ years. 
Favorite Cruising Destination: Catalina is my favorite 
because it’s only two hours away and so different from 
the mainland.  Favorite Boating Experience : Cruising 
the Intercoastal water ways and crossing the Gulf of 
Mexico to Roatan.   

About the Crew: Old.
Reason to Buy This Boat: The amount of space 

you get with the aft cabin design.
Previous Boats Owned: Sundance is power boat 

number eight. Started with a 27 ft Wellcraft and kept 
moving up.

Interest in CUBAR: This will be CUBAR number 
four. It’s a great way to cruise Mexico with great people 
and have lots of fun.

SUNDANCE, Viking 65, 1996
Ron Freese, Pacific YC, Avalon.

SOLANA, Nordhavn 64, 2009
Jon McKenny

Experience: Sea Ray 58 Fly Bridge cruising Far 
North Queensland coastal waters in & around the Great 
Barrier Reef.

SWEDE DREAMS II, Ranger Tug 29, 2013
Kent Skogerson

Experience: USCG Vietnam, WHEC387 Gresham, 
USCG Point Winslow, 50 Silverton cruising Pacific and 
Sea of Cortez

Experience: I have been on the water since I was 6 
starting in a 16′ foot runabout that my father built. Over the 
years we cruised the Mid-west region. We were married in 
Marietta, Ohio and cruised to Cincinnati and back in our 
20′ jet boat. We are lifetime charter members of the Great 
American Loop Cruising Association. I was a Quarter Mas-
ter in the U.S. Navy on the USS Tulare LKA112 home ported 
in Alameda. For the past 10 years we have lived in the S.F. 
Bay area on our 42 Hershine. We have cruised extensively in 
the Bay and Delta with trips to Half Moon Bay. I am the Past 
Commodore of Spinnaker Yacht Club in San Leandro and 
currently hold a Yacht and Ships Salesman License in Cali-
fornia. I am employed at Orange Coasts Yachts.

THE SALLY ANN, Hershine 42, 1986
Phil Reynolds, Spinnaker YC
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THE SMALL CREW,  Offshore 62, 2004 
Craig Small, Dana West YC, 

Captain/Owner Bio: After running his builders supply 
company for 30+ years, Craig became semi-retired in 2012 
and quickly delved into his life-long passion of boating. The 
Small Crew is his second ocean vessel and his 5th ‘Small 
Crew’ boat. He also has his commercial pilot license and in-
strument rating and has owned 2 airplanes. He has 2 grown 
boys and a wife of 30 years, First Mate Cathy.

Experience: FUBAR 2013.  Favorite Cruising Desti-
nation: We love to go to Catalina & Mexico and have had 
a great experience sailing around the BVI’s and The Grena-
dines. Every experience has it’s own unique beauty and 
‘learning’ moments.

Favorite Boating Experience: We crewed aboard the 
Temptress on FUBAR 2013 and had a great experience. We 
learned a lot that is helping us prepare for the CUBAR. We 
also loved sailing around the BVIs. 

About the Crew: Cathy (first mate and wife) enjoys 
cooking and fishing while aboard. She is a retired CPA and 
Tap Dance Instructor. Kim and Carolynne Megonigal own 
the Temptress, another 62′ Offshore which we crewed on at 
the last FUBAR. Kim, an excellent captain, is responsible 
for influencing our decision to spend our retirement time and 
money on an Ocean boat. Al is an expert seaman with exten-
sive sailing experience around the world. He also speaks flu-
ent Spanish and is greatly familiar with the Mexican culture.

What’s in a Name: Our last name is Small. Craig’s 
mom and dad had a 42′ Californian Trawler named the Small 
Crew. We have continued the tradition by naming all of our 
boats the Small Crew.

Reason to Buy This Boat: Is there a better boat made? 
We don’t think so. But seriously, we made an offer and they 
accepted, and it was like…oh s**t! This is happeing.

Previous Boats Owned:  Meridian 440, Hallett 24′, 
Nordic 26′, Ski Nautique, Catamaran 16′

Interest in CUBAR: To cruise with a wonderful com-
munity of people and have new and interesting experiences. 
We look forwards to times at sea, at port, and fishing. After 
Thanksgiving in La Paz we are continuing our Odyssey to 
Puerto Vallarta and eventually to Barra de Navidad. Plan-
ning to return home late May or early June.

Boating Story: Let’s share a drink on board and we can 
share stories together!

TIME OUT, Sea Ray 480, 2000
Manuel Lopez, Chandler, AZ

Captain/Owner Bio: Manny has been boating and fish-
ing for over 20 years. He lives in Chandler, Arizona. 

Favorite Cruising Destination: He enjoys cruising 
into Mexico for the fishing! Favorite Boating Experience: 
Watching all the fire works with family and friends while an-
chored in San Diego Bay.

About the Crew: Mark Knourek is a long time friend 
of mine. He also enjoys fishing and is very helpful with all 
the mechanics of the boat. Eric Ostrander loves the water. He 
served in the US Navy and was in a fast attack nuclear sub-
marine for six years. Eric loves to cruise in and on the waters!

What’s in a Name: The name – TIME OUT – was given 
by the original owner.

Reason to Buy This Boat: This current vessel is at Sun-
road Marina, a 480 SeaRay Sedan Bridge. TIME OUT is a 
great boat to go fishing and also to cruise and relax in.

Previous Boats Owned: A small fishing boat and a 330 
Sundancer.

Interest in CUBAR: The destination points and the 
opportunity to meet others with the same boating interests 
and the opportunity for a cruising experience. Have fished in 
Mexican waters but has never gone past Ensenada.

Participating Vessels

VARNEBANK, North Sea Trawler Yacht
Ken Donnelly, Ventura

Captain/Owner Bio: I come from the technical side of 
boating experience. Although I was introduced to cruising 
and sailing by my father when I was 14 (1960), and I have 
owned a few sailboats, I have always preferred the mechan-
ics of cars, boats and planes to driving, sailing or flying. I 
did crew on the beautiful S&S sloop, ORIENT, back from 
Transpac in 1965. After college, I was trained and licensed as 
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WORKNOT, Nordhavn 50, 2001
Gale & Mary Plummer, PLYC, Las Vegas

Worknot: Captain/Owner Bio: Retired from the Diesel 
engine & heavy equipment industry in 2013. Mary (retired 
nurse) and I have lived on boats since 2002 and cruised the 
west coast of California extensively.  

Favorite Cruising Destination: La Cruz, Mexico is a 
favorite but we are just back from Glacier Bay Alaska and it’s 
a tough choice. The people of Mexico and the relaxed lifestyle 
give Mexico the edge. We enjoy the food and culture of Mexi-
co along with the warm weather.

Favorite Boating Experience: Cruising the Gold Coast 
of Mexico. Every anchorage just gets better as you go south. 
Barra de Navidad is outstanding and the French baker tops 
its off!

About the Crew: Mary, Keela our 4# dog, will be joined 
by Neil and Diane who we met on the 2013 FUBAR. They are 
fellow Nordhavn owners (Salacia).

What’s in a Name: My career involved lots of travel so 
the goal was always to “work not” when on board. Now keep-
ing up a cruising power boat it’s a different kinds of work but 
I enjoy it a lot more!

Reason to Buy This Boat: We evolved our boating from 
go fast deep vee boats to ocean capable boats over a num-
ber of years. We choose Nordhavn for range, reputation and 
layout. With over 2000 mile fuel range it’s great to only buy 
fuel when it’s our choice of when and where.  Previous Boats 
Owned: 36 Searay, 42 Grandbanks, 46 Grandbanks.

Interest in CUBAR: Meeting like minded people and 
learning from experienced cruisers as much as I can.

Boating Story: My wife lost her engagement ring in the 
head, let’s just say it was retrieved.

an aircraft mechanic (A&P) and worked as a corporate pilot/
mechanic until 1978 when I was hired by United Air Lines 
as a Flight Engineer. During my career at United, I pur-
chased the lovely LADYBUG, a 32 foot diesel trawler yacht 
from John Burnham, Sr. of SDYC. I volunteered for the 
Freedom/Liberty Campaign in 1982 as a grinder and electri-
cal technician.

 Favorite cruising destination and why: I am lucky 
enough to own a house on Vancouver Island on the water of 
the inland passage. As it has been in my family since 1930, I 
have spent countless happy summers exploring/cruising the 
infinite number of calm deepwater inlets. It is my ultimate 
goal to take my wonderful Dutch steel North Sea trawler, 
VARNEBANK cruising in the Pacific Northwest. Part of the 
attraction of Cubar is to meet the people who are from there 
and those who have cruised there.

Favorite boating experience: Pacific crossing on the S&S 
sloop Orient from Honolulu to St. Francis Yacht Club. Also, 
the idea of actually purchasing a boat in Holland and bring-
ing it home to Calif.

About the Crew: Christy Steinman Crawford -SDYC 
I started sailing in high school in San Diego but really rac-
ing Hobie Cats off Diamond Head when I went to college. In 
order to come home to San Diego in 1973 I hitched a ride on 
Columbia 52' called OBESSION. Little did I know that sail-
ing and navigating would become such an Obession! From 
1977 - 1989 I sailed with "the best of the best" with such 
people like Tom Blackhaller when we won the Bermuda 
Race in 1980, navigating for Kialoa in the 1979 Fastnet 
Race, and for Dennis Conner for 4 years where he asked me 
to be the first woman to sail as crew in the America's Cup. 
After having children, we went cruising to Mexico and up 
the Sea of Cortez on a 46' ketch from 1989 - 1991. This will 
be my first "big" power boat rally as we ready the boat, I am 
still looking for those "sails' - just in case! We look forward 
to meeting other cruisers on this trip.

What's the story behind your boat name: Varnebank 
was named by the man, the queen’s surveyor, who com-
pletely rebuilt Varnebank when it came up off the bottom of 
the North Sea after a fishing accident. The Varne Bank is a 
sand bar in the Dover Strait well known by navigators in the 
North Sea. The British call it the Varne Bank, and the Ducth 
call it the Varnebank. The Varne Lightship warns navigators 
this hazard to navigation.

What made you decide on your particular boat? 
Ever since I was a teenager in Newport Beach, I had ad-
mired the beautiful North Sea Trawler Yachts created and 
imported by Romsdahl of Norway. Searching the internet I 
found the Varnebank for sale, a true full-displacement long-
range steel North Sea trawler yacht. Previous boats: numer-
ous dinghies & skiffs, Westsail 32, 82' Topsail schooner 
Shearwater.

Interest in CUBAR: It is the people! Cruising Mexico 
with accomplished like minded people would be a pleasure, 

and as a new chapter with my first mate, Christy, who is both 
fluent in Spanish and cruised Mexico previously, we look 
forward to the passage. We have operated Varnebank as two 
person boat for 5 years now, and are comfortable doing so.

Funny, interesting boating story: Pusser Rum needed to 
really recap all these stories... Look forward to the parties.
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and stow the repair manuals 
on the bridge for quick ref-
erence.

PROVISIONS 
Don’t sink your water-

line; Mexico has big-box 
grocery stores in big ports 
- Ensenada, Los Cabos, La 
Paz, Mazatlan, PV, Aca-
pulco, etc. And it has excel-
lent fresh produce in lots of 
small “tiendas.”

Take a look at The Boat 
Galley by Carolyn Shear-
lock and Jan Irons. Also, 
Kay Pastorius’ Cruising 
Cusine.  They have excel-
lent ideas and recipes for a variety of boat meals, provisioning 
and stowing short cuts, preparing the galley and cooking while 
cruising.

 Mexico has no restriction on U.S. meats. Stock up on your 
favorite treats from Trader Joe’s and other specialty sotres. 
Nothing beats chocolate covered coffee beans for a midnight 
snack on an overnight watch. 

Do stock your favorite canned and dry staples that aren’t 
readily available down south. My list includes seedless jams, 
sun-dried tomato puree and lots of zip-bags. Plan to get most 
frozen and dry provisioning done and stowed well before depar-
ture day. Save room in the fridge for fresh fruits, veggies and 
delicate produce that must go onboard last.

PEOPLE CHECKLISTS
No vaccinations are required for Mexico, but is your tetanus 

shot current?  Sunburn is the most common issue, then turistas 
from untreated ice served in remote beach cantinas. 

I mentioned basic Spanish class for at least one member 
of the crew, but everyone should be able to interpret weather 
broadcasts and hails from other boats on VHF.

Pack light cottons and no-iron clothing. Shorts and T-shirts 
are the general dress code, but dress conservatively for handling 
business in cities and at rural beaches. Test drive wide strapped 
flipflops in sand, in case they chafe. 

Pets should have their International Health Certificate 
(IHC) from their vet showing that their rabies and all shots are 
up to date. If the pet’s health certificate expires in Mexico, no 
problem, as almost any vet clinic can inspect your pet and issue 
you a new IHC good for 12 months - important mainly for when 
you return to the U.S. 

In the paperwork department everyone still needs a valid 
passport, tourist card and fishing license. If a passport is due to 
expire in 6 months, apply for a new one well in advance.

PAPERWORK  NEWS
Just this year, Mexico has 

streamlined the International Ar-
rival process and put it all online 
in English and Spanish for visi-
tors’ benefit. Boat owners should 
start two weeks before departure 
by visiting at https://www.banjer-
cito.com.mx/registroEmbarques/   
Pay by credit card and KEEP this 
printed or emailed receipt. You’ll 
need the receipt to complete these 
next steps. Boat owners can also 
get their 10-year Temporary Im-
port Permit in advance, online 
also, at https://www.banjercito.
com.mx/registroVehiculos/ Then 

for 180-day tourist cards for yourself and crew, go to http://
www.inm.gob.mx/php/page/instrucciones_para_passajeros/
en.html   For sportfishing licenses, go to www.sportfishingin-
mexico.com  

NOTE: The Mexican Navy, Customs and Immigration are 
enforcing border regulations by inspecting yachts and commer-
cial vessels around the Coronado Islands and anywhere between 
the border and Ensenada, so have your paperwork in order. 

FIRST STOP
At 60 n.m. south of the border, Ensenada is the first, best 

and easiest place to enter Mexico; use the quick-service CIS of-
fice a block north of the harbor. They’ll stamp all your paper-
work and bid you a friendly welcome. (The next Port of Entry 
for recreational vessels isn’t until Cabo San Lucas, about 660 
n.m. down Baja.)  

Ensenada has three big marinas (about 500 slips) and some 
smaller sportfishing 
docks, two full-service 
boat yards for hauling 
and repairs to yachts 
up to 300 feet, good 
provisioning & great 
restaurants, plus world 
famous vineyard tours 
in the nearby Guada-
lupe Valley. 

After Ensenada, 
CUBARistas will use 
their Operations Man-
ual and guidebooks to 
cruise safely to La Paz 
for the grand finale. 

Buen viaje, yatis-
tas!

Prepare for Southbound Cruising - continued from page 11.
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Southern Sea of Cortez - Circle Route
by Capt. Pat Rains

Updated from Mexico Report in SEA Magazine

 The CUBAR Odyssey 2015 arrives in the Sea 
of Cortez as winter cruising season begins in Mexico. 
Winter and spring are perfect seasons to make the 
“Circle Route” of the southern Sea of Cortez.
 Why now? Water temperatures are just 
starting to warm up, bringing with them the hottest 
fishing and clearest diving. Later in the summer, 
most boats will be safely berthed near their favorite 
hurricane holes, keeping a close eye on the weather 
forecasts and venturing out only for 1- and 2-day 
voyages. But until then, a powerboat with 275-mile 
legs can certainly explore the nicest anchorages and 
resort ports, the best fishing and diving to be found 
around the southern end of the Sea of Cortez.
 My “Circle Route” of the southern Sea of Cortez 
eats up about 590 nautical miles, so you’ll be glad to 
know that this route offers dozens of short hops and 
tranquil overnight anchorages at uninhabited islands and 
a few resort ports, balanced by five fuel stops and three 
overnight passages.
 LA PAZ AND BACK
 My circle route starts at La Paz, then gunk-holes 
northward on the Baja Peninsula to Santa Rosalia, 

crosses over to San Carlos, then coasts down the mainland 
to Topolobampo, and jumps back over to La Paz. (If you’re 
planning to head farther down on the mainland, say to 
Altata or Mazatlan to Puerto Vallarta, you’ll keep coasting 
southeast after Topolobampo.)
  La Paz is the best place to prepare for the Circle 
Route, because it’s the gateway to the Sea of Cortez. La 
Paz had four marinas with fuel docks: Marina CostaBaja, 
Marina Palmira, Marina de La Paz, Marina Singlar La 
Paz. It has several good chandlers and haul-out yards. Tune 
into the Cruisers’ Net on VHF 22 at 0800 Monday through 
Friday for the latest weather and local boating news. Club 
Cruceros welcomes newbies, lists local services. 
 “THE BEST” CRUISING 
In my humble opinion, this first 115 miles of the Circle 
Route is the best cruising grounds in Mexico, and the next 
120 miles to Santa Rosalia is next best. If your schedule 
is too limited, at least take time to savor this part of the 
Circle Route. 
            ISLAS ESPIRITU SANTOS
 Our first overnight stop is at the Espiritu Santos 
Islands, only about 12 nautical miles from Marina 
CostaBaja in La Paz. See page TK for the satellite image 
of the Espiritu Santos Islands and side story. Among 
nine gorgeous coves along the west side, the most reliable 
anchoring shelter is found in Partida Cove: GPS approach 
24°31.5’N, 110°24.0’W. 

Partida Cove is good even if a Corumuel wind 
(westerly) should develop. For tranquil snorkel diving you 
can visit the reef in the middle of Caleta el Candeleros, 
and for expert scuba diving I’d head to Isla Los Islotes at 

Fuel up at Marina CostaBaja in La Paz 
before entering the Sea of Cortez.
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 Back out in the San Jose Channel, vast 
colonies of giant Humboldt squid and docile 
manta rays funnel through this narrow channel 
and the Craig Channel farther north, so expect 
lots of pangas to be fishing with nets, and with 
lights at night. At daybreak, if you can buy a 
few squid from the pangueros, cut the calamari 
(sheath part) into strips and grill them quickly, 
lightly. Like abalone, they toughen when 
overcooked.
 GATO & TORO
 Cat and Bull Cove lies 31.5 miles north on Baja 
and is mostly uninhabited. In the north end of this 2-lobed 
spot, spectacular sandstone formations and ledges that 
surround the anchorage range from pastel pink to oxblood 
red, providing good north-wind shelter. This lobe and 
the Arroyo el Gato were named by locals for a family of 

the north end of this island chain.
 SAN EVARISTO BAY
 It’s only 30 miles from Los Islotes to San Evaristo 
Bay, so at 20 miles out you may stop for lunch inside 
“The Hook” on Isla San Francisco. This leg transits the 
San Jose Channel which acts like a funnel for marine life. 
Keep the camera handy.  
 Evaristo is an overnight anchorage off a small 
village only recently linked to La Paz by gravel road. 
The most private spot to drop the hook is in the hill-
lined North Cove, but if any south wind threatens, pick 
the south end of Evaristo’s main beach. Besides 
fishing, the Evaristeños raise goats and run a salt-
evaporation pond that you can visit by hiking 
over or anchoring in the next beach cove north.

“The Hook” anchorage on 
Isla San Francisquito.

puma or wild cats that live not far up the canyon. In south 
wind, one shallow-draft boat could anchor behind the flat-
topped reef shielding the Toro lobe in front of Bull Creek.  
 AGUA VERDE
 To reach Agua Verde Bay (20 n.m. north), you 
need to round Punta San Marcial either within half a 
mile off the tall rocky point, or at least 2.25 miles out - in 
order to avoid Roca San Marcial, an offshore reef patch 
that runs north-south. Also called Marcial Corners, this 
rocky-bottom turning point is great for cabrilla.   
 Agua Verde means the color turquoise in 
Spanish. This bay’s three anchoring areas are not quite 
as beautifully turquoise as others we just visited, but the 
panguero village behind the center cove is friendly and 
picturesque; one house sometimes operates a tiny store. 
On the isolated north beach peninsula, cruisers at anchor 
hold so many rendezvous and pot lucks in front of the 
lone cinder-block hut that it’s been dubbed the Agua 
Verde Yacht Club.

 PUERTO ESCONDIDO
 Ready for some civilization? Tie up in one of 
15 full-service slips at the Fonatur marina and come 
ashore for showers and laundry, or grab a mooring in 
the shelter of Puerto Escondido’s main bay. Or, Marina 
Puerto Escondido is the newer facility of 35 newer slips 
in a sheltered basin reached by a channel behind the boat 
yard. The Ellipse sometimes contains docks & slips.  

Hidden Port Yacht Club (a real 
yacht club) welcomes newbies and hosts 
Sunday brunch on the balcony. The 
marina operates a floating Pemex fuel 
dock. Next to it is a haul out yard for 
repairs and dry storage. Groceries and 
a restaurant are in the marina and also 
nearby at Tripui resort, and the town of 

Gato North anchorage is pinkish red.
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see a few rustic vacation villages and RV parks. 
Coyote Bay and Playa Santispac are somewhat 
“crowded” on holiday weekends. Hint: to avoid 
land tourists, anchor in the coves with no 
beaches.  
 PUNTA CHIVATO
 To break up the 90-mile leg to Santa 
Rosalia harbor, you could opt to anchor off the 
Posada de las Flores Hotel at Punta Chivato, 60 
miles up from San Juanico. Upon entering the 
Chivato area, use caution to avoid Inez Reef, a 

detached submerged unlighted reef patch that lays 1.25 
n.m. west-northwest of the larger Isla Santa Inez. 
 The stone-arch hotel you’ll see is on the 
southernmost point of the Chivato headland, reached by 
a flight of steps from the dinghy beach. If you call ahead 
on VHF 16, they may welcome you to buy lunch on the 
patio.  Punta Chivato is good to keep in mind, because it 
has decent anchorages for different wind directions.
 SANTA ROSALIA
 En route to Santa Rosalia (30 n.m.), favor the 
south side of the very tidal Craig Channel below Isla San 
Marcos.
 At Santa Rosalia, the man-made breakwater harbor 
opens to the south. The Fonatur Marina welcomes yatistas 
to this small commercial harbor half way up the Sea of 
Cortez (240 n.m. from La Paz). In the southwest corner, 
this marina has a floating Pemex fuel dock and 15 slips 
hard to port as you enter, also a 3-story blue-glass building 
alongside the Guaymas ferry terminal and port captain’s 
office. When cruise ships stop here, their passenger shore 
boats land at the ferry terminal. 

In the harbor’s northwest corner, the older Marina 
Santa Rosalia was destroyed by hurricanes and isn’t going 

to be rebuilt. Between the newer marina and the 
old ruined one, a sand shoal has developed just 
off the sea wall. You can anchor anywhere inside 
Santa Rosalia harbo not blocking ferry traffic or 
the Navy vessels. 
 In 1885 a French company El Bolero built Santa 
Rosalia to mine, smelt and export copper ore, 
gypsum and manganese from nearby mountains. 

Loreto is 15 miles north by taxi. This is a good place for 
guests to fly down and meet you.
 SAN JUANICO
 Forty miles up the Baja coast, as you enter San 
Juanico Bay look for the Spires, the Lump and Isla 
Tercera, which are statuesque islets dotting the north-
end anchorage. A couple lovely homes have been built 
overlooking this pretty anchorage. San Juanico has long 
been known for its fossils, crystals and other geological 
wonders, but please take only photos, not souvenirs, or 
you’ll destroy this ancient treasure.     

Instead, why not tie a ribbon with your boat’s 
name to the cruisers’ mementobush? In south wind, you 
can go north (2 n.m.) around Punta Basilio to anchor in 
tiny Ramada Cove.

BAHIA CONCEPCION
One of the most relaxing side loop in the Southern 

Sea of Cortez is Bahia Concepcion - Conception Bay 
- pictured above. This “sea within a sea” is 21 miles 
long, only 2 to 4.5 miles wide, formed inside a large 
peninsula that’s virtually uninhabited. The shores of 
Bahia Concepcion are chocked full of interesting little 
coves, beaches and islands the size of small city blocks. 
The eastern shore is mostly lined by Highway 1, so you’ll 

San Juanico and Concepcion 
Bay are primo for kayakers.

Cruise ships anchor outside 
Santa Rosalia harbor.
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Imported lumber built the workers homes and 
shops that still fill the downtown canyon. Gustav 
Eiffel (as in the tower) designed the town’s church. 
Baja’s most remarkable cave paintings and 
petroglyphs dot the Sierra San Borjita; hire a local 
guide. Santa Rosalia has enjoyed a new tourism 
prosperity with the reopening of the old mines.
 SAN CARLOS
 Crossing the Sea of Cortez from Santa Rosalia 
in Baja to San Carlos, Sonora, is a 75-mile passage east-
northeast. On landfall, when you see the landmark peaks 
Tetakawi, Marina Real lies just to the north behind Playa 
Algadones, and Marina San Carlos lies just to the south 
inside Bahia San Carlos.  Both marinas have fuel docks, 
and Marina Seca has separate repair and storage yards. 
San Carlos is a friendly sportfishing resort on the edge 
of Sonora Desert.

 GUAYMAS
 Fifteen miles south, the small commercial port 
of Guaymas (pronounced “WHY-mas”) spreads around a 
spectacular bay with coves and islands that provide excellent 
shelter for a new Singlar marina, fuel dock and five boat 
yards. Shrimp and Sonora beef are the prime exports; it’s 
not unusual to see real cowboys ride through town. 
 TOPOLOBAMPO
 Similar to La Paz, “Topo” as it’s called, is a 
pleasant harbor sheltered by sand banks and hills, reached 
by an entrance channel. My GPS approach waypoint is 
25°31.275’N, 109°12.490’W. The main channel is well 
buoyed into the harbor. Marina Topolobampo lies at the 
end of the NE secondary channel, but get directions from 

the marina or port captain on VHF 16. 
 Side trip? A safe berth in Topo is the best place 
to leave your boat while you take the 2- to 6-day Copper 
Canyon train excursion, which starts at nearby Los 
Mochis. Purchase tickets in advance: book port side of the 
train going up, starboard returning, for the best viewing. 
A stop at Topolobampo breaks up the eastern shore of the 
Sea of Cortez into easy pieces. Doing the Copper Canyon 
is an even better reason to visit Topolobampo.   

Another stop of convenience on the east side of the 
Sea of Cortez is Altata. With the new Marina Isla Cortes 
way up inside Bahia de Altata, it’s easier that ever. But be 
sure to make a slip reservation and take advantage of the 
pilot panga to get safely through shoals, into the bay and 
up to the marina. 

Mazatlan is another possible overnight stop on the 
eastern side of the Sea of Cortez, offering several well 
established marinas, boat yards and yachting services. 

 
LA PAZ RETURN
 The crossing from Topo southwest back to La Paz 
is about 110 n.m.  If you opt to make it an overnight passage, 
I hope you’ll be thrilled by sparkling bioluminescence, 
by stars that appear within arm’s reach and a cruise ship 
arriving at dawn as well.

 Marina CostaBaja (above) is a great place to come 
home to. It’s home port to the CUBAR Odyssey 2015.

For details on these and many more destinations, 
please check out “Mexico Boating Guide.”  www.
MexicoBoating.com 

Crossing the Sea of Cortez, 
expect to see abundant sea 

life. Whale sharks like this are 
docile, but don’t hassel them.
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The 2015 CUBAR Odyssey will enter the La Paz Bay area by transiting the San Lorenzo Channel 
(shown at bottom of photo) that separates the south end of the Espiritu Santos Islands from the La Paz 
Peninsual (not shown).  Remember this 12-mile long chain of 3 islands (Isla Espiritu Santo, Isla Partida 
& Los Islotes), because you’ll undoubtedly want to come back here soon to cruise the dozens of inviting 

overnight anchorages 
tucked into sheltered 
coves, mostly along the 
dramatic west coastline.

Sportfishing, snorkeling, 
scuba diving and trail 
hiking are popular and 
rewarding activities at the 
Espiritu Santos. This whole 
chain is a national park and 
marine sanctuary, so you’ll 
see lots of wild life in its 
natural habitat. Nobody 
lives permanently on the 
Espiritu Santos Islands - 
just a few seasonal fishing 
shacks. Park rangers do 
patrol and protect the 
islands and waters around 
them, so be sure to bring 
your SEMARNAT permit, 
available in La Paz if 
you didn’t get it during 
check-in at Ensenada. 

For details on 35 named 
anchorges at the Espiritu 
Santos Islands, read 
pages 121 through 129 in 
Mexico Boating Guide.   

The Espiritu Santos Islands at La Paz
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Sevenstar Yacht Transport is the world’s 
leading provider of yacht shipping services, with a 
global network of destinations and a fleet of over 120 
independent carriers. The company is headquartered in 
Amsterdam, The Netherlands, and runs a worldwide 
network with offices in the United States, the UK, 
Australia and Turkey, and agents in Monaco, Germany, 
Russia, New Zealand, Singapore, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, China, Hong Kong, Mexico, Gibraltar and 
BVI. 

In October 2013 Sevenstar acquired DYT Yacht 
Transport, including two semi-submersible vessels 
dedicated to float-on, float-off yacht transport, making 
it a perfect fit with Sevenstar’s specialism in lift-on, lift-
off yacht transport. 

Wherever you are in the world and in need of 
transportation there is always a vessel near you. For 
more details please contact Kris Caren, Sevenstar USA 
West Coast, phone +1 415 316 3072, email kris@
sevenstar-usa.com or visit www.sevenstar-yacht-
transport.com. 

Sevenstar Yacht 
Transport

Sevenstar Yacht 
Transport
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Marina CostaBaja - our CUBAR
       destination in La Paz

 Marina CostaBaja in La Paz, Mexico, is the 
centerpiece of a magnificent waterfront development. 
Located in the southeast of the Gulf of California on 
the Sea of Cortez, the 550-acre property and 1-mile 
beachfront is also home to CostaBaja Resort & SPA, an 
18-hole par 72 Gary Player Signature golf course plus 
commercial and residential suites.

La Paz, the state capital of Baja California Sur, is 
considered the gateway to the Sea of Cortez. With its 
beautiful white-sand beaches and crystal clear waters 
it is situated on the east coast of the peninsula just two 
hours north of Cabo San Lucas. The Sea of Cortez, “the 
aquarium of the world,” according to legendary ocean-
ographer Jacques Cousteau, offers a vast diversity of 
species living just below the water surface.

A few minutes north of the center of La Paz, Ma-
rina CostaBaja offers 250 slips from 30 to 200 feet and 
caters to some of the most amazing vessels in the world 
today. Home to a still growing year-round community 
and known to be the safest marina in the region, Costa-
Baja was built by world-renowned Bellingham Marine. 
Its concrete floating docks deliver proven performance 

in a one-of-a kind location. Access control system, WiFi, 
complementary transportation to and from La Paz, built-
in pump-out service at your own slip, the largest fuel 
dock in the region and the personal care of its warm 
staff make this facility a unique destination. 

In addition to the most prestigious accomodations 
CostaBaja Resort and SPA provides a palm-fringed, 
freeform outdoor pool with an adjacent children’s pool, 
complemented by a fitness center that includes a rooftop 
lap pool. Unmatched in La Paz, CostaBaja features lux-
uriously-appointed resort hotel rooms, private balconies 
and 24-hour room service. Grand Heritage Residence 
Club condominiums at the nearby Vista Mar and Coli-
nas condo developments offer spacious living and the 
most spectacular views in a private setting. 

Espiritu Spa at CostaBaja enables its guests to relax 
and unwind in the stunning surroundings of the Sea of 
Cortez. Featuring customized treatments with a zestful 
Baja Sur flair, Espiritu Spa has become synonymous for 
the city’s peaceful atmosphere.

The Gary Player Signature golf course blends an 
environmental design with captivating natural beauty 
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and has multiple tee boxes 
to challenge experienced 
golfers and to allow nov-
ices to enjoy their rounds 
with water views from 14 
of the 18 holes. The layout 
offers gentle rolling hills, 
large undulating greens 
and the opportunity to hit 
every club in your arsenal. 
This course puts a pre-
mium on shot-making but 
offers plenty of opportuni-
ties to score. You may feel 
a few challenges when you 
begin your round as the first six holes set the tone for a 
solid test of golf. It is a full-service facility including a 
scenic grass driving range, practice putting greens and 
short-game area.  La Pintada Restaurant creates a wel-
coming atmosphere for our players following an amaz-
ing round of golf.

Comfort, convenience and security define the 5-star 
amenities at CostaBaja. These include on-site medical 
services, 24-hour security, private beach club, dive shop, 
art gallery, yacht charters and gourmet restaurants with 
fine dining options. La Barcaccia restaurant delights you 
with Italian cuisine; Odayaka serves sushi and Japanese 
dishes with the best quality sea food available including 
the only tempanyaki grill in the city; at the beach club 
breakfast and lunch are served daily; Azul Marino has a 
diverse mouth-watering menu and the Hotel Steinbeck’s 
and Mosaic restaurant will present you with the catch 
of the day and a variety of exceptional dishes. If you’re 
looking to charter a vessel, Dream Yacht Charters has an 
array of mono- and multi-hull options that complement 
the offer that Fun Baja presents to their guest for diving, 
snorkeling and sightseeing tours.

Just north of the La Paz, Isla Espititu Santo Natu-
ral Park and declared UNESCO World Heritage Site 
provides a vast number of activities for beginner or 
advanced divers; giant manta rays and hammer head 
sharks can be marveled at in their natural habitat. The 
northern tip of Isla Espiritu Santo has one of the most 
important colonies of sea lions in the gulf; swimming 
with them is a daily activity available to everyone. 
Spend the night at anchor in one of the many bays or 
a full weekend in one of the certified campsites main-

tained by seasoned experts that will make your stay one 
to remember.

Grey, blue, humpback and pilot whales visit the 
La Paz Bay and the largest fish in the world, the whale 
shark, can be found for long periods in and around the 
waters of Bahia de La Paz. Swimming beside this magi-
ficient animal is an encounter you shouldn’t miss when 
coming here. The La Paz Bay also possesses an impres-
sive varietey of fishing opportunities, and the city itself 
will share with you more than 450 years of history when 
you stroll down the historic city center filled with his-
toric buildings that will give you a glimpse of the foun-
dation of the state’s capital.

Marina CostaBaja is a preferred mooring base for 
foreigners, and national flagged vessels find this a regu-
lar port of call in their navigation plan where they can 
find first class infrastructure in a warm and safe envi-
ronment that greets cruising, fishing and adventure seek-
ing enthusiasts that have come to call this facility home. 
Its marvelous sunsets and the service attitude of the staff 
throughout the resort bring the finishing touch to a heart 
touching experience that will fascinate and engage all of 
your senses.

Marina CostaBaja
Marina Manager Gabriel Ley
Office manager Guadalupe Morales
Office administrator Brenda Gonzalez
From USA 1 888 866 9394
www.marinacostabaja.com 
marina@marinacostabaja.com 
gley@marinacostabaja.com 

Marina CostaBaja 
entrance at sunset.
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PHOTO ABOVE: The CUBAR Odyssey 2015 
Committee wishes to thanks the Mexico Marina 
Owners Association, the Mexico Tourism Board, 
the Mexican Consul in San Diego and Los 
Angeles, pictured above, and the many Mexican 
businesses and individual people down south 
who are supporting the CUBAR Odyssey 2015. 

Gracias, y Bien Venidos, 
y Buen Viaje!
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Where would 
you like to go?

Up The West Coast USA – Winter/Spring 2015 – 2016
Trek back to home base..
 
Palm Beach, Florida November 15th  – December 15th
Golfi to, Costa Rica  
La Paz/Manzanillo, Mexico  
Ensenada, Mexico  
Victoria/Chemainus, British Columbia  
 
Palm Beach, Florida March 1  – March 30th
Golfi to, Costa Rica  
La Paz/Manzanillo Mexico   
Ensenada, Mexico   
Victoria/Chemainus, British Columbia  

To The East Coast USA: Winter/Spring 2015 – 2016
Onward transport..

Victoria/Chemainus, British Columbia   November 15th  – December 15th
Ensenada, Mexico    
La Paz/Manzanillo, Mexico    
Golfi to, Costa Rica    
Palm Beach/Port Everglades, Florida   
 
Victoria/Chemainus, British Columbia  April 10th  – May 10th  
Ensenada, Mexico   
La Paz/Manzanillo Mexico  
Golfi to, Costa Rica    
Palm Beach/Port Everglades, Florida Victoria/Chemainus, British Columbia  

LOADING LOADING

Sevenstar Yacht Transport    
USA Agencies West Coast: 2025 Stockton Street Unit. No 4, San Francisco 94133, CA  +1 415 316 3072, fax  +1 561 622 7211,  kris@sevenstar-usa.com  sevenstar-yacht-transport.com

USA Agencies East Coast: 2401 PGA Blvd., Suite 240, Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33410, +1 561 622 7997, info@sevenstar-usa.com

Cubar_Event_Cruise_Progr_200x127_050815.indd   1 13-08-15   18:52
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At the Gateway to the Sea of Cortez in La Paz, Baja California Sur

Marina CostaBaja´s protected location, concrete docks and double basin design o�ering controlled access to 250 prime 
slips for vessels ranging from 30 to 220 feet.

• Potable desalinized water • Secure dock boxes • Largest fuel dock in the area •
• Crew lounge • Pump out service • 24 hour security • Laundry service •

CALL US NOW AND ASK FOR SPECIAL SHORT AND LONG TERM SLIP RATES
TOLL FREE: 1-888-866-9394

While you are here receive preferential rates at Hotel CostaBaja Resort and Spa and our Gary Player Signature Golf Course.

Visit CostaBaja, a master planned community. Enjoy panoramic views of the Sea of Cortez from the  Golf Club´s restaurant, 
relax at the Beach Club or choose your future home among a variety of Condos, Villas and Townhouses.

Discover the most beautiful bays, islands and marine life in what is known as
"The Aquarium of the World"
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